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M a Farmer, fettled, aftei- a variety of fortunes, hear th*

banks of the river Dela-ware, in the province of Ptnn-
fyhania. I received, a liberal education, and have been' en-
gaged in the bufy fccnes of life; but am now convinced,
that a man may be as happy without buftlci as with it. My

farm is fmall ; my fervants are few, and good ; I have a little
money at intereft ; I wifli for no more ; my emjjloyment in my
own affairs is eafy; and with a contented grateful mind, nndi-
fturbed by worldly hopes or fears, relating to myfelf, I am com-
pleatmg the number of days allotted to me by divine goodnefs.
Being generally matter ofmy time^ I fpend a good deal of it in

a library, which I think the moft valuable part ofmy fmall eftate;
and being acquainted with two or three gentlemen of abilities and
learning, who honor me with their friendfliip, I have acquired, I
believe, a greater knowledge m hiftory, and the laws and conftitu-
tion ofmy country, than is generally attained by men of my clafs,
many ofthem not being fo fortunate as I have been in the oppor-
tunities of getting infonnation.
From my infancy I was taught to love humanity and liberty.

Enquiry and experience have fince confirmed my reverence for the
leffons then given me, by convincing me more fully of their truth
and exccllenc<!. Benevolence towards mankind, excites wiflies for
tijeir welfare, and fuch wifhes endear the means of fulfilling them
The/e can be found in liberty only, and therefore her facred caufe
ou^ttobe efpoufed by every man, on every occafion, totheut-
moft of his power. As a charitable, jut poor pcrfon ddes not
withhold his mite^ bccaufe lie cannot relieve «//tlie diftreffes of the
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