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© Across the morn a carolling schoolboy goes,
Filling the world with youth to heaven’s
stair.”’

The boy, affsctionate and unplexsant by
turns, and his sister now flippant or earnest,
again half soured by the struggle within
her—ocach feeling ths strivings of youth
after the unknown, are the stuff out of
which the backbone of our conatry is made;
s0 it 18 no wonder that the parents of to-day
are beside themselves with anxiety for the
mental and phyasical welfare of the parents
of the future. But while dilating upon
such evils as the * Gthost of Elucation "—a
ghost which a late strong article in Tuw
Wekk has by no means laid—or upon any
other Canadian evils, comfort may bhe
derived frow the thought that in enduring
them we are learning that lesson in which
Canada day by day advancis—tha power to
stand upon its own legs.

L was interested lately in making a
comparative count regarding the lLooks in
use in one family. Two boys, each in the
high school, are divided by two years in
age and a corresponding diffsrence in clags
grade ; one, in the highest form, has exact-
ly thirty-cight books, and the younger lad,
who is climbing to the point which hig
brother has reached, possesses, I think,
already  sixteen books, and none of
those formerly used by his brother are of
any service to him. 'This may be compul-
sory education, but is it frea? Most of us
have in our acquaintance men who, boys
sixty years ago, owncd, at the outside, four
books ; and at fiftven years of age knew
more classica than our boys do who matri-
culate with flying colors. In those days,
masters taught between fifty and seventy
pupils, and although we would not suffer a
return of the methods practised by those
masters  in  imparting knowledge, we
would nevertheless be glad of a lit-
tle more real knowledge and a lit-
tle less taxation.  That grim old mastr,
Life, “called us all to school one day ™;
and, in 1807, when the Education Act was
passed in Upper Canada, our grandfathers
turned to with a will to provide for us the
best that they could.

We hear of country teachers in 1850 be-
ing paid at the rate of £67.6s. and £42
per annum, the duty of the trustess being at
the same time to see that a teacher was
comfortably billeted upon a ratepayer at
the expenss of the latter. A ratepayer
could aft)rd, in those days of few books and
one teacher for a large number of pupils;
to offsr entertainment of a kind to aid the
hard-earned salsry of an instructor or in-
structreas ; but little did our grandfathers
think that their great-grandchildren, after
an hour's or day’s absence caused or sanc-
tioned by a parent, would have to make
their reappearance in school armed with a
humble apology and excuse from the said
parert in explanation of the absence.
Which of us would now dare to offer our
modest entertainment to these our masters,
set over us by a too paternal Government.
Shades of Mackenzie, Lett and Tassie! The
rod erstwhile kept in pickle for the pupilis
now returned upon the back of the par-
ent.

We may discuss this subject in many
bearings; we may alternate between grave
and light in the treatment of it ; but while
the young, like the poor, are always with
us, the principle of Education in its honor-
able interpretation must also be always
withus. Some day ‘* Death will close the
book and say, The scholars are dismissed ;
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and in the meantime we go on facing or
turning from our opportunities as seems to
us best. Every neglected opportunity—
those things which roof the place where
good intentions make a pavement—carries
with it the words Too Late. We leave
our chances behind us every moment of
our younger years, caring little, because
those golden opportunities are so many,
anlthe day is so young we take no pains
to hold them in our hands as they pass. In
after years, when we care terribly, we
gather small comfort from the thought
that
“Nothing is lost in God's cternal plan,
Though much is wasted by unheeding man.’
X.
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AT THE GRAVE OF FALSTAFF.

Iwse 1 thing inn thon lony hast leave to take
With no sly land to tileh thy gold or sevip,
When thouw art rousd wilt thoa with ying

Lip .

For old misTeeds some new excuses muke 7
Rathor than this let us for pity’s sake
Remember when had tlown cach jest and
quip,
With geim Death reaching forth to try his
grip,
At turn of tide, @ new light "gan to hreak.
Thou madest happy énl--oh strange, if
true |
“ Babbling o’ green ficlds ” like ““a Christian
child " —
Proof that a poct’s fantasy and all
The fantasy was perfect that could call
The glad-cyed Innocence back again to
view,
Secking once more her old hom: undefiled.
ROBERT ELLIOTT,
“Tamlaghmore,” Plover Mills,

THE REVOLUTION IN BRAZIL.

On December 6th, while I was down at
the Caes Mineros seeing off some people for
Santos, a large shot (450 Ibs.) fell on the
extreme corner of the Ilha das Cobras, in
plain view, and not very far away. Sov-
eral of the ladies were alarmed, but they
crossed the fire line to the steamer all the
same, The Pacy says, that shot came from
8 new gun which had just been shifted
from the seaside. This notwithstanding
the fact that all the guns had already been
shifted to bear on the interior of the Bay.

A futile attack was made on Villegaig--
non the same night. Boats were carried to
Botafogo on waggons and a large body of
men and the bombriros with their ladders,
embarked. The cannonade and rifle and
machine gun fire was heavy. The next
morning two baats were flrating about, and
one came ashore on Praia Flamengy. It
was-riddled with bullets, and was immedi-
ately removed from public view., The at-
tack was point blank denied, but there is
not th: slightest doubt that it was made.
Many are reported killed, and citizens were
killed and wounded in bed. The 7th Ragi-
ment refused to join in the attack—the
same regiment refused duty on September
25th when the attack was planned on Ilha
das Cobras.

On the 7th and-8th there was only the
usual duel. On the 9th an important in-
cident occurred. The Brazilian 8.8. Para-
hyba loaded with flour and provisions, cat-
tle and sheep, and having on board some
sixty first-class passengers as well as—so it
is said—some six hundred emigrants, clear-
ed for Rio Grande do Sual nnder the Aryen-
tine flag. A she was passing the Taman-
dare that vessel fired a blank charge for her
to stop, which she did not do, and then the



