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clbe .ommrercial

THE S1UAR QUlESTION.
Thé)e position of stîgar in Canada nt tlic pres9ent

titie is an interesting luatter for thouglit. It
pr scrssine phases wlîich will bce interesting

to ardent politiciaus of cititer prtrty %tripet,
whbite to the indopeudent fece tradcr tîtere is
soinethîîîg aniusiîigly intoresting in the situa-
tien. Tuîî COMMtIîEtcAî lias Malle the esertion
that prota.ction coutil not long hold ont ini
Canada in tho face of the edoptioîi of a more
liberal traite poliry in the Unjteal States. ite
stîgar situiationi provoes titis. Titbe placing oi
r.aw sugar on the lice liât, by t United States,
bas ahrcady creatced a seions menace to protec-
tien in Canada. The price of suigar in the
republic bas beca reduced to away below cur-
rent vaines in Canada, where there is a dut>'
on the raw prodiiot, as welI as on the reflned.
The epponeuts et the party in powver have nlot

becît slow to inal<e tie of the sugar lucstion
agaiîîst tc governiment. Stigar is a staple in
cvery householci, and the fact tliat severai
ilourils more of the article can bc obtained in
the States than in Ciuitula for S1, is a matter
wbhieb wiilweiglî rnorewithtbcaverageindividual
Iliau btiboels of arguments for or agatnst protec-
tion Th.'e average individual, and the linuse-
ivife in particular, will nlot bothier thcmselves
about ntteîîîpting te uinderstand arguments,
t0aen tlîey have a fact like titis betore thein, thàt
soigar is very lunch cheaper iii the United
States titan ini Canada. The situation is titere-
fore a menace to the prescnit part' in. power,
,tud a powerfut weiglit in faver of the part>'
'if commtercial enion.

Tite tact of the inatter. hiowevair, i?, that the
aLgar situation dtocs flot coit for îîîu'il cither
foreor agaiîîst protection. In the United States
it i te Itigli tariff party wbich is eudeavoring
te gain popularity by giv-ing the people chenal
sogar Thtis lias been donc by alaolislting t
dîîty ou rav, wile there is still a nîcasure
ef proectiont to home retiners by a dut>' upon
rtfiîicà sugar. Canada coîild casily follow suit
and loi) off the dnt>' on rawv sugar, wittott
interfering with the prescrit proteutive policy,
for the rofiners coula stili bic protcctedl ly a
loty upon the rcfiucd article. In Canada,

ho%%cecr, there is the qîuestion of revenue %vtich
inust be considered. Tfli revenue detived
front the raw sugar duties is ant importat item,
and or financial situation docs not admit of
any reduction of the public revenue. WVe ]lave
Piied up vast obligations within the past decade,
for putblic %vorks and otlier expendittîreè, in-
terezt upon wvhiclî uât lac met. No doulat
çorrulit tu\Peedlitures çould lie gretly reducedt,
but tItis is a ditlicuit miatter for politiciani; to
uniertake, and iu spiva ot declainatioîs in favor
of ecotiomny, public expenditure appears to bie
gratiuall>' increasiîag. At present it requizes
or full revenue te pilot tic sbip of stato along,

andl lîcuîce auy rcduction is viewcd witlî alarm.
This is tîte situation la regard to suger. The
goveruîîîcut will bac obliged to m.iko soine niove
te clicapen sugar, to avoid the disadvantage of

its opaponents pointing to the low price of sugar
in the States. On te other bmandl there is thn
qutestion et liow te mnake uip for tho loss of the
suigar reveute. Cuitting down publie emipenses
is otît ot the question, as sucli a tuove <tocs flot
conic %vitlin tîte scopie of political action. Te'
,nitke nii the loss b>' piling up dettes on otiier
articles wotuld cu-cate tiontility iu new qîîarterq.
The outeonie will probal> lie a reductioo
iii part, if not lthe total abolition of tlie tax
on rawv sugar, wvith a reductioti in propor.
tion vipon refincd. An atteîaîpt wili pro.
laably lie made te balance the revenue lîy
a ''re-adjiistincnt" of the dut>' on aene other
articles, inclualing probab>' Iiquîora.

MuANITOBA GATILE.
ht was predictetl ly soine, that owiîîg te the

large ahipments o! cattle fromt Manitolais
year, laetf cattle ,vould bu scarce tItis spring.
Tbis bas proveci te lie a unistake. lit cattie
liave licen abundant ail the 8pritig, aîîd iîîstcad
cf a scarcit>', there appears te lbe a surplus.
Already ahipments cast.ward bave been resumed
on an extensive sente, a number of train lo.mds
baving gone torward witbin tîte past fcw Nweeks.
Same of tiiese tire for direct expert to Britaimi,
wlîile otîters wiil lie placed on the Montreat
market, and %vil) probably asao lic taken for
expert.

