
It is probably to the latter class — 
modern traditions — even with all 
their plausibilities, based upon the 
superstitious and stoical nature of the 
Aborigines—that several of the best- 
known Legends concerning Niagara 
belong.

Three of those legends, especially, 
appeal to the imagination. One relates 
to Worship, one to Healing, one to 
Burial,—embracing the Deity, Disease, 
and Death.

The Legend of Worship is the 
inhuman yet fascinating one that the 
Onguiaahras (one of the earliest-known 
orthographies of the word Niagara), who 
were a branch of the Neutrals, and dwelt 
in the immediate vicinity of the Great 
Fall—and, according to Indian custom, 
took their name from the chief physical 
feature of their territory—long fol­
lowed the custom of annually sacrificing 
to the Great Spirit “ the fairest maiden 
of the Tribe sending her, alive, over 
the Falls in a white canoe (which was 
decked with fruits and flowers, and


