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ness to be embodied. The regular forces consisted only of

the ordinary peace establishment of British troops, and some

Colonial Regiments, war with America had not been

contemplated by the rulers of England—not another soldier

had been sent across the Atlantic—nay, so decidedly Pacific

were the intentions of the British Government towards

America, that two regiments were actually under orders to

leave the country. All was bustle and activity among the

military authorities of Quebec in getting ready the means
of defence at their immediate disposal. The Militia of the

City voluntarily did garrison duty with the regulars ; the

students of the Seminary had the honour ofmounting guard
at the Castle of St. Louis ; and public prayers were offered

up in all the Catholic and Protestant Churches in the City,

for a blessing on His Majesty's arms. There was ample

evidence that the aptitude of the people of this country for

the profession of arms had not been destroyed by the repose

of half a century. s^

In preparing the foregoing paper I have to acknowledge

my indebtedness to American authors lor information

relating to the war, particularly tc Mr. Benson J. Lossing,

from whose work " Pictorial Field book of the War of 1812,"

to which I have duly refen'ed and from which I have in

many cases transcribed interesting statements verbatim.

The archives of the Literary and Historical Society have

furnished me with some facts relating to the war, v, hich

are, perhaps, now noticed for the first time. If the subject

proves interesting, and if my engagements admit of my
pursuing it, I shall probably continue the narration of the

war on a future occasion, when I intend to dwell more
particularly upon the financial arrangements which were
made to meet the exigencies of the service—thereby con-

necting this lecture with the papers on the currency of

Canada, which I had the honour of reading before this

Society in former years.


