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iopicR on occasionH like this, with such
teeming material for specchee. In these

times, Rteam atid electricity have annihil-

ated time and space, and the newspapers
place us as it were upon the top of an ex-

ceeding high mountain, from which we hi-

hold all the kingdoms of the earth and the
glory of them. And what a spectacle the

vast amphitheatre presents. N>iture is tran-

quil, and hc'r drmain abounds with lessons

of the 1( ve of God. Even the brutes, enjoy-

ing plenty, dwell in peace. Men alone, pro-

lessiug love, revel in hatred

—

"Easily set. toiLfet.lier '>y the ears.
Anil full ol"c!iusele.ss jealouKies and f«*nis."

It is only a few short months
since the pompous and powerful Em-
])eror of the French, almost giving law
to Europe, treated the dii)lomatic repre-

sentatives of the world to constant assu-

rances that the I'^miiire was peace. In an
aggie.«siv<j spirit, he went, foith to battle,

tlm hope and tht! idol ot the French nation,

to be defeated, humiliated and dethroned.
There was one man btave mough to re-

buke his appiratioiis, but liis voicn was lost

amidst the passions and the tumults of the

multitude. I'oor France, crushed, desperate

and perhaps penitent, nsips to-day the

bitter truit of clauiorous antipathies. And
Germany, more prosperous in the Held, is

Bcarcrly less a sufferer. Blood and carnage,

desolated homes, sufferings which no
language can di sciibe, ar<! the lot of these

two I'owerfnl Christian nations, who drifted

into war with all lis ghastly conconutauts
of horrors, having beeu taught for years on
years to fear, distrust and hate each other.

The spii it of imitation is contagious. When
a man How freni the stei-ple years ago, all

the silly biys were Hying from the sign

pests. The noise of baftb' hath a strange
charm. Kiiswia is arming, Austria, Turkey,
Itidy artt un the abrt, and England
is pit'iaring for a gnat contest ; and the
danger liis, not so much in tlie levying of

tht^ men iin<l un ans as in the gradual de-

bauching of the peaieliil rhristiftu senti-

ments ot the world. The Gladstone Cabi-
net lias sought a peaceful solntion of their

foreign broils, and thus far found it, bu^
there is a latent ixi^ilism in the popular
mind which, wiien cxcitcil, IcooUh no con-
trol and dreads no foe. His is an awiiil

sin who lets the war dogs loose upon tfie

world. Tin y rouse the di vil in the human
hciirt, and predispose nianl.ind to tob-iate

the sum of human villanii s. Even war,

with all its horrors, is less dreadful than
a national disgrace, but how often both

might be averttd by timely foresight and

judicious mediation. " A soft answer turn-
eth away wrath, but grievious words stir up
anger." And the people will not listen

when the national anger is roused. Every
body admits now that the Crimean war was a
blunder—with its hecatombs of F rench and
English dead and seas of treasure—but Mr.
Bright, like Thiers, because he denounced
war, was sneered and hissed, as

A steady patriot of the world alone.
TUe tr'end of every country biit his own.

Great events, actual and fore8hodowed,aro
domesticating British politics here. We
are growing to have a deep interest in the
Foreign policy of the Empire; and reading
now in each morning paper summaries of
the LoudoD leadeis of yesterday, and of last

night's debates in the British House of Ccm-
mons, wo be(;ome imperceptibly participa-

tors in the curnrnt Imperial discussion, and
the Colonial mind glows in reflected sym-
pathy with the warmth of party dissensions
" at home." We have seen the great Liberal
party of England, powerful bej^ond all pre-

cedent in iutellect, and in the conHdenceof
Parliament and the country, striving in

power to give adnrinistrative effect to the
tru<litious ami the theories ot her great

thinkers. Economy—retrenchment—those
words dear to the peo| le who |Ry the
taxes—and hateful to those who feed at the
Government crib—have at last been vita-

liz id by a powerlul and dominant party, or

as one of its own orators recently dt^Haed it,

" the great, intelligent Liberal party of the
three kingdoms." But the great tpiestiou

with which this Liberal Governnient had to

deal WIS that of the state of Ireland

—to remove as far as might be a bit-

ter and worM-wide national rep.roach

—

and there can be no doubt that

—

though looking to the wrongs of the past,

the old times blunders and cruelties ot

the Conqueror— Ireland may strll remain
tfre av« aging Nemesis of England—though
discontent may still abound—and though
looking to repeal as their only hope, multi-

tudes of Irishmen should remain dissatis-

fied and disloyal—this noble and unprece-
dented effort of the great Liberal leaders of

En .eland, beset with difficulties and appre-
hensions, and almost overwhelmed by the
piiju<iices and responsibilities they en-

countered, to deal juscly by Ireland in a
great measinc of relief—is fraiigb' witn
hopu for the futu''c,as juxt in itseltand asaa
JnstalmtMrt of what may follow—-anti will

gradually touch the hearts of the great

maesesof the Roman Catholic population cf

IreUud. Nod'iuht,there isroom lorsympathy

with the loyal Protestant population, thuit