The large âhipisnts of cattle tront Mantitoba
iast tea8on, was a surprise to nîsu>', but oven
thon it was leekcdl upea b>' soine as a spasmoc
movement, %iticb Nvould result in causing a
sîtortage for local supplies. That this lias not
been tihe case, proves that stock.raising in
Manitoba lis milde greater adivancemnîet titan
ba<l been iinagined. T1his province riy now
bie consideredl as having regtîlariy entereti the
market as a sîipper of cattle, and liercatter
there witl ne doulit bie a steadily inereasiug
e\pnrt etflicef atnils tront tlîe cauutry. This
is ver>' gratilying to those interestetl iu tlîe
progresa and prosperit>' ot Nanitoba6 I t shows8
tlîat otîr agricultuîrisita have matde rapid ad.
vancenient in tlîe directioni of nîiixed farining,
suit that they are not depending so excînsivel>'
tipon grain crop3 as tltcy wero a fewv years ago.
,Manitoba, as a shipper of boe cittle, is botind
te malte a gond record. Tite conditions for
profitable stock-raisitig are exceedimtgiy favora-
blc, whîite the tartuers arc certain te fied a
diversifying et thteir operations mîore profitable
tlîan holding cxcltîsivcly te growing svbcat.

There is one point which reijuires te bie urgea
upon tarmers iii counection svitb raising stock
for export. TIhis is quality. Cireful attentieîî
sbould bc given tu the clItas ot anîimais raised.
It is very inucli more profitable te raise good
cette titan scrnb3. For tite home iniket tiîis
i% net se important, theugli it is atill arn adl.
vatîtage. But wheti it cornes to expert business,
it i8 necesear>' that gooJ anittos, brel1 for
choice licef, shnuld bce raiscîl. Lt costs ne more
te bandie good stock for expert, Mlille f'or snicl
the price obtainable is proportionutely mtore
rmmuîierative and the titsrkct more certain.

Notice is herelay givea àhat J. G. Sinmpson,
of bloose Jaw, Assa., dcattr iu lutaber, etrc.,
lias inads au assignaient te H. Crowo, ef ino.
nipeg.

COMMIJNIIJATIIJN,
Tho hgricultural Iiuiplemunt linfac-

tiirers vs, the Farmers and
Merohauts.

7'o t/a' li1U,a' of/t coann'rrial.

Tite experience of ail those whose bleiiness
-emoiîîs tbem te observe everytlîing that affecta
teu firnanLial condaitions of this province anda the

nortlsi'eqt, lias shoovu them during tîte last
se' -.r or ciglît iontlms, peilîaps more ecarly
thon dlariutg aîîy otîter perioti, that, tte tnost
aituibing <tiement iii tîte financial businîess
et the country nut one ot the mont serionts
lîitdranccs to the progresa et tue ngricultural
and mertantile claises is the condition .îndcr
svbiah the agrictîltal implemnt businc"s is at
proscmit cîirried on in tii couîntry.

It the lirist place tise agçlictdtnral impîcînent
manufacturer is ttrotecteil b>' a aiuty et 3.3 per
cent., wlticb, wlben ail tise cir':iistances are
coîîsidercal. is scen te lac the most unjust endi
uîcrnicions impost in tbe whlolc tautif systemn.
Thorn is no pretetîse thiat lie is boing protccted
against the "patiper labor" et E~urope, as no
Eurepeaii country manufactures agriculturai
implemeats to the extent of being possible cein-
petitors, the naturel conditions net bcbng
favorable te suci mnanufacture in most Ecro-
peau countries. The Canaclian implement
tnaker's e'îly possible rival is the manufacturer
ot the U'nited States, svho isablînseit itiatufac-
turing at lîigb coit, owing te the prevaient in-
diation in lis ewn couzntry. SIe bave thus a
two-story tariff cectcd for the benefit et the
Canadian manufacturer of tisese goods. To
say tliat the adifférence ln the cost ot rasv mate,
rials jastifies a duty of 35 per cent. on tho
inantufacturcd article is errant nonsense. ily
ineaus of this extravagant dut>', the itaplement
malter is enabled te charge prices absîîrdly
disproportionatc te tbe inlîcrcîît value et bis
%vares,as can lac seuwhcn blis profits are lirouîght
into coînparison wvitl tiiose of what ina> las
calledl the legitimnate a'ontinercial community.

In bis financial arrangemecnts svitli the
fêtriners, wbe boy bis impîcinents lho la, if pes-
sible, even more for.utnate still tItan in hîs
"protectedl" priviieges. It is a custemn, etreng-
Uîencd lay long htsag-, for the farnier te give a
note or notes, for aîay balanice lett unpaid on
faim machines et the titue of sale. Tbese notes
centain the essence of ail tîte trouble %iticit is
causcd by titis most unsettling business. The
notes usuell' licar intcrest at 8 per cent. per
annuin frot their date te tnaturit>', atter %whicb
tlîey cail for 12 per cent. Tbey eînbody a lien
on tise article, in paymîient for îvhicb tbey are
given and alsu, an agrcemet b>' the niaker that
in the event of tue mianufacturer dcaning it
possible tîtat any of the cttrrent notes reiglat
miot lie paid tiiatel>', lie eau declare thom due
and payable et am> tinte. But the îîîost im-
portant, aad mîost daugeroits provision et ail,
is the clause by svbich the mlier surreeders bis
exemnption privileges, thereby placiug hiniself
cntirely et the inercy et the implement dealer.
Tt aese veryswvccping «tad irou-clad arrangements
have the effect et placing the ;nriplement dealer
iu tIse position of a preterred creditor. The
bearinq et this on the legitituate merchtnt; is
qutite casil>' uuderstoed. If a taorser wbo is a
delator of tie macinme people and et the mer-
chant, bas net eougit te liujuidate aIl bis liabili-
tics, the merchant ust inevita'ly lac tise sol-


