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She never takes tliinn.s (juite so seriously

as tlie rest of us.

And now T instantly felt that slic had
ranixed lierselF with the nc-weonier.

Sonieliow 1 also felt an Inelination that

way—soniethino- hcyond my eontrol

urn-ino- nie, despite my strono- sense of
loyalty; for, though Miss Ksmeralda
was overwhelmino-ly without the neces-

sary social e(iuii)ment, there was that

about her which drew one irresistibly.

But it was ^Irs. Ted who really lescued
the situation. She came forward with
outstretched hand, and smiled.

" I consider that was very tlu)ught-

ful," she said. " And reallv vou're not
late, after all. Here is dinner just <ro-

ing to be announced this minute."
Then mercifully Iloskins appeared

in the doorway, and somehow or other
we trailed toward dinner, ^rovement
eased the strain we were all under;
and, indeed, Mr. Collins and :\Ir. Willy,
both of whom are usually a trifle heavy
at dinner, seemed, for some mysterious
reason, to take a new lease of life.
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