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ty, N.Y., Aug. Irt, l.Sn4. He came to
Wisconsin in May, ISiVi. lie resided
in Wahvurlli Cnunly during 18."i:i-.")3,

and attended Milton Collobje durin;^
18.J+-55. lie settled in Appletou in

1850, wlieie lie still resides. In 1850-
57 he was a successful siudent at

Lawrence University. Studied law
with Jewctt and Iludil in ]8.)8-.J0. and
witli the late Jud'j;e (Jotton of Green
Bay in 1808; and was adniilted to the
bar, wliero he has distinguished liiin-

self not less for his integrity than for
his ability. He has held many posi-

tions of trust, and in 187:! was elected
county judge for Outagamie Coiuity, for

a term of four years. lu politics he is

a Liberal Republican.
IlEV. Joseph E. Inisii. — He was

born, Aug. 7, 18.33, in Paris, Oneida
County, N.Y. Ho was the third son
of Daniel and Edna Irish. His ances-
tors on l)oth sides were among tlie first

settlers in New England. In 1835 his
parents removed to Wesleyville, Penn.,
where they remained until tlie summer
of 1837, whe]\ they returned to New
Yorlc, and settled at Perryville, Madi-
son County. Here he passed his boy-
hood, regul.irly attending the district

scliool; and in 1849-.VJ studied at the
Oneida Conference .Seminary at Caze-
novia, ranking his fellow-students in

the study of mathematics. In the
winter of 1849-.")(), at the age of si.\(ei}n,

he engaged in teacliing at the head of

Cazenovia Lake, and the following
winter pursued the same employment
near New Haven, (Joini.

In May, 1851, ho came to Wisconsin,
and .settled at Sextonville, HIcliland
County, at that time a new and sparse-

ly-settled ri'gion. Here he soon after

became actively engaged in surveying,
for which his previcms studies had
fitted him ; and, soon after he became
of age, was eieeted county surveyor,

holding, also, the office of town clerk

of the town in wliich lie resided. A
very large i)roi)orliiiii of the roads and
villages in that jiart of the State were
surveyed by him, and ho was also

actively connected witli the survey of

the railroad betw(!en Madison and
Prairie du ("liien. .Inly 12, 1S.")5, he
was married to Miss Lucy E. Urillon,

a* that I i;ne of Lacrosse, but formerly of

Uichland (,'onn(y, and by whovi he has
liad six children, all of whom are living.

His union wilh Miss Dritton proved to

be eminenlly satisfactory ; and the
mutual affection existing between Ihem
remained in brightness until the close

.of her life. lu the summer of 1858, a

remark.ible revival of religion broke
out in Richland County; and Mr. Irish
became one of the converts. The
scepticism of his previous life g.ave
way; and he cml)raced wilh ardor the
faith of the irosj)ol, and very soon after
joiiieil the M-jJliodist-Episcopal Church,
and began to preach. In the fall of
18.M), at the session of the West Wis-
consin Conference at Platteville, being
urged thereto by the church and his
own convictiims, he was received on
trial, and appointed to Varoqua in
Vernon County, as his first circuit.

The itinerant system of the Method-
ist Church has been the means of
repeatedly changing the field of his
labors from that time; so that he has
been personally identified with the in-

terests of many portions of the State.
He w.as appointed presiding elder of

the St. Croix District, and removed to
Hudson, and afterwards to New llicli-

mond. In the fall of 1871, while
.actively engaged in serving his cliureh
in this capacity, he was approached by
leading men oif the district, ami nrgeil
to accept the nominatioi\ of scn.ator
for the twcnty-fourtli district of the
State. This large district, embracing
eight counties, iK-id such varied and
important interests to subserve, that
whoever represented it in the legisl.a-

ture reiiuired much versatility of
laleiits, and keenne -s of observation, to
satisfy his ci>n-titnonts. Hellcving
that the call was in I lie line of Provi-
dence, Mr. lri-.h accepted the nomina-
tion in behalf of the Uepublicau Jiarly,

and was elected by the unprei'edenlod
majority of nearly two lhou<aiid voles.

It was the lirst instance of a clergy-

man ever having been elected to the
senate of Wi^cllnsin; and Mr. Iri li

I'lilered upon the discharge of his

duties with a strong de-ire lo .advance
the interests of the .Slate by a faithful

and judl"ii)us Christian course.
The famous t,r,iliam Tempc^ranco

Bill f(!Und in him an ardent fiiend;
and its pa~-ago has, by its friends,

been often iiiiputect largely lo his activ-

ity and influeiK'e. Wliatever conclu-
sions may have Ix^en arriveil at con-
cerning the bearing of this law on the
great issiii!s of temperance, it w.as re-

garded at the time as an essential

measure by temperance men. and was
llieref.ire pressed to a su<!C(^ssful issue.

During both years ot Mr. Iri'li's ser-

vice in llio senate, he served also as its

chaplain by tin! rci|uesi of tbitbody.
In the fall of 1872 he was appointed bv
fiov. Washburn, chainuiiu of the State


