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known to this writer, it is strange and painful to find him,

a Minister of religion, and in an Evangelical Church, deny-

ing, or endeavoring to depreciate the teaching of Divine reve-

lation on that important subject.

At page o2 he writes :
" The New Testament is almost

entirely occupied with two lives—the life of our Lord and the

life of the Early Church. Among the Epistles there are but

two, which seem, even at first sight, to be treatises for the fu-

ture, instead of lessons for the time—the Epistle to the Ro-

mans and the Epistle to the Hebrews ; but even these, when

closely examined, appear like the rest to be no more than the

fruit of the current history. That JCarly Church does not

give us precepts, but an example. She says, 'Ue ye fol-

lowers of me as I also am of Chrisi.'
"

These passages arc contained under the second stage of tho

education of tho writer's colossal man, tlie stage of Example,

There is, in this extract, a design, or tendency, still further

tn limit tho instruction and authority of tno New Testament

revelation, more e*:pecially the jireceptlve parts of it. He
commences with personifying, as it were, tho early Church,

under tlie idea of an individual life. Accepting, for tho

lime, this sujipo.-ltion, and viewing the early Church in this

jiersonal form, according to his own shewing, her life and her

authority are only to be found in these New Testament Scri].-

tuies, of which the Epistles form so largo n portion. Admit-

ting, then, we i^ay, that tho Scriptures are the Church, or if

l;e pleases, her personal voice, how untrue in tho assertion,

that she does not give us precepts, but merely an example,

ill only thi.s one exhortation, or saying, " Ue ye followers cf

me as I also am of (Jhrist." ^\'e know that this is the ex-

borfafion, or rather command, of one of the Apostles, in an

Epi>tle to a particular Church, though it was, and is appli-

cable and autlKirifativo for all. Uut let it bo considered as

the voice of the Cliuruh, in bur supposed personal and cpititol-


