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THE ONTARIO ART SCIJOOL.
T0 flhe Edif or of Tle Week.

SIR,-Art education in Toronto is at the present moment thrcatened by
the Officious and discouraging machinery of government. The Ontario Art
8011001, after struggling to maintain itself witb crGdit on King ,Street, was
sooee time ago removed to the Education Departaient, the Provincial
nQ ver11ment undertaking to bear the expense of the school, with, however,
the explidit understanding that the Society of Artists should, as heretofore,
nmanage its affairs, engage teachers, and provide art instruction in both the
day and the evening classes. Under this arrangemient, the school bas in
the past year carried on its operations in the Normal School building, Dr.
8- P. May, the general loum tenens of the Education office, being placed
8S the Qovernrnent representative on the Board. The resuit to be looked

for, in permitting art to faîl into the hands of this well-known member of
tic " casual advantages"I ring, lias duly slio wn itself, the wortiy in ques-
tioli having promotod himself ta the position of "ISuperintondent of the
Sdilool of Art," and into the enjoymont of the perquisites of his self-claimed

Oc.This lias produced an upheaval in the school, the Council of Artiste
1"aturally rebelling at the management of the institution being, taken out

CnPetent hands and assumed by a f unctionary of the Department whose
tePutation in connection with the now famous Book Depository is not of
the Saintliest. The President of the Royal Canadian Academy, who is a
lueinher of the Sohool of Art Council, lias tendered bis resignation, in conse-
qluetn0 6 it is stated, of the efficiency of the teaching being impaired, and
the interest of the school imperilled by the injudicious act of the reptesen-
t4tive of the Governmont on the Board. The rest of the faculty, with a
8"1l exception, we learn, have joined that gentleman in bis protost to the
0overamient. We can woll understand that the intorests of the Education
Oelce functionary, of whom the public have hoard so mucli, are not coinci-
den1 with those of true art ; and we trust that the autocracy which lie is
etralgely allowed still to exorcise in the Department may not be long
Perlfljtted to threaten the usefulness or detract fromn the success of thc
0ORtario School of Art. ____CRITIC.

2'o th .Editar of The Week : ELN EOM

8I,-May I be permitted to say briefly to your contributor IlD. W." that so long as I
%73 1uYself accessible, lie las no right ta attribute to me views about spelling reform, ortmylthing aise, whieh hie does flot know ta be mine? I said nothing in my address
10 th Canadian Institute whicli would justify the production of so mucli nonsense on
Ibo subjec1 as IID. W." lias embodied ini his short article. If your columns are open

ae real1 discussion of the necessity for spefling reiorm, I arn quite willing to take
"Ypart in it ; if they are not, then I cannai see what is ta be gained in the interest

0' tr1itl or progress by allowing any one who knows nothing of an important move.
ket o cast ridicule upon it. Meanwhile, I arn quite content ta take my place arnong

the0 ridiculad spelling reformers, along with suob distingnished philological soholars as
)4 Mueller, Prof. Whitney, Mr. Sweei, Mr. Ellis, Prof. Mardi, Mr. Skeat, and others

4 1111erous ta mention. At tlie present moment I cannaI think af a single djstin.
8i8dEnglish scholsar on either side af tie Atlantic whe is nat in sympatiy wiih

th"4 aPeliing reform movernent.
, 1). W."l rails at aId English spelling, wiiiout being aware tiat it is really botter

'4ur Own just because il is more pionetic. At the saine tirne hoe admits tiai41Odezz English spelling is being gradnally "1reformed"I thougli apparently ho is
"14aWare that tie Ilreforrn"I consists in making it more phonetie. Saul is tierefore

%lo rong the prophets, thougi ho knows it not. in a short lime, if hoe will04Y ive some attention to lie matter hoe will be as good a spelling reformer
4 41Y of us, and quite as radical as I amn. At present he is ightened hy ail

eaesthal are not Il silent"I and "1 unnoted; "I after the spelling reformers have
btoUght usage over ta their side, lie will, no doubt, feel more ai homie lu good aid
44u1sh Word-iorms. WM. HousroN<.

2'Oonto, March 27th.

the MR. BLAKE AND THE ORANGE QUESTION.
-Edioa' of The Week :

8a-orOttawa correspondent acknowledges the co nclusive force of Mr. Blake's
gnOU16]nt Ihal the incorporation ai the Orange Society by the Pominion Parliament

U.dho an inlerference with the constitutional rights ai the several provinces, andaska if bis -"imagnificent"I defence ai Roman Catholica from tie Orange imputation
allegiance not ta Ibis country but 10 a foreign potenlate," was a "1bld for the1114crt af Roman Catholices?"I It seems ta me, Sir, that Mr. fllake's defence was as4tas il as "magnificent." Was it nat the refutation of a calumny in the very leetbtli6cajumniators f Snrely the occasion b as furnished ample ground for the "defence",

