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me, arid proves to me tlieir friendship so clearly, as the informa-

tion they give me of their sentiments and those of others en inte-

resting points where I am to act, and where information and
warning is so essential to excite in me that due reflection which
ought to precede action. I leave this about the 21st, and shall

hope the District Court will give me an opportunity of seeing you.

Accept my affectionate salutations, and assurances of cordial

esteem and respect.

Th : Jefferson.

LETTER III.

TO DOCTOR BENJAMIN RUSH.

Washington, October 4, 1803.

Dear Sir,.

No one would more willingly than myself pay the just tribute

due to the services of Captain Barry, by writing a letter of condo-

lence to his widow, as you suggest. But when one undertakes to

administer justice, it must be with an even hand, and by rule

;

what is done for one, must be done for every one in equal degree.

To what a train of attentions would this draw a President ? How
difficult would it be to draw the line between that degree of merit

entitled to such a testimonial of it, and that not so entitled ? If

drawn in a particular case differentiy from what the friends of the

deceased would judge right, what offence would it give, and of the

most tender kind ? How much offence would be given by acci-

dental inattentions, or want of information ? The first step into such

an undertaking ought to be well weighed. On the death of Dr.

Franklin, the King and Convention of France went into mourning.

So did the House of Representatives of the United States : the

Senate refused. I proposed to General Washington that the ex-

ecutive department should wear mourning ; he declined it, because

he said he should not know where to draw the line, if he once be-

^n that ceremony. Mr. Adams was then Vice President, and I

thought General Washington had his eye on him, whom he cer-

tainly did not love. I told him the world had drawn so broad a

line between himself and Dr. Franklin, on the one side, and the

residue of mankind, on the other, that we might wear mourning for

them, and the question still remain new and undecided as to all

others. He thought it best, however, to avoid it. On these con-

siderations alone, however well affected to the merit of Commo-


