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speak, ibai le said would be convcyed ;ît orice ho imstening cars; reaîly tii jcI
down flec words, and to deal with thcmn in an, requiî'ed faslîion.. And if il
were possible 10 cffect tbis, i'hat a iigniiXert achiex emlent \XTlîat a trîimîphi
for science!

l'le telephone i ecalis thal vo fnus 510y cf the dcviic eof t le t '1 rant

of Sicily to counter ciieck buý cemries bu laicluses cf 1'arliamecl on C"ltruîctcd
on new acoustic principles, and wvith nnîltiplied telephoîîic appliances, wouild
be a glorified scientific realization of the old story. Science %voulfîl have out-1
done Poetry in an uniexiiiipled fashion, auJ another wonder of the voî Id n ould
have been achieved. QieaoRî«vivis.

FROM WINTER TO SUMMER 8Y SEA AND LAND.

Perhaps the mioqt ionderful resuit of modern civilization on thîs Noith
Anienican Continent is to be found in the almost incredible celerity auJ case
of personal transit fromi the frozen negions of Canada 10 the tropie wainth auJ]
vendant beauty of the l' Sunny South." 'Tie beneficent inanner iii which
Dame Nature accomniodates North Amciîea.ns with luî infinite vaîiety of
climates at the saine period cf limie ias strikingly brought to my mmd11( by
rcading iii tlic saine issue cf a New X'oik pohiolar journal tvo separate letters
from correspondent;, ivritten at abouit the Newv Vear, onte fromn ilorida and lIme
cther front Montreal. '['lic latter gave g Ion' ng accoib tiOCf sic ig i ng and
tobogînning, auJ discîîssed the pe ilir featti nes cf til(, new ic-railway oiver
tlîe St. .awvrenice. 'l'lic formner pa iiited in aliucost lîctic style tlîe tIickly laden
condition cf flic orange groves, and i eeonded flic tell enatun e ns si".

In the Eastern I lemisphere, except iii the cases of possessors of large
wealth, wiîhi no wonk to do, it is ne.Nt tii impossible to bid detîane Co flitc
elements of Nature by simiply tunning cnies back nîton tlim and i unning
away. To do so involves nt oiily a conisiderable oullay, lint iI)uc11 personal
discoimfort - ini fact, to indulge in sueli a luxuî ' fîeqtoently illustrates the old
pnoverb Of jUuping on1t cf the fnyin l),ii ilîto Ilie Line, for thcîe is but little
choice bctwveen tlie danîp, raw fo,,-, cf Eîîglîild and tlie fleas anid dii t and
impassable roads cf Italy and tlie Mediterrancaîî. On tiis ,ide cf tlie Atlaintic,
however, a few day';' travel, hundcnied oiily by a few days' capenses, trairiponts
the delighted travellen frein tLe tnec(lierons blsiulot icdn asts of Newv
Englaiîd nand the rigoîl s cf the I I nili Pri viii <es, ('11<mt iyauJ lIi xtll n osly

away to tle soft and hicalîliy lu cezes cf tlîc Xc.st li dian Islands, or to tlie
warn coasts cf tbc Gulf of Mcxico.

It is of sucb a pleasant little winter trip from Moîîurcal to tlîe South and
back that 1 propose ho give a roughly-drawn description b the readens of the
SPECTATOR. linies-, wvms iy guidiiîg motive. Visions of dollans aud
cents in fin/m-o cnîened, 1 imuist confes';, dislinclly and largely mbt iny calcula-
tiens. 1 didn't take ny mnid-îvinîcr jotirney mbt stimnier bo flil insp iration for'
a îioem :I ant sonry to say 1 don't take lutite suttiicient stock iii the Muses f .or
that ; but f cenîainly i'eut w'itl Uic intention cf keeping iny eye'; open 10 an
apprecialion cf the beatitiful in whatever forin 1 niight lind( it aud to enj(iy 10

the fuIl aIl the gifîs which a Lountiful Crneator ha'; so lavishily lhed upon the
xvorks cf Ilis lands.

