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The third theme was trade, and for Canada,
of course, this was the most important. There
was general agreement that, at least pending
reconstitution of the OEEC, some forum
should be set up in which it would prove
possible to discuss the problems of the Six and
the Seven in their European and world-wide
contexts. In the face of strong differences as
to the precise terms of reference of the new
trade committee and the number of countries
to serve on it, the Canadian delegation put
forward proposals which formed the basis of
the resolution eventually adopted as the
unanimous decision of the conference. A
committee of 20, of which Canada is, of course,
a member, with power to establish subcom-
mittees was agreed on. The terms of reference,
while according priority to the relation-
ship between the Six and the Seven, are not
confined solely to European aspects of trade
relations. It was also decided that the com-
mittee should include the executive secretary
of GATT. He will, I am sure, play a con-
structive role and his presence on the com-
mittee should, at least in a measure, allay the
apprehensions of the many countries outside
Europe who have been worried that the Eur-
opeans, preoccupied by their own difficulties,
might disregard the interests and the rights
of outsiders.

In regard to all three resolutions, but par-
ticularly in regard to that on trade, the Cana-
dian delegation was successful in its attempt
to promote acceptable solutions for general
problems while protecting Canadian interests.

In the short time available, last week’s
meetings did not attempt to grapple with
substantive issues of trade. What was required
was agreed machinery which could come to
grips with these issues. This will now be done
in the trade committee and its subcommittees.
It is now for countries involved to put this
machinery to the best possible use in solving
their problems without sacrificing the in-
terests of others. It is the sincere hope of the
government of Canada that all the countries
concerned will effectively employ this
opportunity.

In this regard we must recognize that the
outcome of current economic issues in Europe
will have significant effects throughout the
world. Trade policies are not made in isola-
tion, but through interaction. The commercial
policies to be followed in Europe cannot fail
to influence United States policies, and both
are of critical importance to Canada.

The meetings of the past week may well
prove to be memorable. At these meetings
the United States displayed, once again,
leadership of a very constructive nature; and
this leadership involved the relationships be-
tween the United States, Europe, and the rest
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of the world. Since the war the United States,
abandoning its historic isolationism, has been
willing to recognize its own interest in the
reconstruction of a devastated continent and
in the defence of that continent against the
danger of expansion and aggression from the
east.

Last week European countries and the
United States, together with Canada, came
together as equals around a table to discuss
common economic problems. Let it be re-
membered that there was not only the prob-
lem of the threatened trade split in Europe
but there were also the problems of balances
of payments and of enlarging the aid given
by the more industrialized countries of the
free world to the less developed. The coun-
tries participating were ready to concern
themselves not merely with the responsibil-
ities of the Atlantic community within itself
but with its responsibilities in the world at
large. No development could more closely
serve the interests of this country.

Canada has been historically a north At-
lantic country. Its history has been bound up
with the United Kingdom, western Europe
and the United States. We can expect to
achieve our full stature only if Europe and
the United States are in harmony. But Can-
ada is also a member of the commonwealth
and the free world with trading interests in
every quarter of the globe. Just as we have
urged that the European common market and
the European free trade association should be
outward looking, so we should hold to the
view that all north Atlantic countries should
be outward looking. With those thoughts in
mind hon. members of the house can, I be-
lieve, accept the developments of the past
week with satisfaction and with hope.

Mr. Speaker: Does the house give leave to
the printing of the resolutions mentioned as
an appendix to Hansard today?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Hon. L. B. Pearson (Leader of the
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, I am sure that
all hon. members of the house will have
listened with great interest to the statement
which has been made by the Minister of
Finance (Mr. Fleming). Perhaps the house
will permit me on behalf of the opposition
to welcome him and his colleague the Minister
of Trade and Commerce (Mr. Churchill) back
to the house from their strenuous efforts of
recent days in their attendance at a con-
ference which, in the words of the minister,
may well turn out to be a memorable one.
I hope it does, and in the right direction.

The minister’s statement was a little longer
than that which one usually gets on motions,
but we on this side of the house have no



