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the day briskr ; but Claire, haviug dismissed ber first
cuiter, was lef t uunoticed in ber corner, wbcre she sat
revolving plans for ber escape.

If she badl dared, she would have tried to slip away
through thc open door; but she feared to draw attention
to berseif by moving. SIîu saw, witb relief, that the girls
still outiiumberud the settiers, theugh the discrepancy
was cotinuslly gowing smaller; sud she devoutly hoped
that thuy mîgbt ail fiud wives singst ber companions.

Barbe Michellon hadt vacuted the seat at lier sidu, sud
was îiow promeuading the hall, leauiug ou Jean's armu sud
uîaking bis acquaintauce, while tbey waited tilI their
frieîîds were also ready for the marriage cremouy. Bamb's
seat was cocu taken by a fair-haired, blue-eyud little
opan girl front Rouen, whio looked uearly ready te cry
in her timidity sud ervousness. Her life baad been a
liard one, poor cbîld. Site lad neyer baad a home, or
received anytbing worthy of the narne of love ; sud Claire,
by a few triling words of kiuduuss, had entirely won lier
heurt. Il Wlît shall we do," sbe whispered, Ilif n onu
wislmes te marmy us, Claire 'i"

T'he toue of alartu sud disappointureut iu whicb this
was speken was net te be mistaken. Claire Iooked at ber
with a imîigling of surprise sud contenipt, but said coucol-
ingly : IlGrieve net thysulf, Lucine; there is no danger
that we shah1 escape ! Deubtless thure are more of thuse
settiers yet te coui."

Lucinc st sulent, in troubled effort te solve the dîffi-
culty slîe lad suggestud te Claire-uow murmuring a
pr:tyer tnuder ber breatlî te ber patron saint,, sud now look-
iug witlî envy ut the bolder, mroru dashiug girls who badl
slready secured their partuers fer lifu. Once sab f oh-
lowed the directien of ber compauio's eyes, sud leoked
eut of the wiudew. Iu the distance s long, bircb-bark
canoe wss approacîîiug. SIc wstcbed it witb a faint hope
that it uigylit centuain tIe answer te ber prayers. Nearer
sud nuarer it camîe, tili at last tIc dip of tIc paddlus iu
the water souuded plaiuly, as chuould sue the faces of
the crew. 'ihey were aIl w1litu mn but eue, frotu the
ize of bis îï,gure sud there mduess of bis hair, espucially

attracted bier attentionî. They juuiped ou shore just oppo-
site the wiudew, sud hurried up fremu the batik as if tbey
feared that tLhey night bu late. Lucine watchud the red-
bsired mn, who stood headd s liulders above bis fel-
Iows, stili vaguely thirikiug of that prayer te Ste. Thcrèie.

She turiîed to sue thie big înau enter the rootu, Poor',
littie, friendless oplîsu ! it wotîld grand te have sud a
husband, se stroug and se brave 1 The vcry souud of bis
souioreus veice, sud beaty Isugîter, as bu grueted bis
friemîds, sud replied te tlieir justs ou lis tardîuess, did ber
good.

Il Eh, bien, Thibaud Sommelier 1 " exclainuud Jean
Porteur, Il if thcu art couic to seek a wife, thou liadat
best make hamste, wc are aIl waiting for tlîue, lad!"

IPatiencýe, patience ! " replied the giaut, geed natur-
edly. "Il did net heur till this iuemiug that thce nne
~Se. Annoc was in. Onu canuot chooso for a lifetime in
a irotituit." So sayiug, bu set eut on lus tour of inspec-
tion in a pecuisrly loisurely fashion.

Lucine watclied Irimu auxiousîy. As lie came riear she
trucousieusly clutchîed Clsir's arm, rnkimîg ber look
round with a start. Luciu's pale face sud miîd blue
eyes seenied colou-less beide ber conpanion's dark beauty.
Thibaut paused opposite te thrn, lookiîîg front onu te the
othier ini odd bewilderniîeut. Lucine dropped ber eyes
lut Claire, withî ostentations inditlereuce, sllected te bu
still interested in tIre prospect of tIc river. At last hu
înoved away, sud once moe made thc round of the roem,
studyiîig the faces of the unengaged girls, with au air of
perplexity pitiful te sec ; but retumued again te his old
station in front of Claire sud Lucine.

