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had the misfortune to fall into difgrace, and to find all that he

had done, and all that he had advifed, which perhaps was of

no lefs confequence, mifunderftood, and turned to his difad-

vantage. Ati this is the moft remarkable part of his perfonal

hiftory, fo it feems to deferve our and the reader's attention on

another account, I mean the relation it has to the (late of ma-

ritime affairs in thofe days ; and, therefore, I ilrall give as clear

and concife an account thereof as I can. It is a very dangerous

thing either to offend the great, or fall into the diflike of the

many. Sir William Monfon was fo unlucky to run into both

thefe misfortune^ ; the former he incurred through a defire of

ferving his country, and the latter by his zeal in difcharging his

duty on a ticklifh occaiion. His great knowledge in maritime

affairs, and the confidence which the feamen had in him,

brought to hb view mof^ of the grievances in the navy, whicix

he honeftly laboured to redrefs. This gave rife to a commifTion

for that purpofe, that has been often mentioned, and that com-

miflion gave great diftafte to the earl of Nottingham, then lord

high-admiral, and to thofe who under him had the chief ma-

nagement of the fleet. It went on notwithflanding ; a great

reformation was made, and the king faved abundance of money

in this article ; which, however, did not lefTen the fpleen con-

ceived againfl Sir William Monfon, for having fet this defign on

foot*.

The other accident which hurt hiq:i with the people was this :

the Lady Arbella having made her efcape, orders were fent

to Sir William Monfon to prevent, if pofTible, her getting ei-

ther into France or Flanders ; and though he did not receive

thefe orders till twenty-four hours after her departure, yet he

executed them mofl effectually, and retook her in a bark bound

for Calais, within four miles of that place'. This was the

fame lady, concerning whom fo much noife had been made m

had

» See naval trafti, p. 370, where our author enmncratei the many abures

committed in the navy, with the meanj of reforming them, and which abufe*

he fays begin to creep in like ruft into iron, at the latter end of Qnten Elifa-

bcth'i reign. ' Winwood's memorials, vol. iii. p aSo. This lady

h in m-(l of onr hirtorians called the Lady Arabella; but, in the proclamation

piihlilhcd upon her flight, and which is extant in Rymer's fadcra, vol. xvi,

p. ft-^, fti.; is liylffi the l.ady Arbcila, and f Jbe wrotP. lior niir.c.

the


