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THE EDITOR'S EQUIPMENT.
A W'LSTtRN MIAN'8 t'OtNTE1 i t -FIECTION ON TUîE Qt.Lf.îI'Es

U N DER the title "T'he MlakeRendy," IV. FI. Iloon, of
The Sutherland, Ia., Courier, contributed a pauier to a

western press association. lie said:
'recbnically, this expression rellers ta a part af the regular,

everyday work of a printing office, and in that sense is a proper
subject for discussion at such a meetiig as this. No douibt, sucb
a discussion miglit resuir in decided benefit ta ail], but for sorte
time the idea lias been running in my mind that there is another
sense in which tble terni, Ilmnake ready," niigbt be used, and tbat,
passibly, wve pay tao littie attention to that sense of the terni.
F-or that reison, perhaps, more than any other, I have con-
cluded to turîl yaur thouglits as weil as I may toward 'Îhe
Imake-ready " of ourselves for our profession ; and 1 wvauld lumit

the discussion to editarial work as a profession, and flot as a
business.

Should the subject be taken up as a business matter, it would
probably be easy ta say wliat preparation sbould be made. If
yau would succeed yau shauld store your mmnd witb the knowl-
edge of a Gladstone, your pocket with the wealtb of a Vanîder-
bilt, your saul wtb the patience of a )ob, and biave witbitî your
being the inborn wisdom of a Solomon. Mien, wben thus
equipped, you shauld-go into sornie other business.

Seriously, bowever, men in any and every fine of business
are likely ta advise you ta do sometbîng else. But we can't al
follow this advice. 'rhere are sartie successful people ini ail fines
of work-except, possibly, that of running a tbrcshing machine ;
that is said ta bie sure ta ruin the mani who keeps at it. But
there are successful editors, and, as "lhope springs eternai in
the humani breast," we ail think tbat wce, tao, mnay enter the
cbarmed circle.

But would it flot bc ivell for everyone who thinks of trying
to tread the editorial patb ta success ta first malze ant invoice af
whbat he can use and what lie absolutely needs ; lie, take an
inventary of what hie actually passesses, and dien carefully and
critically compare the two and decide as ta the wisdom of
tackhing the job?

Tbe first thing one naturally thinks af is educational qualifi-
cations. IVbat should these be? Undoubtedly, you should
bave a callegiate training, if yau can get it. Jr isn't absolutely
necessary ta get yaur knoledge at a college; îr cati be gotren,'
we ail know, riglit in the midst af work for daily bread. But
getting it that way is slower, and sametimes we are confined ta
narrawer limits, and we are very likely ta get sanie erraneaus
notions; for we do nat airen have the advice and aid ai trained
and develaped minds, as the callegian has. WVe are mare iikely
ta wvaste tine in warking out ideas tbat are not worth the
effort we put on theni. 'l'lien, taa, the sel" made muait is santie.
times toa prone ta religion-to worsbip bis " maker " toat much.

But, whether aur education is obtained in school or aut, let
it be as broad and tbaraugh as we can make it. 'l'le nearer
we camne ta knowing everyrhing, the better ive are equipped for
editorial work. The next best thing ta universal knlotledge is
the knowled-e of where ta get any information we may lack.

Sa far, wbat bias been said wvilI apply equally as wvell to' the
consideration of atîy profession. But tiiere are thitîgs that apply
more forcibly ta the editor's work than ta that of any ath r.

'l'le editor slîould ba.-ve sucb p)aiers of observatiotn that ntiating
escapes bis niotice, and lie mîust bave a real interest in everything
lie se,.. lie shauld lie able ta hold bis niind clasely to every.
rbing that camtes wihin reach oi lits setises, front a prayer-

mieeting ta a basubali gaine P- frani universal gravitation ta tîte
larcst slang. lie sbould bave the iiatve ta observe clearly, cotn-
serutively, lagically, conipletely anîd discrinitiiately. Clearly,
that lie shall not inisrepresetit ; cotîsecutively, tlit lie shahl tnot

confuse the order ai a series ai events ; logicahly, tliat lie shall
fiat attribute restliîs ta the wranlg causes ; completel>', int hoe
shahl Omit nlo importatît poitnt ; atnd discritiiiniately, thnt lit! nily
omnit non.-essentials.

Fie should ktîow the Etiglish latîguage sa tlîat lie cati uise it
carrectly, clearly and pawerfully. Ile sliould understand the
încaning and farce af the ivords lie uses. Ile sliould ktîow, for
exatutple, that whien lie says il I rained duritîg flie da.y," lie lias
stated tlîat tie ramn lasted thraugli the entire day ; tOiat wlietî lie
says, Il %e will be glad ta becar (rani biini again," lie lias iit nîed
his readers ai lus purpase or deternîinatîon ta be pleased-
whîether lie watîld naturally like it or tiot. Thîe Etiglislî
language is a wvonderiul instrument witli which ta express
thiauglît, and the editor %lio uses it shîauld have the best knaw%-
ledge ai it lie cati possibly abrain. And bis knawlcdge should
include the ability ta spell, capitaliz.e and l)untiate correctly.
Punctuatioti is onie ai the most .elusive atnd yet nîast powerfuil
atds anc cati use ta express whîat lie wats to say. 'l'lie editor
shîould also be able ta rend proof acciîrarely. Iii tlîis lie nmust
bave gaad powers ai observatiotn as ta forni, atnd HIe ability ta
see a large number ai thîings nt otnce and tnote atîythitg iliat is
out ai hîarmcny uvith the rest.

B-ut ail this cati have but little effect, so Car as we biere ire
cotîcernied. %Ve are already in the hîarness, and have deter.
mined already tlîat we are properly qualified atnd equi>ped for
editorial wvork. Ver, tliere is saniething further leit for us ta do.
Ini cboasing aur apprentices, we. cati study tlîetî better thiati
tlîcy can study thîemselves, anîd can take an inve,îtory ai thelr
qualificatiotns and judge wliethier thîey are as wcl prepared as
tbey should be for the work. In thie couîntry office the b)oy
wlict starts ta learn the meclîaticah part ai tîewspaper work is
likely ere long ta try thie editarial part also. if we are cati-
vinced that a boy bias flot thte natural ability and is nat likely ta
get thie necessary training for successful editarial work, are wve
-ot doitîg him an inijustice by encauraging Iii-ii ta go oti? IVe

.iuld by aIl meatus encourage and blj>i ery willirtg youth,
but let us nat encourage fil ta attempt tint for wlîicl lie is
îîot, and is certain not ta become, prolierly fitted. If we waould
benefît tlie profession, let us pay more attentiotn ta the editorial
"9make-ready."

ThIo relbr". onthîtives of 1'RINTPIt AND V'UtILISItEit betîg cona.
atintiy lti tond, wvitiî Printcrit, Litiogrîîtlier, Eiigraxerit, Pibhthrs
ittlii other, coticernAi ising Tylbe, 'retiRiet iint :acitery nir ait kiît,,, lti
tt liart or canan,, gonîctttneg lieur of bsirgiîi i ii ewv undt Kecî,it

linîtf plant. An>' meilier wi vii tesi te lity> iiytiitig, lit 1113' tiiiie,
glioultt send it postalt carît tîe tiw aontrejit or Toroisto %,tc~ viii o
snîiy tic able to gir,, liiîî a ttp irimerc the, exact aîrticle lie 'rîat,,s te
iminy bce liait.
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