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Return showing the number of buildings, or
portions of buildings, rented or occupied by
the government for offices or other purposes, in
Ottawra, outside the departmnental buildingi;
frorn whom rented, ternis o! lease or leases,
and rent being paid for each.

He said : My object in making this mo-
tion is to ascertain the number of buildings
or other apartments rented by the goveru-
ment and used for government purposes,
frorn whom they are rented, the rent that
is pnid, and the terms of the leases. I do
so because of the rumours that have been
current for some time, that the governiment
have rented many bu 'ildings or portions of
buildings whichi are flot suitable for the pub-
lie requirements, that they are rented from
political friends, and that exorbitant rente
are being paid. I amn told that there is no
provision in most of these buildings for
protecting valuable papers and othier goods
belonging to the government, from the dan-
ger of fire. 1 do flot know 110w far these
rumours are correct, and I make this motion
so that we may get the correct information.
If it is true, that we are paying very heavy
rents for these buildings, and that it bas
coet considerable to fit them up for the needs
of the government, it seeme to me that it
would bie mucli better and wiser for the
government to buy land and erect buildings
suitable for the nieeds of the country. They
could bie made fireproof, and we would save
a very heavy outlay !in rents. Af ter I get
this information, If 1 am correctly iîîformed,
1 may follow it with another motion later
on. Now, I have heard it sald by supporters
of the goverument that we cannot get land
in Ottawa on wbich to erect public build-
ings. Well, the longer It Is put off the more
diffi cuit it will bie to acquire land. It Is
true, the government might bie obliged to
pay a pretty good figure for suitable land ;
but 1 imagine that they would pay a smaller
figure now than they would be likely to do
fifteen or twenty yenrs hence. I have oftenl
thought that the time will come when It
will be almost compulsory on the goveru-
ment, in order to provide office room, to
purchase the piece 0f land from the Lange-
vin block to O'Connor street, and fill it wlth
one large block. It would certainly greatly
enhance the appearance of the government
grounds, and the buildings surrounding
them. There are other places where build-
inigs might be erected, such as Nepeani
P>oint and a portion of Major Hill Park.
It is for the purpose of drawing attention
to this matter and of puttlng ourselves ln
the position to be able to determine whether
it would be the part of wlsdom or otherwlse
for the government to purchase grounds on
whlch. to erect new buildings or whether It
would bie better that they should continue
the present system 0f renting buildings from
outside parties, that I make this motion.

The MINISTER Or PUBLIC WORKS.
(Hon. James Sutherland). I should be veryf
plea sed indeed to bring down the returai
called for by this motion. I agree with the

hon, gentleman (Mr. Sproule) that it is
in the public interest that this House
should bie possessed of ail the information
obtainable on the subject. My hon. friend
bas referred to the splendid site obtainable
on Wellington street, and I ngree with hlm
that It would bie a great Improvement and
add greatly to the appearance of-the parlia-
mentary grounds and buildings, that we
should procure that site. But there are one
or two rather serious objections raised. One
le the heavy expenditure we -%vould have to
lncur, owing to the valuable buildings that
have been erected there within the past
few years, and another and a more serions
one is that unless we have the whole block
from Wellington to Spnrks street we wduld
always bie liable to injury from fire coni-
rnunicated from the other blocks and the
snfety o! our valuable records and books
would bie endangered. There is also a serious
objection to our taking Major's Hill Park.
1 doubit very much if the hon. miembers of
this House would like to see that beautiful
park coyered witb buildings. Lt is certain-
ly a fine breathing spot for the clizens oif
Ottawa and visitors and members of the
House. Parks are a great niecessity in a
growing clty, besides being a great luxury
to the people. Ilowever, the suggestion is
ivell worthy 0f consideration. The hon. gen-
tleman is perfectly right when lie says that
the time bas arrived when thîs House muet
seriously consider the erection of depart-
mental buildings go that public business
may bie carried on more conveiiiently than
it is now. I have niot the figures and there-
fore cannot malte a fair estimate at present,
but if it bie the case, as the bon. gentleman
says, that we are paying now hli renite and
other expenses more than the intereet on
capital and maintenance would cost us. if
we purchased a site and erected niew depart-
mental buildings, we certainly should not
hesitate doing so. I am not aware that either
the previous or the present government Las
been guilty of paying excessive rents bie-
cause buildinigs rented by the goverument
hippen to bie owned by political friends.
I think that the buildings required by corne
of the departments since thîs administration
lias taken office, have been renited from poli-
tical opponents, and I have no doubt that
the beet bargain possible ivas made by the
officiaIs of the government. However, It is
a very important and serious question, this
question of the desirability of procuring
property on whlch to put up better buildings
than we now have, and I arn satisfied that
it Is In the lnterests 0f the country that
these buildings should bie erected as sooni
as possible. Tlis matter has in the short
tirne that I have been in the department,
received some attention from mysel! and
rny officiais. During the pnst few weeks
we have gone into it to a considerable ex-
tent in order to ascertain what properties
were available and what the buildings would
cost. 1 hope that even durlng this session
we nîay be able to report some progress go


