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of a tonnage bounty te every vessel en- tacts from lest yearh trade returns. We
gaged in tle fisheries, and te ail licensed shail now giva figu'es fron the 'eturns
boats. Sevéral articles are Io be placed for the yeai' 1881. Ve sial1 take the first
on the fi'eè list, such as tin in blocks, pigs tiree items under the head of Cotton
bars and sheets, Britanniametals, quinine Manufactures, viz., e Grey ni unhleached
quicksilver, and brass in sheets. The duty "and bloached cottons, sheetings, drills,
on i·on is te be reduced from $2 te $1 per Il ducks, etc., net stained, pain!.ed or
ton. There are quite a number of other "pi'inted." e Gînghamsand plaids,dyed
articles on the list, but as the nggregate ci ni' cnlni'ed." "Denims, diillings, har
custonis reduction is estimated at ,000,-canton flarinels, duks, nd
000, and tea alone is nearly $900,000, andi "îhîillg, dy r iolorec, clenked aod
coffee about $60,000, the other articles dlç;fi'iper shii'ings, cettonades, etc."
cannot be of nmich importance. Of course No' the fo'egoiiig gous are mannfac'
the tea and coffee imported direct from fured in Canada, and aie likcwise
the United States will still pay the ten impnî'ed frein G'eat B'itain and the
pet' cent. extra, which wrould be about United States under heavy protective

$30,000. duties. We daim thatthey are £ai' items
There is an nid saying that figures can for cemparison. The impoits of these

be made te prove anytliing, and Sir Leon- gonds frouGreat Britain last yaar ware
ard Tilley did not fail te endeavor to $952,41.2, whiclî paid duties ameuot-ing te
make out that the effect cf his tariff was $304331.54, or rather above 32 per cent.
to reduce the impo ts from the United The imports ef the sama articles fînus the
States, and te increase those from Great United States were $1,008,974, which
Britain. We doubt much whether the paici duties amnunting te $279,502.66,
year selected, 1877, is a fair one, and we or 274 per cent., being rathei more tban
thînk it mtich more desirable te institute 4 per cent. 1 ,aid on Br'itish in excess of
a cemparison betwcen the years cnding Ufnited States ierts ta the geods 0
respectively 30h Jtine, 1880 andl iSSI, question. This arises frein the operation
when the tarif' n'as the saine and circum- or the specif duty per yard, thre having
stances lînt îvidcly diffei'ent. been 10,579 565 square yards in the

In 1880 the dutiable gondls impnrted Br'itish gonds, and 8,352.905 in those frein
freinteUited Statesn'aie $19,586,567, the Unitem States. The price per yard is

and in188125,632 313,heing an inMrease ver 3 cents iger on the- Aerican than
of$6,065,746, or about 31 per .ent. "n 1880 the British gonds., set eint be borne il
the dutiabla imports frein Great ritain. md that the numb r t yards stated is
were 82 8,038,118, and in 1881 $3p,860,- te gd'oss quantity and that the prices
461, being an increase of $7,822,"43, or vary on the diffrent qualities, but the
about 28par cent. The inc'ease, inithe difference in price is about 3 cents per
free gonds. n'as much the saima, viz., fro yard on each quality et gonds.
Gr'eat Bîtain 11.300,241, and fim t e We thinkthat Sir Lennard Tilley is
United States $U,291,418. inclinied te attach tne litta importance

T1'he mest starffing circuinstance con. te tha influence lmicmh the great increase
nected with the returs, and ost ot experts lias had on the condition et
assuredly ne e could foini agn idea of it, td peopl. The aggregate increas in
f'om Sir' Leonard Tilley's speech, ia th 1881 over 1880 as about ten millions of
effeet of the taî'ifl' on a cl$ss o? gonds dollars, of which about eight millions ras
which it was specîally intandad te pretect, en produrts of the foi-est, and theme and
vis., cetton manufactures. Not-hing cen *a haf millions in animais and their pro-
be more deceptive than th figures duce. Agricultural produts iere about
employei t beprove that these duties ara a million less, an there ern trifing
crlculated te encourage m1p8rts frin adutions undi ether béads. Under
;Gr'eat Briitain. 0f .cour-sa it Es Wirel- the hcad ofinanufactuies thera is a falling,
known that there aie certain descriptions off the items hips sold te other
etIcottons, principally the moreexpansive countris
foods, n which th e United State s annt We n$ticd 9 ,ith p58ea6,6 the encour-
camp et with Great Britain, irle the aging viev which Si' Leonard Tilley took
Canadien maànufectureis do net pînduce et' tha futurec, in wii iva think ha is
theo et ail. Thes gonds arfe Iargly justifi$,6, alth7ug4 it is fer fre inptprrba-8
tied brteim f pom Great Britaii t a renue ie that it wiil ha foun(l naccssary ta
duty e 2 per cent., and by blocking ail make sema changesthe the tarif' befe
cofton gonds together it is made te long. Nemreeerecevzas made te any
appear that Gre t Bitain comptes with change ic suga' duties as a cose-
tha United States at e great adantag. quence e the introduction e untaxa
This is siply a delusion, an e thatn-a beet suga'. It is prepestarous te imagine
have already called attention ta, citing that fli prescnt dutias, vlsich are ever 44

per cent. on the lowest grade, 49 per cent.
on the next, and over 56 per cent, on tlie
highest, can be maintained if beet sugar
is to be untaxed. Saine of the topics
referred to in the speech will be consider&d
separately in connection with the esti-
mates of revenue and expenditure for the
coming year.

THE GAS SUPPLY.

The discuision as to the expediency of
establishing a new gas company lias been
recently revived on the alleged ground of
excessive charge. It ivould be well that
the citizens of Montreal should fully
realize the consequences that vould en-
sue if such a policy should be carried out,
even with the greatest success. It would
be no trifling annoyance te have new
pipes laid in ail our streets, but that evil
would be of only secondary magnitude.
We shall assume ail minor difficulties sur-
mounte:l, the new company chartered,
the capital subscribed, and the business
established. There woild most assuredly
follow active competitioi 1,etween the
rival companies, cheap gas for a time, and
finally aimalgamation, and rates as high, if
not highier, than before. he true remedy
foi' the grievance complained of, is thîat
the corporation vhich undertakes te sup-
ply the citizens with water should aIse
perform the saine duty with regard to gas.
There are iot a fewi among the city's
representatives in the City Council who
are desirious tiat tie city should become
the proprietor of the street railways,
which would be very mach more objection-
able than its owning gas wo-ks. It has of
late been a by no means uncommon prac-
tice in Great Britain and the' United
States for the supply of gas te be fur-
nished by the citizens themselves in their
corporate capacity, and it piobahly vould
be the most adlvantaeous course that
could be followed under existing circum-
stances. Of course thera wonl I be diffi-
culties in matters of detail, and in obtain-
ing possession of -the property of the
City Gas Comnpany, but tihese could pro-
bably be surmounted, and at ail events,
it will be well te make the trial befoie
resorting te any othr expedient. I the
party favorable te the puichase of the
street railways should succeed in their
attempt, there will be a good many diffi-
culties te be removed before the nev
organization will be in satisfactory wark-
ing order, and it is at least doubtful
whether it could be made a success. In
the case of the gas worcs, the only point
te settle would be the ýprice of the
property.