A slcigli drive te te Bomnaventîure depot iii tc face cf a biting casl wyiiid
witb the nîercury wcll (]owvi l)low tlie teelîs, is scarceiy caictilated 10 funîiish
the voyageur itb a Iast pieasing remniniscence cf Monîreal iii Fcra A dd
te hai the disgracefîîl condition and sunrotindings of cun railroad ternminus
and ils atrociotisly dinty and nanroxv appinoacecs, and il is lutile wondcr tbat the
prospect cf any change slîould lie the one great source cf hope and joy aI sncb
a time te the oul-goiîîg ]tassenger. IL is said Ihat first imîpressions are tle
strongesi, and it îîîay safely Le calciilated itat both tlie first and last impres-
sions cf the thousands cf' Anierîcan visitons who durng tîte stiuler scason
arrive i and depant from flie Bonaventure depot, can ou]), Le that Monîrcalers
are lamentably behind the age iii poinît cf lîcaltlî arnangeirients, coemfort, general
fitness and onnanientation,-in short, in civilizatioiî gencrally. IL is just ibis
siriking contrast bein-cen our own and Yankee managenient and enterprise in
such maliens whicli is forcinig on the opinion cf a rapîdly iîîcneasing section
of the cemmunity thc desiiability cf at least a commercial union with our
influential neiglibours.

From the soft recesses of a WVagner Palace-car tîte sound of the snow
pelting angrily and incessantly agailîst the closed shuttens is not by aiiy nicans
so displeasing as lte siglît and toucli cf il is iii tle sîrcels cf Moitreal. Ee
the dense biackness cf tlie otitside nigliî is fongotten iii tle genuine coifort cf
Ibis excellent modern travelling car, as we îvhirl along witli magie snîccîbness,
ai the rate cf forty-fivc miles an hotin. Ail grcw caim auîd briglît, lioîxcver,
befone ive reached New York, and it sccecld as if thie boisterous aud iticlemient
elemenîs belonged of riglîl to the mîore iionîherrn regions aîîd conld' exencise
their sway jusi s0 fan and no funiter.

The Messrs Alexander, tlie Havana steamsliip agents iii Newv York city,
are a notable instance cf the value cf tlîeir own intenesîs and the public's, cf
a civil and obliging policy ii agents and officials, toxvard tîte travelling public.
Courteouis and pleasant demneanour xvill always pay, and il costs nothing, beingf

merely the natural cxercise of the inward breeding of a gentleman. Mr. C.
Klugkist, their clerk is a model i bis particular uine of business. 1 took
passage for liavana in the steamship City of Washington, Captain Zimmerman,
with wvhom 1 liad travelled on a former occasion, introduicing hiiîuî at that time,
1 believe, to my readers, or at least some of theni, for I suppose the readers
of even such a solid journal as the SPCT~1ATro muîst fluctuate siomie%%bat in the
ordinary change of human affairs. Well, tlie gallant skipper had on] flie
the present trilp the unusual fe]icity of being accomîxînied by bis better haîf
and to be the be/ter haif of sncb a thoroughi sailor and genial companion is
no inconsiderable hionour iii itseif, let alone rnadamne's personal qualities, which
are of the highiest order.

It is delightful i mid winter to sail due South, îvith the consciousness
that each revolution of the screwv, as the good slp bowis off lier fifîcen knots
an hour, carnies you into softer zephyrs and under an ever higlier and more
powerful suni. l'le ice-roads and irnpassable snoxv drifts of a weck ago lîowever
linger in our iuinds with a dini sense of unreality and inipossîbîlity. Anyhoxv,
the warni softness of the lpresent hour quickly effaces sudh visions; from the
metal horizon. My sense of comfort and repose was flot lessýened by the
accommodations of the steamer. The Alexander line is undoubtedly tlie best
for intending tourists or mcin of business to Lake to thc West Indies.

