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[AD VERTISEMENT.]

To M/e Members of Convocaiin of Ite University of Toron/o:

GENTLEMEN,-

Wben 1 asked yau five years ago to elect me as one of your
representatives an the Senate of the University, 1 explaineci to yau
the abjects 1 had in view, and the nature of the academical reforms
I wished ta pramate. Naw that I arn asking you ta re-elect me, 1
Cannet better indicate the line of palicy 1 desire to pursue in thc
future than by expiaining my attitude during the Past live years
tawards the questions that have camte before the Senate.

A brief survey af aur recent academical legisiation may serve a
useful purpose in ather respects, since the Senate's praceedings do
flot abtain that amounit of publicity which is desirabie in the intcrest
af the University. Before i became a member af that bady I held
strangly ta the view that its meetings shauld be open ta at least the
members af Canvocatian, and five years'experiencehas but deepcned
that conviction. There is nothing in the nature of the Scnate's
ordinary transactions which makes it undesirabie ta admit ta its
meetings any one who takes an interest in such matters, and I féel
certain that the best corrective of the apatby we ail deplore wauld
be the publication of fuiler accounts of what is donc at those meet-
ings. Acting an this opinion, I have cordially supportei aIl
attempts ta secure more complete publicity of the Senate's doings,
and if I arn re-electcd I shall continue my efforts witb the saine
abject ini view.

Whilc I regard membersbip in the Senate as a high bonour, I
regard it aiso as a trust invalving seriaus responsibilities. I have,
therefore, endeavoured ta be present at as many meetings as pas-
sible, and have actualiy attended 6.5 out of a total af 73. If
re-elected 1 will continue ta discbarge the duties of the position
with the same industry, and should a time ever camte when I cani-
nat give the necessary attention ta University affairs, I wili cheer-
fuliy resign the trust comittcd ta me.

The most important question before the Senate during these
five years bas been the hampering cffect of insufficiency of revenue
an the aperatians af the University and of University Coilege. Ai
proposais made with a view ta overcaming this difflculty have
cngaged my earnest attention, and same of tbem have receivcd my
hearty support. This is particularly the case with the scheme of
University federation, which is in process of cansumrmat ion. Whiie
I would have biked ta sec ail degree-conferring colieges brought
inta ca-aperatian with the University of Toronto, I regard the
union with Victoria Coliege alone as a matter of the greatest impor-
tance, since it enables the Legistature ta cansiderably increase the
revenue af the Provincial Institution. If I amn re-eleýcted ta the
Senate it wiil be my constant endeavour ta sec that ail departments
af univcrsity and coliege work get their fair share of the advan-
tage canferred by additianal incarne.

For purposes of inteliectuai discipline-and this I hoid ta be
the great work af any university-no anc subject can, in my opinion,
dlaim unquestionable superiority aver ail others. Mucb depends
an the teacher, and much alsa on the student. I arn strongly of
the apinioni, therefare, that aur University course sbould be made
Iargeîy practical, and I arn glad ta sec that it is each ycar becom-
ing mare sa. By means af aptions, an intending student of medi-
cine or af theology can now obtain at least one-third of bis pro.
fessional training whie hie is working for an arts degree, and if
aur course were what it aught ta be in histarical and political
science, the same proportion of a good law course wauid be covcred
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comparatîvely trifling cost. Until sucb a seioo is establisbed the
University wil not be doing ail it sbould do for the prarntion of
higber education.

On the ather hand, whiIe I arn in favour of making Our Arts
course higbiy optional, 1 arn opposed ta putting any premnium an
specializatian, as we have been doîng for over tbirty years. A
good general course of training may be the bcst far some students,
and it would certainly be papular witb a very large praportion of
the undergraduates. It bas been proposedi ta get rid af thc
discriminatian aý ainst general courses by substituting the terms
Ilgeneral," and ' special," for Ilpass " and "lhanor » respcctively
That change I arn wiiling ta acccpt, uniess same ather that is
iikely ta be mare effective is suggcsted. Seriaus cansequences are,
1 admit, invoived in it, but the cvii effect af aur past pollcy has
been great, and any praposed remedy wili bie foundf open ta same
objectian.

In the belief that the Provincial University sbouid do as mucb
as passible in the way of fastering ai.d dirccting secondary educa-
tion, I asked the Senate four years aga ta admit ta undergraduae
standing ail candidates of bath sexes who might pass at local
centres an examinatian on the ardinary matriculation papers. Be.
fore the statute 1 had introduced was finaIîy disposed af; the way
was cieared by tbe abolition of the High Schooi intermediate ex-

aminatian for the adaption of a stili more libcral decentralizatiofl
policy. Last year the Senate offered facilities for matriculatiofi at
ail places whcre the EducationDepartment hcld examinatians 1or
teachers' certificates, and it bas this yeardecided to accept the 0ffe'
of thc Department ta make use of the University matriculatifll
papers in the examination of teachers. Henrforth Our influecelC
on the teaching donc in the high schoois and collegiate institutes
wili be virtually supreme, and we must bie prepared ta accept full
responsibility for the character of that teaching. The success Of
the experiment depcnds partly on the choice of examiners, and
partly on thc way in whicb the Senate deals wîth the curriculum
for matriculation.

