
3

complex and painstakingly slow . In being frank with the
Canadian public, I have to say that a commitment to the long
haul, in which sometimes it is necessary to take one step back
in order to take two steps forward, is the surest route if
Canada is to make a lasting contribution to peace with
security, freedom and justice .

Canada is working constantly to influence and contribute
to the process of arms control and disarmament . Our special
relationship with the United States, our historical links to
Europe and our reputation with the Third World as a country
aware, concerned and active in the field of development
assistance, makes us ideally and perhaps uniquely placed to
act as mediator and conciliator in international
negotiations .

Canada is one of the few countries, aside from the
superpowers, which has access to virtually every multi-
lateral arms control and disarmament negotiating body : the

After spending the last few months at the United Nations
and travelling to NATO headquarters in Brussels and the three
European multilateral forums in Geneva, Vienna and Stockholm,
where Canada is involved in discussions or negotiation s
related to arms control and disarmament, I have realized that
the processes involved in moving the world away from the brink
of nuclear disaster toward true disarmament are infuriatingly
complex and painstakingly slow. In being frank with the
Canadian public, I have to say that a commitment to the long
haul, in which sometimes it is necessary to take one step back
in order to take two steps forward, is the surest route if
Canada is to make a lasting contribution to peace with
security, freedom and justice .

Canada is working constantly to influence and contribute
to the process of arms control and disarmament . Our special
relationship with the United States, our historical links to
Europe and our reputation with the Third World as a country
aware, concerned and active in the field of development
assistance, makes us ideally and perhaps uniquely placed to
act as mediator and conciliator in international
negotiations .

Canada is one of the few countries, aside from the
superpowers, which has access to virtually every multi-
lateral arms control and disarmament negotiating body : the
First Committee and General Assembly of the United Nations in
New York ; the negotiating arm of the U .N ., the Conference on
Disarmament in Geneva ; the Mutual Balanced Force Reduction
Talks in Vienna ; the Stockholm Conference on Confidence and