From Ilavana, xvhicli 1 have pnevionisly 1lsrbd J ook the steamer
City of Merida," whichi trades between that city and Vera Cruz, Mexico, and

intermiediate ports, lier captain remindeci me more of a genufine Biritish tar
than of any other class of sailor. A miost able navigator, prompt in command
aind ever at the post of (ltty, hie yet contrives to iind limec to extend the nhost
kindly and courteons assistance to passengers, and 10 bnigliten their voyage
with lhis ready information and valuable conversation. Sucli a source of cor'
rcct and unexaggcrated replies 10 enquiries is more valuable, îlîougli often lcss
attainable, than a dozen guide-books. Mr. Bunkec, tîte purser, rivais bis
superior in popularity. In short, the Allan steamers cannot afford more comn-
fort to their passengers than do the steamers of tbis lune by the exertions and
menits of its officers.

I am sure the general obscurity surrounding the geography of Central
America is suflicient apology to aIl the bIne stockings and high-sclîool boys for
my iere stating more explicitly wliat part of the world 1 am going to speak of.
By referring to a rnal It will be seeni that the State of Vîteatan, lthe south-
castel uinost potlion of thec Republic of Mexico, projcts far north int the
Gulf of Ihat naine, thus forming a likely inid-voyage point of caîl betwecen tle
West Inidies and the more xvestcrly Mcx ican ports of enlry and lading.
Yîîcatan consisîs iii most part of unleiialtlîy forests and pilains, and is the
poorest of the Mexican States in the unproductiveness of its soil, wvhich is
saying a good deal, as Mexico ivilI neyer take a foremost place as regards
internaI resources among the nations of the world. Nor are there any mines
in this parlîcular region, nor even any rivers of commercial value. Still, the
City of Merida, t'.venty-two miles iland fronm its sea-port, Progreso, lias a

population of, perhaps, 50,000 souls, and in addition 10, supplying thec surround-
ing country wiîh mannfactnrcd goods, kceps up a spasmodie sort of inlercourse
xvith I-lavana and other ports. Menida was foninded on the site of a Maya
lown, le-hoo, in 15,t2, by F"rancisco de Montijo, the yonnger. It contains
many imposing ]ooking buildings, and a considerable quantity of dirt of varions
k ilds. Its exporîs consist mostly of snch rough products as rope, leather and bags.

The operation of landing at Progreso is of flhe vildest description, the
steamer being compelled to stand off several miles fromn shore, communication
only lieing carricd on by means of small boats mnanned by Mexicali Indians.
'l'ie entire force of the Atlantic Ocean dashes majeslically on these cxposed
shiores. The rush of te tide is terrific, and what with opposing currenîs of
great force and the ordinary storms whichi disturb the ocean, my landing at
Progreso %vas the most exciting and the most suggestive of' danger that Ilever
exjicrienced.

Thbis village, for it is little more, is inhabited mainly Iîy perhiaps a thousand
Indians, or natives of a mixed race, Mayas and Mestizos. The shore and sands
remind nie of Ramsgate in England, exceut that at Progreso you can pick up
shelîs by the millions, and many of them of surpassing beauty. So great are
the numiibers of these îîretty curiosities cast upon the Central and South American
coasts that they have become a regular branch of commerce and are gathered
and shipped away wholesale in their rough condition to the centres of civilization
and comifort of the xvorld, wvhere they are polished and sold te liccoine tbc
ornanments of cosy mantie-pieces and tables of far iniland homes. Wlicn 1 ivas
a boy I believed, as I put the opening of a large shell 10 my car ihal flic boom-
ng noise made in rmv lcad by so doing wvas thec reverbcrating eclîo of lthe roar
of the great ocean, as it beat on the former home of the wvonderfully consîructed
itîle creature I lield in iny hand. The idea ivas fan-fetched, perhaps, but it was
a. preity one. D. A4. Anset'.

DOMESTIC ECONOMY.

Referring to rny lelter in your issue Of 24 th April upon the necessity of
Domestie TIraining Sehiool fi this city withi a vicw 10 amneliorate the unsatis-

'actory condition of tluns domestically in Montreal especial/y, depending as it


