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The Canadian Government is contributing to this project becaus e

it realized that this road is indispensable for an entire region of

Niger. It is also conscious of the effects which construction of the

road will have on the economic development of a vast area and of the

benefits which it O71 bring to its population. This is, indeed,

the basic reason for ny presence here today . It is an expression

of the Canadian Covernment's'desire to co-operate with countries

such as Niger which are devoted to economic development in order to

bring greater ue11 being to their populations, and to encourage their

efforts. It is also a siga of the seriousness with which we regard

our role in Niger's development, begun by the Chevrier Mission,

maintained by regular meetings betueen representatives of our two

countries, and alreacy defined once last t•dsiter, during the visit

here of the President of CIDA, Mr . Paul Ggrin-Ia j oie .

Mr. President, both Canada and 21i;er are ir=ense

countries in cor.narison to their small populations and one mizht

say that both are multicultural .

Unity in each of our countries requires effective

co.zications Wmong their population groups . Each of us has also

found in his o:m lW, that thn cnndùct of international relations

rests on just this same factor, tlrus shocrin;; that the distinctive

charact,:r of our national unity also serves to express the inter-

nati onz-1 ca113ng of our reop les .
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