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.r.ter.d.s ó  its part te re-
d: the ::::taiance. 

benMzi the scenes, an a:tar-
natc is emerging. A grtywing 
number  •:f experts is demanding 
that NATO adopt a more sophisti-
cate:: rr.eans of comparing  Ce 
catobilcs cf the two cpperir.g 
a:ances. 

It  makes r.o sense to compere 
rt:— bers as e C rra-re icur-

nalists and politicians do," said a 
report released last week by a 
group cf arms control experts in 
Washington. Its authors included 
Johnattan Dean, former heed of 
the U.S. noretioting team at the 
conver.tional force red:lc:ion 
taiks ar.c retired Vice-Ad-- , -a. 
John Lee. a forrr.er high-ranking 
NATO official. 

"The wel•.• accepted nelicn 
that the Wirsaw Pact en:c% -s 

supericr:tv -fu-
rore wrong," the stu-dy con-
cluded. 

In Ottawa. It e Centre fer Arrns 
Cor.troi ar.d Disarmament is 
about to launch an investigation 
of its OWT1. "Getting at this ques-
tion requires Canadian planners 
to go beyond the orthodoxies that  
conte  cut of NATO," said Barrett. 
"We should  te  doing our own 
studies to assess the level of our 
conventional deterrence. 

"The military rule of thumb is 
that an attacker needs a 3-1 
advantage," he explained. "But if  

:1;7... ice ourselves as tte ceter.der 
(NATO tas alwavs.  scid that it 
would nct strike first in conven-
tional war, we may nct be as 
badly off as we thir.k." 

Canada's role in the post-sum-
mit arms control debate. Barret: 
suggested:, should te to preject 
more confidence in NATO's 
strength ar.r.: demar.d more e:- 

ar.eiysis front its western 
a:lies. 

Roche welcomed this proposai. 
"Conventiertal weapons have 
been used in 150 regicr.al wars 
sir.ce 1945. killing more than 20 
rn:::fon ceopie." he noted. "Gcrba-
dte-7 SZ:d he is ready  t rr.ove 
•:n eonvt:nt.-,nal forces. He shcu:d 

custoz." 
T:s kir.1. cf thinking is by no 

r.-.e r.s widescread Canada. 
And it id teinc resisted. ..".gorous-
ly by the fedirdi defence ciepart-
ment. :colts on the post- 

era 2.: the  new golden 
age for Car.ada's cor.ver.tion.,i 
forces. 

But ideas, once planted, are 
hard to kill. 

There was a time — not long 
ago — when the idea that the 
leaders of the two superpowers 
might get together to eliminate 
an entire class of nuclear weap-
ons seemed unthinkable. But 
somehow the dreamers prevailed. 

The next v.-likely idea is al-
ready germinating. 


