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TiHE Wl,;EK.%T,8th, 1893.]

tec ta: hti wasn~t in order ta give

ýn the5 cOIiec which is the resuit of

801dg hat i exohanges are mnu le on a

idiile 119'-5 The great bulk of the worid's

ti*hr wjil stili b. done on credit, and

"aOis, for banks, nor private indi-

Wll care to hoard the metal itself,
log' 11 they know that their media of

l gt 9' Ctually represent it. Ttius, it is
bthe adoption of the gold standard

41 1 1utedj States will not uecessarily
te ir a6UY large increase in the quantity

quce fr business purposes, and so will

terd tO Cr( ale the predicted scarcity of
Pe in ets].

TîjE FALL CAMPAIGN.

%,11 ro present indications the

g ali is liiely to 11e marked in Can-
'y Plitical actîvity unwonted in a

teh .uI an election is flot loomiug on

be 0t"11.The oratorical struggle may
8kt., have commenced with the Liberai
the 1 80rn, weeks ago, but, owing ta

a%'1e1' f the Premier and some cf his
iedesl' coleagues in Paris, the Liberai
%C have bitherto had the ,field pretty

good to themseivee. They have made
ri thÙ, Othe cpportuuity in variaus parts

4ve n'Inon.When Mr. Laurier shall
4ic tUbP]6te his proiected tour in Ont-

tb 5i Views of the Opposition on the
ètei "d Other questions will have been

% ae With a fnlness and ahiiity that
k,, "arcelY fail ta have some effect.

(joli t4bile Sir John Thompson and hig
it lY88ÎIee have returned and the former s
ii 8%i4 abu 15,lwi hetako

00,el aue ttaflwintetcko
liten oppouient, with a view of

~~1St1ngthe cffect of the latter's ad-

4% wland those of bis associatep. Hie,
44ê3e O " donbt 11e aided by some of his

4h,14 lun colleagues. Ail this is as it
r 'Sncb addresses as the two Icad-

t1ot e exPected ta make are one of the
% bP~er!eeul educational agencies that

raaabo'ght into play. The elEctors of
I*jg W'uiJ be wise ta bear bath sides,

Nr4 th 'guerietsbrougbt forward and

hi rw tbcji. awu conclusions.
cf b C9.fl1 eà5jn shouid 11e the beginning

Kn tte ethods in Canadian politics.

low P'%ctie Which has been bitherta fol-
'Erth tOc great an exteut of ieaving

tt rrguntil the eve of an ekcetion, and
444luel1gail kinds of influences, legi-

elýtr ardernor1îiti tat bear uapon the
'h4 l " emoalizng.The excit cment

pisg' 1 ute to be created by sucb a c.sm-

ý1ý% nduieOal alike ta dispassionate

ý441Pe aidta deliberate weighing cf
1H %Ui enced by wvrang and corrupt

IttQt etlt8 lare often too stroug for the
Vvii e 'UI politiciaus and voters.

ftil the ae f the comiug election i
te urcrti future, sncb tempta-

'idel %te educed ta the minimum on both

965

There is saine reason ta hope that a mare

earnest sud thoughtfui spirit is abroad lu
the land than that which bas prevaiied for

some vears past. The revelations of the

iast ceusus, combiued witb the obvious iack

of growth aud progress iu most of the

villages sud towus cf the Daminiou, not-

withstandiug its unquestionable richuess in

naturai resources, is compeliing serions
tbonght, sud [s fastening uapon many who

had piuned their faitb ta the National Pol-

icy tbe conviction that sometbiug is wrong

witb our fiscal system. Now is the time for

a11 tboughtful men ta enquire, ta investi-

gate, ta deliberate, aud t) resolve. Tuie

speeches of the 'Minister of Finance, sud the
toue of some of the ieading Conservative

newspaperà wouid seemn ta iudicate that the

Goverumeut is wedded ta its protective

policy. It remains ta be seen whetber the

Premier, who ahane can speak witb full

aýuthority, wili shut bis eyes ta the eviden-

ces cf failure sud reaction, sud endorlie that

position. We maire bold ta doubt it.