I arn strangly in favour of encouraging the cultivation af science
in. secondary schools, and, with this end in vicw, of making the
science course for matriculation as important as any other depart"
ment of the prcscribcd work. At present it labours under disabii
tics wbicb might casily be removed, and the removai of whidb
would facilitate the establishment of mare complete harmaOnY bCe,
twecn the work for matriculation and the work for teachers'
examinatians. Somctbing marc might be donc for teecuae
nient aiso of the study of Engiish in the Higb Schosanid o
modern, and especiaîîy Canadian, History. I bave no sympathy
with the view that the histary of Canada is the history that is least
worthy of aur attention, and tbat the oniy portion of CanadiBO
bistary fit to be studicd is that covcred by French raie.

With a view ta making the course in Orientai Languages maOre
practical than it is, I askcd thc Senate îast ycar ta create a gradu'
atîng dcpartmcnt, of wbicb these languages wouid canstitute the
chief part. Tbe Senate acteclon the suggestion, and a gradi8ti19
dcpartmcent, with an elaborate Semitic curriculum is now ini eXist'
ence. In this respect wc arc only faîiowing in the faotsteps Of
other Universities in Europe and America, and recogiZin
in a reasonabie way the great importance which this departilCfl t

of iearning bas assumed within the past few years.
One of the impravements yet ta be made in the Arts curricuiu0i

is thc introduction of Old Engiisb texts. In the Modemn Language
course, Old French and Oid German tcxts arc read witb a vie" to
the acquisition of a knowledge of Romance and Teutonic Phi0lOg"
Gathic bas also been intraduced, and Scandinavion augbt ta be
utiiizcd in a similar way. At present, in Englisb, we prescribe 100
text aider than Chaucer's, and Chauccr's is, for ail practicai P¶f
poses, modemn Engiish. There is not a Untivcrsity of any Stand,.
îng in England or the Iinited States that does not provide forth
teacbing af Anglo-Saxon, and the University of Toronto cant
afford ta ignore any longer their example. No man can e00
a good Engiish phiiolagical scholar witbout reading odOl
dialectal texts, and English phiiology is mare impartant o n"h
speaking cammunîties than any other.

Another equaily important change that should be made is the
prescription of Engiish prose masterpicces fo crtiahst estudent whosc knowledge of English literature is derived fr02 tIn
reading of a fcw poems wili be cxtrcmely one-sided in bis deVCIOP'
ment. Engiish shouidbe made compulsory on all studentsthrug% 1the greater part of their course, wbether it is general arsPeXî
and part of the minimum requirement shauld be an inti o5Ct
acquaintance witb a few of the great warks of the great Prs
writers.

During my term of office I have been instrumental in ll'n
the abolition of some uscless and vexatiaus restrictions of under~
graduate freedom. One of these was an arbitrary and abstird 19
iimit for matriculation schoiarships ; another was an Offensive
penalty inflicted upon those who found tbcmseives compeled td
remain out a year or more at some part of their course; .a
was the absolute requirement of attendance at lectures, in IOlti n

of the spirit, if not of the letter, of the public statute which 1'd
charter of aur University. Naw a candidate can wiri and hlscboiarship at matriculation, wbatever bis age may be ; heI 2
without incurring any disability, drap out for a Year crt ourse,purpose of procuring the funds necessary ta compIete biscoreand if be cari show good cause for not attending lectures the e'ate may permit bim ta take bis examinations witbout attendan21e

In the matters abave rcferrcd ta, and in others fiat sPCIP bav
bave always acted with the most perfect independence, and u1 2 g
been aiways more desiraus af pramoting refarms than of Sec ce
popuiarity. I have been ftequentiy warned that the consequi1 tf
af some of My ropasais would be diatou om. n*ýic.b 1
such warnings, f ave persevered in asking for changes Iv to

believed ta be necessary, anfIarn re-elected I shahl con , Dr'do sa. Mucb as I prize the honour ai representing YOtI s tîvo1stili mare hihytesatisfaction of having donc whatîbeievebe my duty. I was as active in pramoting the UniversitY's îintel%ests before 1 became a member of the Senate as I bave beefi d0fu1
the past five years. If I arn Ieft off the iist of successft' 1 Ca: di-
dates this time, 1 wiil be as active in the future as 1 bave1 b't
been in the past in the samne direction. 1 believe tbat 1 Cao1
useful on tbe Senate, and this conviction is my reasan faor seeki %
re-clection.

1 bave the honaur ta bie,
Vaur obedient servant,

W,. HOlUSeO"*
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