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oet forth la Sir Lomer Gouin'as peech, a solution
wlll be found.

The Star of Mon'treal, and other English
papers expressed the marne views and gave
the saine advice.

The News of Toronto, suggested ithat the
meeting of a conference between repre-

entatives ofi the province of Quebee and'
the Minister of Public Instruction of On-
tario be held in order .to corne to some
amicahie arrangement.

8ir Lorner Gouina speech which I have
just read wnm made in support of a-motion
aimilar to the resolution which is now be-
fore this Bouse and whiich was xnoved and
seconded in the Quebec Bouse by two
English members, Messra. Bullock and
Finnie.

Let us listen now to the voice of a man
wlio enjoyed during niany years thie cou-
lidonce of the province of Ontario, Sir Oliver
M,'Iowat:

The Frcat-h population contributed to the sup-
port of the sehools, and the object sought could
be secured a: thousand times more effectually
by respecting their prejudices, by respectiag
their love for their language, by respocting
their desire that their children should bo taught
their own tongue. than by adoptlng a coorcive
poj.icy (,cheers). Ho wanted the French to loarn
their language, to utudy their language, to read
books ln their language, and ho wanted them
ail to atudy the language and lteratureo f Eng-
land. The object aimed at couiC nover be ac-
compllshed by exhibiting a spirit of hostiilty to
the French population. Cortalnly not by pros-
criblng the use of the French ln the schools.

Sir Gleorge Ross said:
It is proper, it la just, It is desirable, it la

natural that the chlldren whose mother tongue
is French should leara the English language by
the inter mediary of his maternai. tongue.

Sir James Whitney has on record the fôl-
Iowving letter Nvritteil to a priest:

2lth July, 1911.
Reverend and Dear Sir:

I arn directed by the Prime inister, Sir
James Whitney, to acknowiedge 37our letter of
the 2lst and to state that 'no change has been
made ln the Suhool Law or the Departmentai
Ro.gulations affecting the study of the French
language la the schools.

1 arn directed to point out that the question
is one entirely under the control of the board of
trustees.

(Signei)- A. Hl. U. Colquhon,
Deputy Minister of Ed-ication.

Please now give your attention to the
opinion expressed by the late Hon. M. Mac-
Kenzie, ex-treasurer of the province of
Quebec, in a letter written tw'o years before
*his death, and published lately by Le
Devoir. of Montreal:

I amn fully coavincod that the new regula-
tlons of the Dopartment of Education ln On-
tario are contrary te the latent, meaning and
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spirit of the provisions regarding educatioil
contalned ln the British North Arnerica ý&x
whlch bas always been regarded as the oduca-
tionai settlement.

The requirements that a1tei~ the firet year,
French speaklng pupls must take the ordinary
achool subjects ln the English language, seemis
to me severe and unjust. One does flot need
to be a practical oducator to see that satlafac-
tory resuits in the way of true education cati-
flot be obtalned from such a systeni.

The rights and privileges of mîpiorities were
very slimply consldered by the fathers of Con-
federatlon, ai one may see by reforence to the
dibates of 19(b5, and the clauses ln the British
North Axnerica Act viz.: Subsection 1, and
subuection S. of section 93, regardlng these
rlghts and prîvîlegos, shoýuid be loyally respected
and observed.

The freedom of the English rninority ln the
province of Quebec ln regard to its languager
and iti schools bai nover been restricted by
the, French maJority. In fact tuqe Legialature
bas glven to the Protestant Cominittee of the
Councl of Publie Instruction, the power to con-
trol the organization of Protestant schools, to
proscribe text books and courses of study, and
genorally to be Independent of the majorlty ln
scliolastic rnatters.

I' trust and hope that a settiemont of the
question ln our sister province may finaiiy be
mnade ln accordance with the sme spirit -of
Justice and right feeling and according to the
true Intont and meanIng of the educational pro-
visions of the British North America, Act.

.The sarne wish and hope bas been -ex-
premsed by many other Engli8h and Irish
gentlemen who have had the courag >e of
protesting against the extreme views of Gmre
of their countrymen. Our Irish compâtriots
cannot forget the patriotic efforts, the stiug-
gles *and sufferings of their ancestors in
order to preserve their native language and
their national institutions. They cannot but
sympathize with 'thome who, under tihe
empire of the sarne feelings pursue the sarne
patriotic object. And they cannot forget that
in their strugg le for Home Rule they, have
had the sympathy of the French Canadians.
fhey cannot forget that in the great calamity
of 1848, when thousands of Irishrnen died
on our shores, -hundreds of their poor chul-
dren were harboured, brought up and edu-
cated by our priests and French families.
1 could namne meveral of those cildren who,
owing te that protection, have prospered and
become good and emninent citizens. The
French Canadians think they have good
reason te rely upon the sympathy' of the
Irish population, when following their ex-
ample they vindicate their rights.

Mir. IL. O'Hagan at a conference lu Mont-
-al. gavco soine very irîteresting statîstics

in this connection. He said:
Ia Wales 46 per cent speak the Weish toague.

and the natural language is taught to the
chlldren. In Ireland 641,000 speak the Irish
language, which is now an obligatory language
for matriculation gpnd graýduation ln the Nati-
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