In lbis own way, Thibaud Sommelier bail an artistie
admiration for beauty ini auy fortu; sud tIe longer bu looked
at ber, the more beautiful Claire du l'Ecbulle appeared ;
but bu lad also, like many a big, brave, rough felow, a
wouderful tenderness for anythiug weak sud small ; sud
Lucine was pathetically weak sud siull. Slowly hu
wslked Up sud dowu before tbem, witb bis face drawu
inte queer kuots sud wriukles, in the earnestness of bis
cogitations.

Hec fancied Iis little log-cabin glorifiud by the pros.
ence of this queeîîly, darked-oed beauty, sud then bu
theught of the poor, little, lonely girl unmon,- straugers,
far frot home. Which should bu ask te boi bis wife ?i lu
turued towards them again ; bu looked long aud pitifully
at Lucine, but Clair's lovelinuss had cast a spull over lim,
aud at last bu spoku tIc words that crumbled Lucin's
hopes te dust. Il Mademîoiselle, wilt theu bu muy wife 'i"

Claire dared net refuse a second tinte. Without
spcakiug, sue bowed bier asseut, sud Thibaud took up a
position buside ber, witlî an air of propriutorsbip, that was
less auuoying for beîng silent.

Lucinu stilli sat lucide them, holding fast te Cîsir's
baud. SIc felt sud sud disappoiuted. t was clear now
that Ste. Thérèse had nt deigucd te aid lier, for n ne uw
suitors lad appeared duriug the ast baîf heur, and those
iu the rooni bad at last cornu te a decision. Notbiug now
rumiained but te perforai the murriage ceremouy as quickly
as possible, for tIc sunt wss already low in the wut, sud a
heavy bank of clouds ou the horizon suggested comiug
storms.

The priet, in spite of tIe atuness of tIe heur, sud
the unusual circutustances of tIc case, was determiued that
"lail tbings should le doue deccutly sud in order," sud
he spout muchi timir" sud patience lu srrsnging tIc twcnty-
five or thirty couples te lus iking. The notary, seated at

a little table with peu sud ink bufore him, was growing
impatient but thegaood fathbr stili dulayed, iustructiug
brides sud bridegrooms as to their parts in the ceremony.

At length bu returned to bis station at thceud of the
room, sud was coucluding bis preliminary exhortation,
wben a sudden sbriek rang through the building, followed
by wild whoops, sud distant cries of "lTo arus ! te arms"

Forgetful of bride, priust, sud the rcligious eremouy
in whicb bu was to bear a part, Thibaud Sommelier
uttured a loul aiiswuriug shout, sud, drswing bis weapon,
pusbed bis way tbrough the crowd bebiud bim, sud rusbed
out to seck the scene of conflict, followed by most of the
sttlers present.

Thus dsrted, the trumbliug maidens clung to each
other sud the pricst, and wupt, sud wruug their bauds at
this iuauspicious beinuiug of tbeir uew lifu.

Claire, still aloof frotu the rest, remainud a moment
wheru she had beun lef t; then, witb a suddeu hope, passed
quickly tbrougb thu crowded entrance sud rau towards
the towu. The priust, who was a deliburatu, slow tbink-
iug man, rousud himiself froin bis amazement, aud, burry.
ing to the door, cried out to ber to stop.

She did not turu or beed hirn, sud af ter onu or two
vain efforts te gain ber attention, bu devotud bis unurgies
to barricsdiug door sud windows with the beuches from
round thu walls, mutturiug: "11r blood bu upon ber owu
husd !1"

Meauwbile, Cliie lad fled towards the uearest build-
ing, under a wild impulse to escape at al bazards fromn
ber distasteful lot. t was au utterly foolish tbirîg to do,
aud if she had kuown more about the savagu Iroquois, she
would not bave dared to risk f alliug inte their bauds. As
it was, she did not mucb care wbetbcr she lived or died, if
onîy she could avoid uiarrying poor Thibaud.

Puifs of smoke sud s constant sud most horrible out-
cry showed ber that the combatauts could not bu far away.
Slîe paused a moment bcbind the storuhousu towards
which she had fled. Alas, thure was no chance of hidiug
bersuif witbin it, for doors sud windows were sîl fast
barred. For su instant she thougbt of returuiug, but, hap-
pening te look towards thu river, shc was horriied to iud
ber retreat cut off by a number of Indiau braves, who
wcrc landing from a large cauoe. llastiîy drawiug back,
she crept cautiously forward towards the furtber corner
of the building, froin wbich she saw s sigbt that made ber
ali-ost forget ber own danger. Bctweeu the river sud the
boeuses a fearful struaalu was goîng ou. The redmen sud
tIe settlers were figbtiug baud to baud. Couspicuous
amoug theni, tewered the huge forin of Thibaud Somme-
lier, as lie rus4hcd hithur sud thither among the balf-utLked
Indiaus, hideous iu their war-piut sud feathers, sud dusît
bîows under which they sank down liku children. But,
even whiîu she looked, the giant suddculy staggered and
fuIl, shot by s bullet front an unsuen baud.

