26 THE DOMINION IN 1983.

been reached, the Society began to be looked upon as one
of the great remedial agents of the age, and work was
much easier. One evil after another was grappled with,
and in time subdued. Scientific researches were set on foot
in hygiene, medicine, and every subject from which the
community at large could derive benefit, till in twenty years
time so much general improvement had been effected that
Canada’s ways of doing things came to be quoted in other
countries as a precedent. Our cities were the best built, best
drained, cleanest and healthiest, and our city populations
the most orderly and most enlightened. The Society’s roll
of members ncw included a great number of eminent men,
and their operations were extended over the whole Dominion,
and works of all kinds were carried on simultaneously in
all parts. Outside the Society, it had become quite fash-
ionable for all classes to take the most eager interest in
everything concerning the public welfare, so the Dominion
continued to prosper and advance with wonderful rapidity.
Thus it happened that we came to take the lead among
nations and have been able to keep foremost ever since,
though with our 93,000,000 we are not by any means the
largest nation.

The improved hygienic conditions under which we live
have had the effect of very largely increasing the popula-
tion. Our forefathers in their wisdom spent large sums of
money in attracting immigrants to our shores, but it did not
occur to them to increase the population by preventing
people from dying. Very few persons die now, except from
old age, and the tremendous and almost incredible mortality
of old times among infants is stopped, consequently the
death rate is very low, and the excess of births over
deaths very great. There are only three doctors to each
large city, and they are subsidised by government or the
town councils, because there are not enough sick people
from whom they could make a living as of yore. The
good health of the public is also in some measure due to
the fact of our scientific men having been able, since a few
years past, to gain a good deal of control over the weather.
By means of captive balloons, currents of electricity between
the higher atmosphere and the earth are kept passing
regularly. By other electrical contrivances as well as these,
rain can now be nearly always made to come at night and
can be prevented from falling during the day. Hurricanes
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