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Mr. CARVELL: I cannot understand
some of the methods by which it is being
constructed. The work, however, is going
to tbe of very great econvenience, not only
to the people of Laprairie and that portion
of the South shore of the St. Lawrence, but
to the general travelling public. I was
there about a month ago, and at that tinie
it would-have been almos impossible for
people to reach Montreal by ordinary means
of ceonveyance if that highway were, not
there, because, after all, it is eimply a
dyke seventeen or eighteen feet high, upon
the top of which is a highaway. In going
over it, I was impressed by a few things.
The first was that I did not believe
in the method of constructioh. I do
not understand why it was necessary
to build a concrete face up and don the
whole length of that dyke, aich iust
be a mile long, as a protection against the
ice shock. If it had an ordinary rock ei-
bankment about one and one-half to one,
that is all that would be required.

MNr. LEMIEUX: The best rock is Roch
Lanctot.

Mr. CARVELL: On- the river side, teo-
thirds of it I suppose, is now finished. An-
other thing that ioî'pressed me was that
it was a great pity the einbankm]ent was
not made two or three feet wider. It
ought to be sufficiently wide to admit of a
street railway track. It may be possible
even now to put a track on the top of the
einbankmient, but that would, to some ex-
tent, interfere with the ordinîary lighw ay
for vehicles. 'That, however, is largely
.a inatter for the Provincial Governînent
and the peope of that coinniunity, because,
once this work is constructed, if I reniain
in this position, I think I shall have to
take the position that it is purely a local
work which rightfully belongs to the muni-
cipal or provincial authorities, and I would
feel very much like washing my hands of
it. I do not think, howe-ver, we would be
justified, under present conditions, in carry-
ing out the plans to their mintest detaiils
and putting a concrete covering over the
whole surface of the road, especially when
the* road on either eod of it is merely a
macadamised road. It should be construe-
ted uip to the highest standard of a mac-
adamised road to conform with the general
conditions of the road on either end of it,
so that if a man goes along in an auto-
mobile, lie can make just as good time
over the dyke as over the highway. When

that bas been accomplished, the
10 p.m. Government of Canada will

have pretty nearly done its duty.
[Mr. Lemileux.]

I want to assure my hon. friends that we
intend to prosecute that work just as soon
as we can get through with this session
of Parliament and I can look around and
satisfy myself as to the most economical
and business like methods of finishing it.
We shall not put off until the autunn,
we shall finish it up at once, and we shall
give the people of that commîunity just as
good a road over the dyke as they have
on either end of it.

Mr. LEMIEUX: My hon. friend takes
the right view of the w'hîole situation.
Many years ago Laprairie was a very in-
teresting town. The first railway built in
Canada started froin Laprairie. One of the
two old wharves which my hon. friend saw,
was the terminus of the first railway built
in Canada, in the forties. It ran froni La-
prairie to St. Johns. Then Laprairie ceased
to be the terminus by the construction of
the Grand Trunk. There w-as a time w-hen
this village was very thriving. There were
two banks, and there was quite a big trade,
and two steamers were plying between
Montreal and Laprairie. Then the Victoria
bridge was built, and one of the steamers
disappeared. Later on, the Dominion Gov-
ernment gave the Grand Trunk new sub-
sidies to rebuild the Victoria bridge, but
unfortunately they gave the Grand Trunk
powers to charge the poor faraiers such
tolls that I consider them being muleted.
Froni all those considerations, therefore,
something is due to the people of that coin-
munity. The land, as the minister bas
noticed, is very low. The river St. Law-
rence forins a bay from the Lachine rapids
down to the Victoria bridge, and every year
Laprairie is flooded. I could not give an esti-
mate of the property damaged or lost as
a result of those annual floods. For years
past, under the old Conservative Govern-
ment, under the Laurier Government, pro-
tection works have been erectcd, but they
never were completed. The present work
will complete what was started very nany
years ago. The trouble is that this anount
lias been in the Estimates since 1911. but
through purely political considerations the
works have been postponed from year to
year, because the elections vere not forth-
coming. The mainister bas now visited the
district. and he intends to apply this
amount, and to make the dyke as useful
as possible. Let him finish the work as
speedily as he can. Not only the people
of Laprairie, but the people of Montreal
will benefit by it.


