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Sous RESULTS 0F THE ABANDONNENT
0F THE' HUMANITIES.

Týhe followinÉ thoughtfai article signed "McR"
appeared in a rocent number of the Dalhousie
(Uniumoky) Gazette. The arguments advanced
fer the study of Latin and Greek will always rémain
sound. The true scientific spirit will be for their
retention as studies for culture.
.W. read witb much wQnder ini these intensely practical

sud'commercial days tbat Lady jane Grey, was accomi-
plished in hie.ciassics.1 But she wau no exception. Many of
lier contemporaries of both sexes wrote andl spoke Latin
vith tse and grace. Nor was this considered remarkable.
Tii. mn of education inite days of Erasmus and the.
Reformiation was ini no Immsea, cultureal gentlemen, if lie
was flot eiioroughiy verseal in both Grek and Latin, while
yet i hie 'teens., Ail this is common knowiedge to stu-
dents.

Wh.n it became the. fashion to write and rea in th.
amocher touZw.e, unstead of th. laaguage of ail sciiolars.-
Ladon--iedesmie literature wau uni studied, suli written,
but wiWthe.choolsi. theufiv.raitis, te.Cloisters, le
was Do 1oaer ch.e mas ofcommunication between schians
of d --leatnatons no longer tiie medium of conversation
betumnstatsmen, diplomate, churthame n h-every -centre
of Europe.

To-day, dhqibe the. force opposition of mmny foflow.
Of PaturelaM lAPP&id Scienceof mout menof business,
te... suebMi$uuu ofaGrwIce and Rome are 'dinl h
currçlq 14 9ffly clleges andl achools. The. »W lreasn

jqrt4 otinaae of tii... studios, in their culture-poue,
if -uU on y p eAL it u ii me chat they beget a style,
a p.wr ci appoeciation, a stadard of xoehkunce, a pems

pity tie admigabl.But iiow fcW. in ehese deys,
~>a-~«« rPm sth.pe of .YmtaX, a adnd poor

~p'~ a.~sl in , lthffeUs hagml How few eau
~ ¶ks.t~,thi. ciar eut iogc~ the aamazing

Pee»4tem M dul nd if studenes do not
aseqal to te.level of proper appreciation, iiow much I hm
aw teh...Ietiédies beget a style 1 Appreciation precedes even
prçp.r imitation; how mucii- more tii. many unconsciaus
iluences that re-appear in a student'a eiioughc andl

exp~m.im.WJil. tii. average writer or thinker must adit
thia pro=' ,qf reasoning, tii. educationaliat ofproiong.d
eqpoW uimy have 0oine faces Of observation tiiat shoulal

e9mpuidattention.
was quite a generai prartice in Britain a couple of

g.er«4tops ago among educateal people, tw bave-their sons,
taugie L*ai me n Greek at a very early age, as soon in many

M- ,astii.. boys began to learu to read andl write their
Pàiot cngu.W iijt were the unconedous influences and
t9oeesof am*~ studios? Atthe. age of cen or eleven, tii...
lads e me fé" oun t h devouning tii, novels of Sir Walter
$09t w4Ua *vldieY. Tiere soSmeal to b. nquestion. of
un0derStamdlugwbat tbey read. They scanneal the pages
wfth tiie eagerness anal rapiditY of the present day boy chat
ut. dom to a Henty eory. But the boy of ten or eleven
of us eIeraion cannt r.ad Scott's novelis. He cannt
rSd -than because li. cannot understand thé words. He

bas flot the vocabulary. But worse than thagt, te. boys i
tweive, thirteen and fourteen years of *Se, cannot understam
the language of Scott suffilciently welI w witeUlgently.remi
any one of bis novels from cover to cover. Froquenitly w.
bear well read men of the day ask why ie lu our -youths am
reading stories so far below the levet of thie Waverly Novslui

Novelist and story-writers or1the standard of Scott coie.
intense dramatic interest with the. riche...of hlutoric
reference, classic allusion, wealth of vocabulary. À.d'îtlea
just because the pregent day boy in ignorant of Latin and
Greek, even the. average Greek andi Latin vocsbulaim o f
the firut and second readers li te... Isguages, tuat b. fin&
such atonies and novels uiteretng. Had he even a ee
years' acquaintance wth the. much abuSsd clasmics, lie wold
understand bis own literature anucl more essdy. Inde.d las
would save far more than te tinas of these yem-s penton
classic -for h. would b. spared looking up te.works in
hie own language h. did not know, allusions h. failed to
appreciate, expression and phrases h. could Sot undorutmi.
And most word. the. average man doe. mot comprehodmi i
from tiie classica. Inded tiie major Part ofilasrao.
examples. compenisons, are eittier from te. Bbisor te
Humanites. If, then, the. boys of to-day can bear tisewoge
of Latin (if not Latin and Greek) wthou much i ltsfeem
with the, thre. R'. they should do so., That th.y -ca do
90, that they -are doing no, ini mmmy Who*i and collaes,
cannot ,b. denWe.

That such' a prooedure will ave a vaut tisse 'in later
lif, as self-evident, thougli ths isth.amnalset rSsa..If
life is more than uneat ani drink, wMor than dallars and
cents, if, ini a wrord, it in.te power Of apprediatian, tii.
th=meelemeits ehat am. .mbcdded in oui. mother toufie
are woril umderseamdimg. When a youtii of sevemes
asloed the. writer should h. take au Arts courus, ors h.
entered on te study of Law, te answer was given:._tule
depends upon your standpoiie. if you w"s but noey a"i
succeus, and rapid advancem.mt, go and study lmw mow;
if you wisii developnient of the. Powers of appreciatia. (thM~
can ony be started on te patii of deve pimnt in youeh),ý If
you seek wealth of mind, if you desit to undersemmi e
iiistory of your own times, to look iito the. momiug of
existence, and, mucii more, the. myseery, te awesoe m is-
terY of!l1"f., 'of God, the. world andMinm, go to your Amt
classes, study your classics, your phiko. ,and y.u wUIl
li some degree 'better underatand that religious thinker
wbo wrote -

"Life is flot meat and drink, but righteouanem anal peace
and joy in tbe Holy Spirit, .(maY *e say, i the Life of cthe
Spirit of tbe Whole?)."1

McR.

A 6BY 9RHYMI«.
A queer litlie boy who had been to school,
Ang1 was up to ail sorts of tricks,
Discovered« that 0 wben upside down,
Would pasa for the figu re 6.

-So, when asked bis age by a good nid dame, the. comical
youngster said,

l'in 9 wben I stand on my feet like this, but ô when 1 standl
on my head. Rjx.~


