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FINANCIAL TIMES

“Rebounding from two years and more of the most
destructive and wasteful war of history, the world V}’ﬂ
then' plunge int6 a trade and economic contest in whicl
forces will assume totally new alignments, when compet®
tion will be keener and stronger than ever, and when scienc®
and organization will play a leading part in any successit
role. For this struggle Canada must gird up her loins aft
make ready her full equipment in preparedness. She has
the advantage over many other countries in richness al}d
abundance of resources, in geographical world position, 1
vigor of race and in robustness of intellectual and moral
fibre, while hope verging on pronounced optimism is 2%
abiding and stimulating force with our people. ;

“I doubt, however, if we yet sense adequately the uf”
natural situation in which we have become involved, or the
wrench and strain that will accompany the resumption ©
our natural and normal position.

“In the two years of war activity our iron and Ste?]
manufacturers, for instance, have set aside much of theif
machinery used in peace times and installed in its placé
machinery adapted to war purposes—have organized af
co-operated and systematized for war work, and in doin®
so have learned valuable lessons in accuracy of finish a"d
regularity of output and directive efficiency, which shot!
prove valuable asset for the future. But in the process the
have discontinued the ‘old business and lost the old ct%
tomers. So with many other lines of manufacturing 0%
nected with war activities. Work has been provided
governments—been fairly forced upon manufacturers f
governments and been paid for by governments withot
trouble to the manufacturers, of travellers, of represef{ta'
tion, of the initiative and organization involved in soliciti®&
peace orders. A habit of receptivity has thus been formé
which will have to be unlearned when the bells of peac
ring out. Then governments will largely recede as fee o
and providers. Each manufacturer will have to seek bus”
ness for himself—put back the old peace machinery
adapt the new war machinery to peace production, 2%
betake himself to the old peace methods of hunting up
business; but then, let it be remembered, in an atmospher®
hot with the keenest competition. Are we thinking out 10
what we will do then and how we will do it?

“The object of this appeal is to challenge attentiof .t?
evoke thought and devise means to bring about industr®
and commercial preparedness. '

“T'he question which it seems to me each should 3¢
is this: ‘What will be the situation as regards our i_ndustr};
inP Canada when the war ends, and how can we best M€®
it?

“Will our steel industry, our textile industry, an
our great industries, our transport corporations, our
ing 'people, our agricultural and lumber and fishing (fic
mining interests, our engineering, chemical and scient! &
research associations—in a word, all our lines of pfod'u ¢
tion, natural and industrial, our labor associations. an olld
great educational institutions take up and canvass i
work out their ideas along the line of this question?

“And to do this effectively will each one of thesé gfe
terests in this time of great national need take the trot st
to get together a select number of their best and brightect
representatives, who will make it their business to con qs"e
a thorough examination and be ready to counsel and adv?]
their Canadian co-workers? Wi s 14

“And then, will they be prepared, after such exami? o
tion and thought, to meet in the proposed convention ﬂ-.P,,'
in well-baséd conclusions, fertile in well considered P aué
and ready for co-operation each with every other i
united, intelligent, systematized national effort to incré 1l
production and capture our share of home and foreig”
markets? - l'kn

“If, for the next two or three months, spade workd lbe
this were carried on, the succeeding convention shottl¢

(Continued on Page 7)
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