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The ^d Propofition,

That it is not the In-

iereji of the Crown to

refume the Charters if

forfeited.

Another Propofition I advanced

was. That if thcfe Governments fhould

be adjudged to have forfeited their Char-

ters back to the Crown, yet it is not the

true Intereft of the Crown to refume

them.

It is a generally receiv'd Opinion, That the People in the Plan-

tations have an Intereft diftinft from that of the Crown ; when it is

fuppos*d at the fame Time, that the Interefl of the Governours,

they being the King's Reprefentati^cs, is one with the Crown j and

from thefe Premifes it is concluded, that there can't be too much

Power given to the Govern: urs, or too little to the People. Where-

as, with humble Submifllon, I conceive this to be a very wrong

Judgment, and th?,t the Reverfe of it is true. The only Intereft

of the People is to thrive and flourifh in their Trade, which is the

true Infjreft of the Crown and Nation, becaufe they reap the Profit

of it. When on rhe other Hand, the View that Governours gene-

rally have is private Gain, which being too often acquir'd oy dif-

cuuraging and oppref]ingTrade,it is not only an Intereft diftindl from

thatofthv.iJrown,but extrcamly prejudicial to it.TheTrade of a young

Plantation is like a tender Plant, and fhould be cherifh'd with the

fondeft Care ; but if infte-\d of that, it meets with the rough Hand

of Oppreflion, it will foon die. The proper Nurfery for this Plant

is a free Government, where the Laws are facred. Property fccure,

and Juftlce not only impartially, but expeditioufly diftributed. For

to what Purpofe (hall the Merchant expofe his Eftate to the Dangers

of the Sea, the Enemy, and many more Accidents, if after all he

can't fave it at Home frora Rapine and Violence ?

As this is evident, fo is it that whatever injures the Trade of the

Plantations, muft in Proportion aft'e<Sl Great Britain, the Source and

Center of Commerce ; from whence they have their Manufactures,

whither they make their Returns, and where all their Superlucration

is lodged. The Blow then may ftrike the Colonics firft, but it comes

Home at laft, and falls heavieft on our felves*
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