Slefl no room for the imputation of nnworthy motives ?
Blak<e did nol stop with an exposition ai tlie constitutional abjection to the incor.
i ofhe Orange Society, nar witb the vindicatian ai Cathalie layalty from

tanRe aspersions, Hie stripped the mask from the grim visage af Orangeism, and
Ovefrom the lips ai its chosen leaders that ils ultra-Pratestantism. vas a pretence
4tefurtlierance ai ils political aims; and 'while "b1 is hand vas in" lie dealt an
%qt'Ywell-deserved blow aI those of the Quebec Tories who,' under the guise of

devotion to the (Jlurch, have for years strivon to crush their political opponents. Thoe
two faciions-holli pre-eminently Tory in fact, bobli proeminently religions in practice,
tho one Catholic, the other Protestant, at leasi in name-form the banc and Sinew of
thc Conservative party, and MVr. Blake would have displayed sucli a lack of appreciation
of the humorous as would have heljed his nationality liad ho failed ta motaphorically
Il ump their heads lagether"I and expose the iollowness ai their professions bath oi
patriatism and religion. That lie did nat f ail in this should have satisfied your corres-
pondent that he was Ilbidding"I for no other support than that whieh Sound principles
siould everywhere and always command.

In your issue of the 201h inst., IIA Bystandor"I says :"On the very day on
which the Orange Bill was rejected, the L.iboral leader paid servile bornage ta the
power at whose hands he hopes ta reoivo offiee," etc. lu what did the " servile homage"
consiet? Suroly not in quoting irom officiaI documnents testimony to prove that thie
pretensions oi the extreme section of the Bleus were as ill iounded as tiose ai the
Orange section of tie Tories ? Yet thero is no other evidenca af "Ihomago," nar any
evidence at ail of the Ilservile homage," ta the II power "I indicated, frorn the hegin-
ning ta the end ai Mr. Blake's speech ; and on what ovidonce iloes "IBystander"
assort tiat the Liberal leader - hiopes ta redoive office"I ai the hands ai this "power ?
None whatever is off ered.

Mr. Blake predicted in lis speech that ho would be misreproseuted by the Orange
Tory leaders, and tiaI the Cathol',- Tories wouîd regard hlm ail the more distastefully
hecause hoe liad shown how "lfalse and unnatural" was their conjunction. But
wbat af lhe Ilconjunetion"I witli Orangeism of"I Bystander," and other writers in TEEF
WxEx, in deprociation ai Mr. Blake ? Yours hruly,

Toronto, 11arch 318t, 188,1. ALEX. ROBERTSON.

A BRACE 0F FORTUNES.

"WHAT'S IN A NAME 1

1.

You'll ho airily wed
Just to kisses and bread,
For you'll marry a ' Fred,'

And you'll live witi your love i an attic
But you nover need part
With the song in your heart,

And the song will ho sweet and ecstatic.
'l'ire's no more ta be said,
F~or you'll iuarry a ' Fred.'

II.

You'll have ilke ta put on
Wben your liusband je won,
For you'll marry a "John,"

Tltat kind of grave eteady good fellow
Wbose mioney unlocks
You an opera box,

And a carrnage witb linings of yellow.
You are sure ta "4get on"I
For you'l marry a "gJohn."

PREDERICIC A. DixoN.

MA RCHI.

Oh, dawning month of Spring 1 in tliee are mnet
Quick ebowers, glad sunebine, and the ruehing wind;
And ere thiou goet they who seek will find,

'Neatb unleaved trees the dim wood-violet;
And on tic eunny side of many a elope
Tic delicate pasque-flower's purple cup will ope

And blue birds sing; for the eartli'e wintry debt
To tirne will soon ho cancelled to the hour;
The pale anemione from the paseing ehower

Will tose its fresb leaves like a f aiy plume,
For the gay forehead of the spring-timc meet;

The slowly budding groves wiIl lose ticir gloom,
As shaking Winter from thy hastening foot,

Thiou beckonest to the Summer soon ta corne.
___________________ AMELIA Y. COLE.

THE ADVE.NTURES 0F A WIDOW.

13y EncÂn FÂWOETT, aUthar of IIA Gentleman of Leisure' " lA Hopelese Case,","Anl Ambitions Wouaan,' "lTinkIing Oymnbals," etc.

IX.
B'i nine o'clock on Tliureday evening all lier gueste liad arnived. They
comfortably filled bier two smart and brilliant drawing-roome, but quite
failed ta produce the crowded effect noticeable in Mrs. Dares' less ample
quartere.

Pauline saw witb pleasure that the fine pictures, bronzes and bric-a-
brac, whicb she liad brougit from Europe, wore moet admiringly noticed.
Small groupa were constantly boing formed before thie canvas or that cabinet
table and pedestal. She had kept for some time quite close ta Mre. Dares,
having a practical sense of the little lady's valuable social assistance on an
occasion liko the present, apart from all personal feelings of liking.

283