A howl of triumph rose from the throsts of the sava-
ges, but thuirJoy was sbertlived. Down the hilI froin tIe
ca8tle canme s little baud of seldiers, welI artuci sud dis-
ciplinud, tliougb few in numibur. With a cheer that
echoed fromn the heights, tbey cbarged upon thuir fous.
The Iroquois did not awsit their comiug, but scattered to
rigbt sud left, leaving the duad sud woundud ou the field;
but firing now snd thun, witb terrible uffect, frein their
lurking places amoug the trucs sud buildings.

The lFrnchmen followed by twos sud threes, striving
to force tbemi into the open grouud again, but only par-
tiaîly succeeded. Their leader was s youug gentleman, in
the haudsome though sotnewbat effeminate style of dress
atrected by the gallauts of the period. lis curiud bair,
lace sud velvet, however, did uot prevent lis doing some
vcry rougb sud ghastly work that day, for wherever the
fray was hottest there gleamed bis unerriug sword. Claire
watcbud while shu could, tIen sank on ber kuces, bowed
ber besd sud tricd to pray.

Suddeuly aIe looked up over ber shoulder. To ber
dying day the agouy of that momfent was neyer forgottun.
Bubind ber, slowly crawling witb noiseleas step along the
wall, was a beiug so foui sud bideous that Claire first
thougbt it to be au apparition from the nether world. The
feathered Iead, claw necklace, struaks of paint, aud, worse
than ail, the horrible scalp fringes, sud fresb smears of
blood, looked demoniacal indued!

Shriekiug Il Léon ! Léon ! save mu! " she spraug up,
sud rusbed towards tîhe youug officer. Startlud beyond
measure, Léon St. Arnaud looked up. The face, the voicu
were well reinumbured still, but it was no time to give or
receive explanations. Il Fear not, Claire," was aIl bu said,

1I wiIl save you."
He led ber to a bouse close at band, sud luaving onu

or two men to guard ber sud the wounded, bu pursuud
tIe wily ludians f rom onu sheltur to anothur, killing se mu
sud taking mauy prisouers, tili at last tbuy drew off to
thuir canous, sud made thu best of their way up the
river.

TIe rudely intermupted marriagu ceremony was not
celebrated that evening ; for, of thu uwpctant bride-
grooms, suveral were wounded, onu was dead, sud another,
brave Thibaud Sommelier, lay at the point of death. The
turrified brides wure couductud from their uncomfotablu
prison-bouse by a torclight procession of the townsfolk,
to tIe couvent of the Hospital nuns, whuru they could rust
in safety for the night.

Claire de l'Ecbelle was not amoug tbem; but, wheu
the fighting was ovur, was escortud by St. Arnaud to the
Castlu of St Louis, theru to bu petted, and made much of
by tIc Govumnor's lady, who admired her beauty as much
as she wss iuterusted in ber istory.

On the uiorrow St. Arnaud begged for anl interview
with her, declaring that he had neyer ceased to love ber,
but that his friends alone were to blame for their long
separation. IlThey told me you were wedded, Claire,
he said, " and how could 1 but believe it whefl yOU neyer

replied to any of my letters." toa ~
I neyer received them, Monsieur; but,' thon sud

wedded thon, 1 amn promised in marriage nom' -an

she told him about Sommelier.
St. Arnaud frowned and talked of bis earlier elaimu,

but Claire was firm. t
Meauwhile, Thibaud, struggling between life and dest

under the care of the kind nuns, forgot bie fiancée, but
tbotight often of Lucine, for bo sometimes ,,.awber little
figure flitting about axnong the patients as she helPed
the nuns in their oucrous task of uursir'g the many sick

sud wounded : sud wheu, after weeks of illness, be Pre-
pared to return to his neglected farm, he asked Lucine tO
accompany him as his wife. The light came jnte ber bine

eyes but faded iustantly. Hiow could ho have forgotten
that be was betrotbed already ? When eshe remiuded himni

he went at once to the Castle to sec Mademoiselle de
1 'Echelle. St. Arnaud had j ust lef t her in grief sud suger,

and shle met Thibaud witb a face of misery. weuî
The great, rough, backwoodsmau stumbled efY

over his erraud, and yet Claire understood him, sud sel"t

him away happy. Lucine became bis wife on the norrow,
sud of aIl the brides of that disastrous day' noneW5
more fulîy contented with 1er lot than th, 'timid ltI
orphan.

