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each district. It is also the intention that the able award by a district authority wil be
members of each district authority shall be final, or is there to be an appeal by the
officials then in those district offices. For department to the war veterans aiiowance
instance, it might well be that the chairman board here in Ottawa?
of the committee would be the senior admin- Mr Gregg: No award is final in the abso-
istrator, or the second in command in the lute sense, as my hon. friend knows. I believe
district. Depending upon each district, of I wouid be answering his question if I were
course, one of the members may be a repre- to say that it is the intention that an award
sentative of the Veterans Land Act adminis- made by a district authority shah stand, sub-
tration, if such representation would be ject to review later either by the district
useful and would be the means of co-ordinat-
ing and unifying all the information. As will autbity o by any member of
have been guessed at once, the official who t itaisnot the nte t that s of
has been chiefly responisible up to now for immediateîy review the awards made by a
obtaining information on applications, and district authority to ascertain whether or not
investigating them, will play an important they were correctly made.
part and more than likely would be the
secretary of the district authority. I hope Mr. Green: This is an important matter,
that answers the hon. member's question. because the new district authorities are given

the power to review their own decisions. In
Mr. Green: Not quite. Will the authority effect they may keep on dealing with an

set up act continuously? For instance, will application. That of course is the jurisdiction
A, B and C be appointed the authority in the of the present war veterans aiiowance board
Vancouver district and deal with all appli- as set out in the oid act. It does seem to me
cations, or will three officials be picked out that, in view of these facts, if a district
from the department to work on war vet- autbority makes a favourabie award the war
erans allowances for one month, and a veterans aiiowance board at Ottawa should
different group be picked for the next month? keep out of the picture and not interfere with
The act is so worded that either procedure such favourabie award.
could be followed. This brings up the ques-
tion as to whether i-t would not be wise to My understanding of the minister's explana-
have one group dealing with all the applica- tion made earhier in the discussion on the bil
tions, so that a procedure may be established was that the war veterans ahlowance board
in the district, rather than to have different is to be turned into an appeai board, and that
sets of officials acting at different times. its chief job wihi be to deai with appeais by

veterans fromn unfavourabie decisions made
Mr. Gregg: I am glad the hon. member has in the districts. If that is so there cannot be

raised the point, because that is exactly Our such objection to the change; but if on the
intention, namely that there shall be con- other band the members of the war veterans
tinuity, and that the persons constituting this ahhowance board are now to go around frcm
district authority shall be in a general sense district to district reviewing decîsions made in
permanent. Of course there would have to the districts, then I believe there viii be a
be changes from time to time, as there are great deai of difficuhty.
in other posts; but it is our intention that
to all intents and purposes those constituting Mri Gre: I beiv I can awr the
the district authority shall be permanent. weeks ago. As the hon. member bas pointed

Mr. Green: Under this part the new author- out, I did indicate that members of the board
ities are given very wide powers in dealing viii now be able to spend more time in the
with applications. Indeed, I believe their districts than they have in the past. They
powers are just as wide as those possessedappearing before tem

by the war veterans allowance board. Ine those applicants who have fet that they ave
by te wr veeras alowace oard Inthebeen treated unfairhy. I stated aiso that it

event of the granting of an application by the wiii be the duty of members of the board to
district authorities, is the veteran to be faced make absoiuteiy certain that fairness and
with an appeal by the department to the war uniformity are maintained right across the
veterans allowance board in Ottawa, or wihl country. It would be difficut to set Out
such award be left untouched? exacthy how they would do that. I think

There is provision in the new part foras been

appeal by veterans if they are dissatisfied with ditc a uthrte I sure my h
awards by district authorities. However, the friend that they are not going to sit down
sections are not clear as to what is to be done and say, "You have made mistakes on this
in the event of a successful application by a and we are going to cancel it ont and make
veteran. Is it to be the practice that a favour- new decîsions right away." There wihl be

MMr. Gregg.]