Piedged as the Govemument is ta take some

measure of tariff reform, its future wili, we

believe, depend very largeiy upon the spirit

in which it carrnes ont that pledge. Sncb

stat?'ments as that lat3ly prepared by the

furmers af the North-West cannat 11e safe-

]y iguored by the head of a Goverument su

piedged. The poiicy which compels tbe

tillers cf the soul, who are at, the b9st toiiing

under many disadvantages, ta psy a heavy
toil eitber ta the Ontario manufacturer or

ta the Goverument, au bis lumber, twine,
ceai oul, fencing wire, and above ail on bis

pioughs and reapers sud binders is a policy
wbich can hardly 11e sub)mitted ta indefinite-

ly by the free and intelligent people of the

prairies. And this is but a sampie of the

clas.s af questians whicb are uow before the

people of the Dominion sud wbich the

Premier sud bis coileagneýs wiil be obiiged
ta dis-.uss. That thev wiii 11e discussed ta

the full by the Opposition may 11e taken for
granted. XVe shall await with interest the

utterauces of Sir Jabn Ttiompson on the
tarjiff question.

CHANGING ONE'S MIND.

Au aid probverb says: " lTo caufess that

One ba3 cbsnged bis mmnd is but ta admit

that he is wiser ta-day than he wa3 yester-

day." Assuming the change ta 11e banest

sud the resuit af larger knowiedge of flic

particular question or maturer thougbt in

regard ta it, the saw is manifestiy true.

And yet there is a prdvaiiing sentiment

whicb often makes it anc of the keenest

reproaches wbicb cin bo brought agaiust a

public man ta quoto some expression of

opiuion at a former period which is in can-

tradiction with on, more racentl.y expressed.

Truc, the censure is ususily conflned ta thaso

wha bold the discarded, not the uowly emn

braced opinion. Nevertheiess, how ofte i

dues the persan against wbom the reproach

of incansistoucy, sud, by implicatian at

iesst, of insincerity, is brought, think it [n-

cumbent upon him ta re3ort ta subtie and
doubtful explanatiaus lu the attempt ta,

show that the earlier expression is not cor-

rectly reported, or that it did not mean
wbat the words seem ta convey, but is sus-

ceptible cf quite anather turn. Wby is it

that, as3 a mile, we are so lotb ta admit
frankly that our former opinions or convic-

tions with regard ta certain questions bave

undergone cbanges more or less radical as
we have grown aider?ý There is, perbapF.

scarcely a greater foe ta truth thain this

false pride in cousistency, this reluctance

ta admit that we were formeriy wrong, or

now believe that we were, in regard ta cEr-
tsin important principies or doctrines i

There is not, we venture ta iay, eue of aur
readers wbose views on many snbjects bave

nct undergone very material modifications

witbin the iast twenty, flfteeu, ten, yed,
cveu five yearo. There is flot one af us

who will not ten years bence, should he live

sa long, have materisiiy cbarged some apin-
ians whicb he naw cherishes as convictions.
Possibly we are making the assertian toa

genersi. A great Etudent cf buman nature

bas told us tharthere are men wbo, wben

once they haive grown fond of an opinion
wili cali it houer, bonesty and faitb sud

ding ta it as ta dear life itseif. W"e aur-

selves have met witb persans cf good abil-

ity and 111gb standing who, bawever cau-

didly sud dispassionateiy they might, in the

first instance, examine a question uapon

whicb it was uecessary for tbem ta deciare

tbemseives, having once comuiitted tbem-

selves toa sgiven view, made it a matter of
pride, almost of canscieuce, ta retiu that

opinion ever afterwards. Said opinion;
duiy stamped sud ticketcd, was syRtematic-

aily laid away in i4s proper pigeon-hale in

the mental storehouse, with the distinct

uuderstanding that it was a flnisbied pro-

duet, subject ta na recousideration or

ameudment, aiways ready when caiied for.

Sncb a metbod bas its canveniences and

saves a vast amount of time and perplexity
to a busy man, but it does not produce ex-
actly the kind cf creed ta wbich one wanid

like ta pin bis faitb as sure ta be in accar-
dance with the evidence up ta date.

Reflections sucb as these wiiI bring at

once ta the minds cf mast readers the

curionsj n entai bistory of eue wha, wbiie in

mauy respects the most remarkable, and in

the politicai world at least, the foremost

amang living men, bas probably changed bis

mental attitude and bis political creed more

cantinuousiy sud campleteiy than any other

public man now living. It is characteristic

of bis cbanges, tea, as of thase of most men,
that tbey have been s0 graduai that hie him-

self bas been [n a large measure uncousciaus

of tbem, sud often unwiiling to admit their

existence, This is s very comu3on expEri-

ence. What [s far less usuai, in fact ex-

tremeiy rare, is that bis cbsnges even up ta

extreme aid age have been uuiformly and

steadiiy in the direction af radicalism, there -