A weuk latter, the chapel of the Jesuits was decked fo*r
bigh mass ; sud the Governor, aud bis wife, and ail theïr

glittering traiu, clad ini costumes that ,uocked the aut"""'
woods for splendour, atteudud to do honour to the wged

ding of Claire de 1'Echelle. EiYWAI"

THE SJGNIFICANCJ• 0F MODE RN CRiITICiS M.

11TERATURE is au art, sud thurefore subwmitS itself to
L helw of beauty which supplies the test of art;.b t

it is aiso a revelation of the spirit of man, an hr .
bcfound in it somuthiug more than the nderfc elot

aud unbrokun serenity of the most finely tempered g .

The buoyancy of Homer is onu of our great posses81'0 s

but thure is sometbing to bu learned aise from the de'-

pondeucy of Leopardi; the msstery of Shakeseare

ail the materials of his work js iuspirinyug t t e
somctbing significaut aiso in the turbulence of Bron'o;
amplitude of culture opens tbe huart of the modem r

in ('oetbu, but the provincial sincerity of Mistral bas oe
tbing to tesch us ; Dantu's majiestic streugth nuakue sfeje
the idcntity of great living sud great art ,;but thr
somuthiug for us in *the pathetic felicity of 0u usset 1

the of tonunuavailing beauty of Shelley. lu b riero

ayforce adgunius thuru isefnot only thue eoI
makres hit aumenable te the highest law of critici » theiou5

is also somcthing which appuals to our individua s1 o~the
ness and i8 distiuctly pursornal, sometbing Which le

cjrcmstaceof the
impress of the inheritance sud larger cbich l" 1 e
timu, and is therefore historic, snd something . d Of
us inte the soul of a generation of men, or of 8 pur'0 rca
timu, or a deup movemunt of faitb and thougbt.
piece of literatur,3 may bu studiud from each of thuse PolO
of view, sud te get te the bottoin of its meauingit roue

bu so studied. Every euduriug literary work ulot 01.11

affords material for, but demands, this comupr.eben d
study-a study which is at once critical, historiC,
personal. aur no

Now the study of literature in these largr ret
these multiformn aspects, has neyer buen go earnestrîYIl
sued as during the presunt century. Never of.rnever
such a vast amount of maturial buen accu ulile on
before have thure been such opportunities of us' .~b
great scale the comparative method. rhis purs judo,
become a passion with many of the most sensitive to

sud we have as a result a body of liturary interpre *g

sud philosophy in the form of criticisiu so greet 11 f the
sud so important in substance as to coustîtute Onu of
chef distinctively modemn contributions te the 'rd

letters. For this study of books sud thuemen Who.t1
them je not the pastîie of jrofessional DryS.dusts r Of
the original sud in a large measure the ore tIlO W*.
thosu wbo, in othur literary periods sud under 0t or Iber
lectual sud social influences, would have i11ustrated t.0 g,
gunius tbrough the epic, the drama, or the 1 lric e
Herder, Goethe, Coleridge, Carlyle, Sainte-Beuv0, o
Amiel, Emerson, have net been students 0f tIc ul~e
other men simply froml force of the scholarly inp ba
they have buen irresistibly attracted to the study of!,o
ture bucause literaturu bas disclosud to thuin the 8 Ol'Id

the laws of lifu aud art. Each literaturu in tu'' 1t0
iug its secrets of race inhuritancu, tempurafflent u iO
each relatud group of literatures is disclosing the.cloc
characteristics of the family of races bebind 1c oia
iterary epoch. is revealiug the spiritual, moral 1 for '10

forces which dominatud it ; eacb gruat literarY. th
discovuring its intimatu sud nucessary relation W1 Il1 ttb0
fact of if e, some stage or procuss of experieflce, ovwe a
we owe te the modern critical oe n ar s f

not so much of study sud comparison for te Pirfor tb6
judgment by flxed standards, as of investigation0 1d rb;
purpose of layiug bsre the common laws of life a Y
of makiug it clear to us that literature je sllVSy' te
utterance of insight sud experience.
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