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itckcloth or mortifying the flcih. The flrit Cni^ido, a motley trrny

of knit{lit«, |MMi(ltlirlft«, baroiiM, lnnggMt^ wonion, niul childron, »et

out upon tlioir wild c«reor. TIkmi ciiido the second, tlio third, and

the fourth. Cruvading wait the amuncmcnt and occupation of two

centurivii. Two niilllona of tluropcans poriihcd in tho cauae before

It WAS abandoned. A fuw words concerning itn vflfoct npon the

oiviliaatiou of Europe are necesnary here, in direct pursuance of our

lubjeot.

During their atny In Palestine the OuNaders learned, and In a

measure ac(|uired, the liablta of Eastern life. They brought back

with them a taste for the pccniiar products of that region—Jewels,

silks, cutlery, perfume, spices. A brisk commcco through the

length and brdadth of the Mediterranean was the speedy conse*

quence. Genoa, Pisa, Florence, Venice, covered the waters of their

inland sea with sails, trafficking from the ports of Italy to those of

Syria and Egypt. In every maritime city conquered l9y tho Crus<

aders, trading stations and bazaars were established. Marseilles

obtained from the kings of Jerusalem privileges and monopoliea of

trade upon their territory. Venice surpassed all her rivals In the

splendour and extent of her commerce, and it was for this that the

Pope, Alexander III., sent the Doge tho famous nuptial ring with

which, in assertion of his naval supremacy, ** to wed the Adriatic."

The ceremony was performed from the deck of the Bucentaur^ or

state galley, with every possible accompaniment of pomp and par-

ade. The vessel was crowned with flowers like a bride, and amid

the harmonies of music, and the acclamationtt of the spectators, the

ring was drop|)ed Into tho sea. The Republic and the Adriatic,

long betrothed, were now indissolubly wedded. This ceremony was
repeated from year to year.

The Normans, the Danes, tho Dutch, imitated the example of the

Italians, or, as they were then called, the Lombards, bnt were

rather occupied In conveying provisions to the armies tb .n in trad-

ing for their own account.

It was during the Crusades that the French navy was created.

Philip Augustus, who, on his way to Syria, and thence home again,

could not have remained Insensible to the advantages of possessing

a strong force upon the ocean, formed, upon his return, the nnclens

of a national fleet, for the purpose of defending his coasts either

against pirates or foreign Invasion.

While the necessity of transporting articles from the East to sop-

ply the demand thus created in the West, gave a stimulus to com-
merce and navigation, manufactures were encoaraged and developed


