
23

fo

the,

religion, virtue nor reputation are much fcgardctl,

where democracy has corrupted the heart by ren-

dering it famihar with deception, where political

falfehoods are confidcrcd meritorious, and the

principles of honour and integrity difrcgardcd to

advance a friend, or ruin a rival—in fuch a nation

the trial by jury has loft its advantages. And is it

not notorious that in that unhappy country, hj
the foolifli called free, every man confiders his

caufe loft, if the jury be compofed of his political

opponents? And the judges not being indepen-

dent, are or may be as eafily fwayed as the juries.

Lil>erty in fuch a country becomrg worfe than an
empty name, a mafk for opprcflion j the law lleeps

or is wrefted from its purpofe, and the reigning

faction becomes irrefiftible.*

Let it ever be remembered that the excellence of

a jury entirely depends upon the purity of their

religious principles. If a man fears not God,
will his oath bind him, and will he not readily

give it up to friendftiip, to intereft, to folicitation

or fecret malignity ? In England the laws are par-

amount, the king has never oppreflTed any of his

fubjedts ; his adminiftration has always been di-

re<fied by the purcft juftice and moderation : of

this the people are fo much convinced, that there

is no facrifice which they would not willingly

make in his defence. Confidering his rights as a

truft which he is to exercife with the moft fcru-

pulous adherence to juftice and religion, he reck-'

ons the privileges of the people a property which

they ought never to alienate, and which it is nei-
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