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Government Orders

[English]

Thousands of Canadians currently celebrate Heritage Day in
February and Canada Day in July. They organize events that
draw the attention of Canadians to, the cultural diversity of this
great country and to the patriots of our past. Tbey celebrate its
past, present and future.

1 find the motion most peculiar in that it links responsible
government directly to the actions of the reformers and les
patriotes of 1837. It is a linkage that Papineau himself would not
have accepted. If we recali our history lessons it was the Durham
report, which followed responsible government, that was the
direct resuit of the 1837 rebellions. The Durhamn report called
for responsible government and the union of the Canadas.
Papineau opposed both.

The Durham report indicated:

1 entertain no doubt of the national character which must be given t0 Lower
Canada.It1h aibe that ofthe British Empire, tht ofthe great race which must, inthe
lapse of no long period of tinte be predominant over the whole North American
continent.

That was Durham's hope. His hope was assimilation but it was
fortunately flot to Ie. That it did not occur was the result of the
moderate reformers. The Liberal Party was the original and true
reform party, and it was the work of Lafontaine and Baldwin.
Professor Careless has said:

lost his seat and Lafontaine had hum elected in the co
of Rimouski which was 99 per cent francophone. 1 sug
hon. colleague we may switch some day in the sain
That was the spirit of the times and the spirit of the
and co-operation that created this great country.
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There have always been those who had doubts
country and its future. Joseph Howe, it must be
doubted that Confederation would work. He opposed
and called it botheration flot Confederation. Within a
he became caught up in the vision of a great nation fi
sea. So did Wilfrid Laurier, who had opposed Confe'
1867, and so did W. S. Fielding of Nova Scotia wh
Confederation in the 1880s in a campaign for premier
for the Liberal Party. Ten years later Fielding was in C
part of Laurier's cabinet.

Is it flot possible that 10 years hence the hon. i'
Verchères and indeed the Leader of the Opposition hit
has shown such a willingness to change his political vý

past, might together with ail of us on this side celebri
Day and Heritage Day in Ottawa?

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Malieu): The period sc
Private Members' Business has now ended. Undel
Order 96(3), the item is dropped to the bottomn of tà

precedence on the Order Paper.

[English]

DEPARTMENT 0F LABOI

The House proceeded to the consideratic
to amend the Department of Labour A<
amendment) from the committec.

Hon. David Michael Collenette (for ti
Resources Development) moved that the

(Motion agreed to.)

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Malieu): N
read a thirdtime? By leave now?

Sorne hon. members: Agreed.

Mr. Colleuette (for the Minister ol
Development) moved that the bill ho roi
passed.

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (Parliai
Minister of Hua Resources Developun
er, 1 arn pleased to have the opportunity ad
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