November 24, 1994

COMMONS DEBATES

8237

means of incidental measures consequential on its ratification of
international trade treaties’.

This questionable approach on the part of the government can
only be explained by the tremendous impact of lobbying by big
producers and broadcasters. I would urge hon. members to vote
in favour of this motion presented by the Official Opposition,
whose purpose is simply to provide a minimum amount of
protection for our performing artists and creators. Remember
that this class of cultural workers has an average income of less
than $10,000!

Remember also that our creators and performing artists need
financial independence. They need freedom and pride to contin-
ue to work at their art. The dignity of work, a favourite phrase of
the Prime Minister, should also apply to this class of Canadians
and Quebecers. We must also protect the integrity of the work
done by our creative artists. The Copyright Act must be im-
proved, but meanwhile, we could make do with the amendment I
am proposing to Bill C-57, and I would ask hon. members to
support that amendment.

Mr. Bergeron: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. We are not
surprised that our colleagues in the governing party have
difficulty understanding our arguments and our amendments,
since once again, I submit to you that we do not have a quorum.

And the count having been taken:

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): We now have quorum and
are resuming debate on Motion No. 8.

® (1345)

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—Lumsden, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to speak once again on the amendments to Bill
C-57. Before getting into my specific remarks on this motion I
want to say a couple of things.

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for International
Trade in his remarks earlier on this bill made some inference
that the New Democratic Party provincial governments across
this country were not in favour of trading with other nations. I
want to correct the record.

I want to inform the parliamentary secretary that coming from
Saskatchewan as I do, I know firsthand how important trade is to
the farmers of Saskatchewan, the potash producers of Saskatch-
ewan, the steel producers of Saskatchewan, the uranium miners
of Saskatchewan and all the other people in our province who
rely quite heavily on trade, including those who produce natural
gas, oil, coal and other resources. The New Democratic Party
government of Roy Romanow is not only on record supporting
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trade, but has instituted very aggressive trading policies with
other nations with respect to the resources of Canada and the
resources of Saskatchewan.

I am sure the parliamentary secretary made an oversight or
had a sudden collapse of memory when he made reference to
NDP governments and their support of trade. I am sure he would
want to stand and correct that at some point after my remarks.

Mr. Harb: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, precisely what I
said is that the NDP government in Ontario—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Order. Clearly, that is not
a point of order. I concede it may be a matter of great debate for
the House but we are seized with Motion No. 8.

Mr. Solomon: Mr. Speaker, I am somewhat puzzled to see
that not only does the parliamentary secretary not have a great
deal of knowledge about Saskatchewan and its many resources,
but he does not seem to have a great deal of knowledge of the
rules of the House either.

I will continue my preface by saying that the New Democratic
Party government in Saskatchewan has been leading in many
areas. For example, Allan Blakeney’s NDP government from
1971 to 1982 had 11 consecutive balanced budgets, the only
provincial government or jurisdiction in this country to do so.
As a matter of fact that government was the last one to have a
provincial balanced budget. The only reason it did not continue
on was that in 1982 a Conservative government under Grant
Devine was elected, supported by the Liberals. It proceeded to
almost bankrupt the province in the nine years that followed.

At the same time as those balanced budgets we also had a
prescription drug plan for all of our citizens. We had a dental
plan for all of our children 18 years of age and under. We also
had the lowest provincial tax regime in the entire nation.

I know the parliamentary secretary is salivating at this
information. He is becoming quite educated with respect to
Saskatchewan now that he has had the correct information put
before him. I am sure he will look forward to visiting our
province some day and meeting with Premier Romanow, who by
the way was elected in 1991 after nine years of Conservative
government. With respect to Bill C-57, I can assure the House
that he has concerns as we do in this caucus with respect to these
amendments.

Since 1991 we have undertaken to go from a $1 billion annual
deficit to the point where now after three years we are on the
verge of being the first jurisdiction provincially or federally in
Canada to introduce a balanced budget. I want members of this
House to know that. That is under an NDP government.



