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«< III nisiH inotl nii^cii^oniihhv Rut infiiiifc

\\ isddiii (IrUM'iniiK'd oth( rwisc, niul lixcd upon

l\w prcst'iit st'ii.soii, as llir (iftcst, nnd llir Ix'sl.

And IIkmihIi nvc may not ho ablo lo discern flic

reasons of llie di\inr coudinf, we cannot l)iit

believe lliat ihey are perlecllv HjitisriicUirv, and

the re.HiiII of the iiw>st coinpn liensive \ie\vs, and

the most l»ene\oIent d<'sie;iis. This awful stroke

iiiil^'htbe intended to haille hiiinan wisdom, and

to hund)le human pride. The liopes of mankind

were too !iij;'ldy ele\ated^ and too much confi-

dence was phiced in Iniman sa*^acily and power.

Nothing was thoii^lil loo j;reaf. or too t;'ood,

to expect from those counsels, which were *' as

if a man inquired at the oracle of (Jod," and

from that eloquence, which bore down all op-

position. But the Almighty frowns,—and all

these towering" expectations vanish at once ;

and the vanity of human confidence is written

in the dust of him upon whom that confidence

was placed. Thus we are taught the affecting

and important lesson, " what ahadows ive are^

ofid what shadows we puraut."


