NATO dignitaries enter the House
of Commons for the opening of
the NATO ministerial meeting

in Ottawa, June 18, 1974.
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. Prime Minister Pierre Elliott

- Trudeau assures fellow NATO

- members of Canada’s “willing-
- nessto continue to face issues

of change . ..”.
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1. The members of the North Atlantic Alliance declare that

the Treaty signed 25 years ago to protect their freedom and
independence has confirmed their common destiny. Under the
shield of the Treaty, the Allies have maintained their security,
permitting them to preserve the values which are the heritage

of their civilization and enabling Western Europe to rebuild from
ltS ruins and lay the foundations of its unity.

2. The members of the Alliance reaffirm their conviction that
the North Atlantic Treaty provides the indispensable basis for
their security, thus making possible the pursuit of détente. They
welcome the progress that has been achieved on the road
towards détente and harmony among nations, and the fact that
a Conference of 35 countries of Europe and North Americais
now seeking to lay down guidelines designed to increase
security and co-operation in Europe. They believe that until
circumstances permit the introduction of general, complete and
controlled disarmament, which alone could provide genuine
security for all, the ties uniting them must be maintained. The
Allies share a common desire to reduce the burden of arms
expenditure on their peoples. But states that wish to preserve
peace have never achieved this aim by neglecting their

own security.



