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22nd day of June, 1904, being an ordinance
respecting the importation into the Yukon
territory, of malt and spirituous or intoxi-
cating liquors or other intoxicants and tha
traffic therein, provision was made that ale,
porter, beer and lager beer shall after the
coming into force of that ordinance, be ad-
mitted fiee into the territory; and

Whereas on the Sth of July, 1908, the Coin-
misioner in Coundil of the Yukon Territory
expressed by resoîntion the opinion that it
would ba a wise and just policy to impose a
fee of fifty cents per gallon on ail porter,
beer and aIes, which. may in the future be
imported into the territory, but that siich tax
should only apply to foreign products and
not to Canadian or British products;

Therefore Ris Excellency the Governor in
Council, in virtue of the provisions of section
16, chapter 63, Revised Statutes of Canada,
1906, enacts as follows:

That the ordînance of the 22nd June, 1904,
îespecting the importation into the Yukon
Territory of malt and spirituons or intoxi-
cating liquors or other intoxicants and traffic
therein, shahl be and the samne is hereby
amended by providing that on and after the
lst day of November, 1908, a tax of fifty cents
a gallon ha imposed upon aîl ale, porter, beer
or lager beer imported into the Yukon Terri.
tory from any foreign country.

Mi. SPROULE. As that imposes a tax
on imported liquors, should not that be done
by a customn law rather than by the ordiîn-
ance passed by the Yukon Council?

Mr. OLIVER. It la a special tax foi
the benefit o! the local revenue of the Yukon
Terrîtory over and above the customs tax.

Mi. SPROULE. Would the province o!
Ontario have a rlght to impose a tax on im-
ported foreign liquors in addition to the
customn tax now levied, and have that rati-
fied here?

Mr. OLIVER. That la a matter for con-
sideration. The governmeut passed this or-
dinance in the belief that it was a proper
ordinance, and that, being in accordance
with the wishes of the Council o! the Yukon
Territory it was sound public policy te, do
it. It may be a matter for argument
whether it is a correct principle or flot,
either ln law or in policy.

Mi. CONGDON. I desire to 'say a word
merely in anticipation of what I think the
Governor in Council will be asked to do a
little later. The Governor in Council was
asked by the Commissioner in Council o!
the Yukon Territory to pass the ordinance
imposlng a tax upon imported aie and beer;
but it is one o! the most unpopular mea-
suies in the Yukon, for the -reason that it
la felt that if men are going to indulge in
intoxicating liquors, it is better that they
should be permitted to indulge ln the llghtel
liquors, and not compelled to pay increased

prices for them, and I have no doubt thal
the Governor iu Couneîl will soon be asked

if7l

by the Yukon Counicil to repeal the ordin-
ance.

Mr. FOSTER. The point raised by the
hon. memiber for East Grey (Mr. Sproule)
seems to be a good point. The province of
Ontario certainly has greater rights prima
facie than a smaller division of the country
like the Yukon Territory. It is an olIder
and larger province and is more settled in
its constitutional privileges and usages.
Suppose the Ontario government were to
introduce legisiation or to, pass by order in
council a resolution imposing on ail im-
ported liquors which came to the border of
the province a tax over 'and above what
the Dominion customs tariff imposed upon
them, I think it would cause a good deai
of surprise and a good deal of question.
This seems to be entering upon a course
which. might lead to any kind of customns
imposition by any province o! the Domin-
ion, which would be absolutely opposéd
to that uniformity which the trade of the
Dominion requirés.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. There is great
force in the point raised by my hon. friand
from. East Grey, not, however, I think, for
the reasons given by my hon. friend fromn
North Toronto. The province o! Ontario
has no power to legisiate at ail lu fiscal
matters. The council o! the Yukon ter-
ritory is not a sovereign body, as the leg-
isiature of Ontario is within its own sphere;
but that sphere does not include fiscal mat-
ters. The Yukon (Jouncil cannot legislate;
it can only make suggestions. It has sug-
gested that a tax should be imposed on
certain beverages. The parliament of Can-
ada alone can deal with that, and it may
be that we cannot deal with it in the way
suggested. I do not know that it can be
deait with lu any other manner than by
a tax Bill. I think the point la worthy
o! consideration.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. It depends alto-
gether on the ternis o! the ýstatute under
which. the ordinance is made. It is en-
tîrely different, I think, in the case cf a
province. This has been done not by the
Yukon councîl, but by the Governor in
Council under the provisions o! a statute
of Canada. The provisions o! that statute
are very wide, and I am not at ail sure,
speaking from memory, that they would
riot embrace this ordinance. That dependa
absoluteiy on the terms of the statute.
The question of poicy which bas been
s spken o! bv the member for the Yukon
(MrI. Con gdoni) is of course an entirely dis-
tinct question. As we have not the terms

*o! the statute before us, and as the subjdct
will require dome discussion, I would sug-
geat that the Minister of the Interior al-
iow the matter to stand for the present,


