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leverage and sufficient clout to cross the threshold of political 
credibility in Washington. 

This is why I also believe it is in Canada's interest to promote the 
widening of the Western Hemisphere free trade area and to build 
common consultative and quasi-judicial institutions in the 
economic area. A wider grouping will contribute to greater 
balance and counterweight in the North American economic space. 

If this does not succeed in providing an adequate balance within 
the space, a demand will eventually develop for power-sharing at 
the centre, that is, the gradual pooling of sovereignty in order to 
have some greater say in the governance of the economic space. 

Surely there will be an important and even critical role for 
multilateralism and global institutions in this transforming 
international order. It is a role that will be increasingly directed to 
advancing human rights and dignity, to addressing problems of 
poverty and disease in much of the world, to aiding refugees and 
preventing the oppression of minorities, and to coping with the 
sources and prevention of regional conflicts. 

These are areas of great concern to Canadians and, for this reason 
alone, multilateralism and support for international organizations 
will continue to be a critical dimension of our foreign policy. 
Canadian diplomacy will, I am sure, continue to excel in the 
multilateral arena. 

But multilateralism will no longer be a strategy for limiting the 
influence of the U.S. over our nationhood and our lives. It seems 
that history at this time has dictated the inevitability of the second 
option — closer economic integration with the United States. 

If we are to survive and flourish as a nation in the coming 60 
years, we will have to look to ourselves as a strong, united and 
prosperous economic power, to strengthened bilateral institutions 
for dispute settlement, to the development of a common law of 
international commerce and to an effective voice in an expanding 
and perhaps deepening North American economic space. 


