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[Jaxuvary,

there walking up and down in close communion with nttomneys;

and there are aprucely-dressed strangers from the country,| cross Street, and tha Queen’s Denllienot lorgetung the

either hobbing in and out of the variona conrts, L1 else stand-
ing otill, with their necks bent back, and their mouths epen
ns they atare at the wooden angels at the corners of the onken
timbers overhead.

The courts here are, ns it were, & series of ante-chambers
ranged along vne side of the apacious Hall; and as you enter
somo of thein, you have to bob your head beaeath n heavy rod
cloth curtain.  The judge, or judges, are seated on a long,
soft-looking, crimson-covered bench, and costumed in wigs
that fall on either side their face, like enormous spanicl's enrs
and with periwigged barristers piled up in rows before them,
a8 if they wero sv many mediceval medieal students attending
the lectures at sume antiqueted hospital. Then thero is the
legal fruit-stall, in one of the neighboring passages, for the
distribution of ** apples, oranges, iscuits, ginger-heer ”’ —and
sandwiches—to the famished attendants at eourt; and the
quiot old-fushivned hotels, fur the accommodation of witnesses
gon:l the country, ranged along the oppesite side of Palace

ard.

Hfow different is oll this from the central ~riminal court at
.0 Old Bailey! ‘There we find a large boiled-beef establish-
ment, with red steaming rounds in the window, side by siue
with the temple of justice, and a mob of greasy, petty lar-
ceny-like friends of the ** prisoner at the bar, 7 ard prim-look-
ing policemen, gatherad round the court doors and beside the
gateway leading to the sheriff’s entrance at the back, waiting
the igsue of that duy’s trials. Then within the court, upon the
bench thero are tho aldermen, reading the daily papers, or
writing lotters, attired in their purple silk gowns trimmed
with fur, and with heavy gold S collars about their neck ; and
the under-sheriffs in their court-suits, with their lace frills and
rufles—the Intter encirching the hand like the cuv paper round
bouquets—swith their black rapiera at their side, and all on
the same seat with the full-wigged judges : and the barristers
below crowded round a huge ;Ioo-table, that is littered with
bags and briefs; aad the jury packed in their box at one side
of the little court—vhich, by the by, seems hardly bigger than
8 back parlur—with a long *“ day-reflector” suspeuded over
their heads, and throwing an unnataral light vpoo their faces ,
whilst in the capacivous square dock, facing the bench, stands
the prisoncr at the bar awaiting bis doom, with the Governor
of Newgate seated at one corner of the compartment, and a
turnk~y at the other.

‘This again is all'verw different from the shabby-genteel
crowd, with its melange v. ““tip-staffs”” aod sham attornies,
gatherod about the insolvent eourt, and the neighboring public
houses, in Portugal Street ; that, too, utterly unlike the quaint,
old-fashioned tribunals in Doctor’s Commons ; these, moreaver,
the very opposite to the petty county courts, that have little to
distinguish them from private houses, except the crowd of ex-
cited debtors, and creditors, and pettifoggers grouped ouside
the doors; and those on the other hand, entirely distinct from
the still more iusignificant police courts, with their groups of
policemen on the door-stop, and where, at certain hours, may
be seen the sombre-looking prison van, that is like & cross be-
tween o hearse and an omnibus, with the turnkey conductor
seated in a kind of japan-leather basket besido the door at the
ond of the vehicle.

Yarther, there are the several prisons scattered throughout
tho metropolis, and forming an essential part of the lezal
capital: the gloomy, yet handsome prison pile of Newgate,
with its bunch of fetters over each doorway—the odd pologon.
sbaped and rampart like penitentiary, perched on the river
bank by Vauxhall—the new prison at Pentonville, with its
noble, portcullis-like gatoway—the city prison at Holloway,
half castle, half madhouse, with its tall central tower, remind-
ing one of some ancient stronghold—besides the less pictur-

esque and baro walled Coldbath Fields, and Tothill Fields, sud

Horsemonger Lane, and the House of Detention, and White-

maustiess hutks, with their grim-looking barred port hijes,

"These, however, constitute rather the legal institutions of
London than the legal localities ; anid that there nre cortain
districts that aro chiefly occuriml by lawyers, and which have
a peculiarly lugubrious legal air about them, w half-houtr’s
strull alung the purheus of the inna of court s sufficient to
Cunsings us,

Of this legal London, €haneery Lane may be cunsidered
the capitvi ; and here, s we have before said, everything
smacks of the law.  The brokers deal only inlegal furniture,
the publishers only in Fearne on Remainders and Impey’s
Practice, and such hike dry legal books —and the stationers in
skins of parchment and forms of wills, and law-lists and al-
manacs, and other legal applianees.  T'hen the dining rooms
and * larders 7 so plentiful in this quarter, are adapted to tho
taste and puckeis of lawyer's clerks: and there are fruiter-
ers, and ovyster-rooms, and ** «f# resiwrants,”” bakers, and
*cocks,” and ‘ rainbows,” for barris‘ers nnd atiornegs to
lunch at; and * spunging-hnuses,” barred like small lunatic
asylums, and with an escreising yard at the back like a bird
cage, and patent offices; and public-houses, frequented by
bauifls’ folluwers and managing clerks; and quiet lovking
taverns, which serve occasionally as eourts for commissions
“de lunateco.”

Nuw, the peoplo inhabiting the legal localities of the meo-
trupolis are a dustiet tribe, impressed with views of life and
theuries of human nature widely different from The mure
simple portivn of humanity. With the legal gentry allis
Juubit and suspicion.  No man is worthy of being trusted by
word of mouth, and none fit to he believed but on his oath.
Youur true lawyer opines, with the avch-diplomatist Talleyrand,
that speech was given to man not to express, but to conceal
Lis thoughts; and we may add, it is the legal creed that the
faculty of reason was conferred on vs merely to enable human
beings to “*special plend,” a e, to split logical hairs, and
tu demunstrate tu dunderhead jurymen that black is white.

What beauty is to a Quaker, and philantrophy to a political
econumist, honor is to your gentlemen of the long robe—a
moral will-o’-the.wisp, that is almost sure to mislead those
who trust to it. The only safe social guide, cries the legal
philosopher, is to consider every one a rogue till you find him
honest, and to take the blagkest view of all men’s natures in
your dealings with your friends and associates ; believing that
there is no bright side, as has been well said, even to the ~ow
moon, until experience shows that it is not entirely dark.
In legal eyes, the idea of any one’s word being s good as his
bond isstark folly ; and though, say the lawyers, our chiefaim
in lifo should be to get others to reduce their thoughts to writing
towards us, yet we should abstain from pen, ink and paper
as long as nassible, 80 as to avoid “committing ourselves”
towards tkem. Or if, in the frank communion of friendship,
wa are ever incautious enough to be betrayed into professions
that might hereafter interfere with our pecuniary interests,
wo should never fail, before concluding our letter, to have
suficient worldly prudence to change tho subscription of
“Yours sincerely,” into ** Yours, wilhout prejudice.”’

That Jawyers sce many examples in life to afford grounds
for such social opinions, sll must admit; but as well might
surgeons believe, because geoerally dealing with sores and
ulcers, that none are healthy; and physicians advise us to
abstain from all cluse commuunion with our fellows, so as to
aeoid the chanve of contagion, because some are diseased.
Nor would it be fair to assert that every lawyer adopts so un-
christian and Hubbesian a creed. There are many gentle-
nen orf the rolls, at the bar, and on the bench, who lean
rather to the ehivalrous and trusting than the cynic and skep-
tical view of life; and many who, though naturally inclining
towards the Brutus philosophy, and preferring stoical justice




