
Gentlrmen

Victoria, Vaxcouver Island.
NovEMUEii Gth, 1804.

Tl.nugh I .'^liall I.avc the lioiior of prcsontln- to you at novery distant period a AdI and systematic report, of 'the wliole pro-
ceeding., discoveries and results of the Vancouver Island Explorinc.
Lxpchtion, which you despatched under my command, yet in
accordance with jour desires I beg to submit a short outline ibrnun-
with the

_

detached notices and despatches which have already
appeared in the local prinhs. a connected narrative of <,ur laboui's

On the 7th of June we left Victoria on board I Icr Majesty's
Ixunboat (.rappler, nine in all. The .ame afternoon we arriVodiu
Cowichan Harbour and the weather being very wot. we did not
disembai

. until the next day, wlien we encunpod on the o,>posite
«ulc ot the river from the Indian Village of tUnwkco

On the morning of the 0th I despatched the stores in char.^e
of one ottiio party and two Indians, by canoe, to the lii^hest village
outhe nvcr &.K>.r;, while with the rest of the partv f travelled
over the trail on foot. This same evening on all bein^r met
ogether.

1 eiigage.l iu>kn!aiza, a chief of the tril^v and an In.lian l,oy
to accompany us to the great Lake ; at the same time 1 cn-a.-ed
a hairbreed froquois and Chinook, Tuma Aaloine, as hunter and
Cowichan interpreter to the expedition, a choice on which I have
since had good reason to congratulate myself. For the lir-^t three
weeks ot the expedition I took him on sulTcrancc, and linal'v on his
good conduct being put to the test, I engaged hia services" tor the
whole period of the exploration.

Next morning ^o commenced our travels in earnest. I placed
he whole of the provisions in the canoe with the two Indians, andtwo of our party, while the rest carrying their own effects, travelled
by land, meeting the canoe at nights at appointed places, for which
purpose we took Toma along with the land party, he having hunted
along the banks previously. Occasionally wo met to assist in making,
portages, or otherwise to aid each other

; most frequently, the river


