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best he had ever liccii iiMe t<» (U» was sevoii dollars

.^ ^^,.^4; _. some weeks. The insliuct of self-i)i-es(n'-

vation had drivcMi Klzcvii- to take in two lainily

washiniis {n-v week at one dolhir and a half each.

To her snipiist' she did not lose caste. Other so

ciety (ineens IkkI been dethroned for less. And

Klzi'vir correctly .izuessed that because she was pos-

sessed of a hnndred-and-twenty-tive <lollar diamond

riu^', the takiuii in of a couitle of washings was

catalojiued anntn,;; tlie jiistitiable eccentricities of

the wealthy.

She paid the diamond full homaii'e. The Tif-

fanv setting was kejit immaculately clean. The

stone itself sparkle<l (de^antly from the Inown

backiiround of her linger. It was the supreme joy

of her e.\istence, the fetich to save which she had

more than once cheerfully faced hnn-er. Once,

(lurinj:!; a long, jobless jieiioil. I'rias hail insisted

that she pawn the j;(m. " Di"min*s is all rifiht.

JOlzevir, but Ihey is no good ifn you is sta'vin' to

death."
" This lieah ring gw ine stay whai' it is ;it — w hich

is on my linger, "liias. Ifn 1 die fum starvin' be-

cau.se yuu is too la?.y to wuk — then 1 reckon it'll

look gran' on my coipse."

I'.ut all of her pa.ssionate love for the ring could

not eman* ipatt' l'21/.evir fi(»m her cardinal weak-

ness. She was careh'ss. For instance, she had

for nntnths been < ognizant of the fact that one of

ihe prongs was badly worn ami that there was

grave danger of some day losing (he ^ilone. For

months she had con.scientionsly meant to see ;i

;,.,,•!>!!'.'<• :!!>.'.! !!;!ve a new iHotej; installed — but a

thousand and (»ne things ha.l iireventod.


