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COL. ROBERT INGERSOLL ON "THE GODS.'' 1. The gods of al nations bave beeni like file nations who made themn,
tberefore gods arc things of bunian invention. Piut soine confusion occurredA discourse delivered ili Zion Church, Moritreat, by Rev. Alfred J. Bray, April 4 1 , 1880. jnst tben lin the lecturers mmiid, for lîaving made that gceral sLtteenit hie

Moteal lias been visjîed ivithin the last tice days by a tuit %vlbo for bcgari to tll nis lion, that ini sonie counitries tfelic pople had mcade gods 4~
some years now lias suc( eeded iii making liisclf tioloriotus. Sortie over-timid animais becausc they thlotiglit tilosei animais grcater and more powerfui thail
)copie were greatly frightcced at his promiscd visit, and even sought flice thefliscixes. And yc fli uc Iccturer told nis that wc tan only tlîiîk of God-a
tuthority of the Mayor to put a stol) to fis dangeroîts man, Col. Ingersoil. À lesnlCd a iafrlti stebgetfrio nelgnekcn1
iery foolisli proceeding, let nie rernark. In a frec cotintry ail kinds of freedomn uis' We Cannot cveil think cf Cod as a woiiian f-tor M\r. Ingersoi is mlore
nusi l)e allowed, and Mr. Ingersoll liad jîlSt as jnich riglit to cornte liere and intelligent than M\rs. Ingersoil tlîeiefoic, if any lierson shall try [o think of
ay blis say lit bis own manner, and accordîng fo bis own discretion, as Mr. Cod as a pcersoti, lie nntt think of limi as like Ingersoll the maie. Now,
ïammonul lias to corne and prent h and teach fi his îvay. If mcii are free to redut ing tbis t0 soher fact, w bat is it wvortli ? Not 11cliCI, If' anything. Where
gree withlins, they are also free to differ with us, to differ a littie, to differ mnuch, 10 the idea of God or gods began, no one canti ell. So far as tlie Egyptians ivere
iff'er altogether. If the 'Mayor had found a law hy wbicb hie conid probibit cortcernied, tlîeir concepitiotn of' gods camne not fromn Abrabain, nor front flie
ngersoll fr-ons lecturing againsi our religions beliefs, 1 would bave started anl jevisli race ; and tbeir relîresentaît ans ivere no[trii flie forrn of a man. Tbcil
gitalion at once for flie repeal of that absurb armd antiquated laîv. If liearicg Persians certaiîîly neyer carve(l the image of a manti 1 rehîresent the god of'
rguments against 0cr failli is likcly 10 ticscttle uis, tben we ]îad licIter l)c uinset- their mids 10 their eyes. 'I'bec gods of tise Greeks ? W\cil, tliere ixere bosts
cd. WVe are badly off ivilli ail Our religious literature anîd preaebing, if ive of tbem -forcis rathecr filai powers, rep)resctiing art, beauty and pleasur e.
innot edure any kiîîd of criticism, and %vitticisrn atîd argumient. But Coi. Irtgersoll passed then ail by xviîli Ibis icaccurate statýnieit, acd said

I-aving lieard flis champion of co-God and Ingersoilianisii, that is to sa, lie wanted 10 confine imiiself 0tbe flcGod of fie Bibie-''oitr Crod," as lie
llîing, 1 arn boucd to say tbat 1 do not îlîink hie xvould shake the failli of any called icni. lie says, If flie Jews bad ]lo been prohibited front raking

irly reasocabie and well-balanced mari. For although Ithe lecturer gave gravec images, îîîey xvonid have inîaged Ccd as a mian, wiîli black hair, black
'idence froeis li eginnitîg to the end of flie lecture tuat lie hias ai commnand eyes, a fiat face atîd ant aquiline nose. Tlo xvbai period cf Jeivisbi history does
very takicg forci cf speech, xvlich may lie called the ornate colloquial,' aîid he refer ? We cati gaîlier tic idea whl conception Abrahamacibad cf God, for
s5 a tolerably vivid imagination, atnd a kitîd cf %vit %vhici xvhile oflemi coarse is lie otîly spoke cf iîaviîîg beemi called ont of Ur cf flie Chaldees ;lie is said 10

ways conîlcai, ansd alîhouigli lie soniewliat understacds flie appelil azd capt,11- have seen amigels, but Ccd Isever. Isaac tuieditated iii flie field. Jacob, ai
in vu/gus, lie is singularly unîfitted for flie xork lie lias undertaken. 1 nîcan, ote supreme moment of bis life, saici a mati xvrestled xvithii ici, Tb'ere is tic
far as accotnplisimg amiyîhing buit the muere tiakiiig of mîonley for Ihuînself is sigtî that Joseph set npi aîîy fuarîî cf Ccd iti bis bouse itn 1,gyalogî hnceriied. 1 cati fmcd tic signis cf that culture ic iilmi for xvbich we naturaliy Egyptians liad tlîeir reîîreseîstations, and tlic decalogue liad net been giveukin tlie mcmi xvlo in [liese days pretecd to aitack our iàitlî. Judgiîig froni forbidditig amyscitîmg1 Iesn fArla. Msslias ami iitîervieýw ii

pearances, 1 sîîould say Mr. >Itgersoîl nmust blave beemi irougbt Uip in soti an w'îful sotneîlîitg Iliat lîides itself iii a fmery btsb ; agaiti, wvlem if speaks onesteril village, anîd that sitîce leavitig it lie lias read ocly the daily niews- Sitiai, it is a voice front tire amîd stîsoke. W'lici Moses descenîds front flie torp
pers cf Nexv York, i'ith occassiomial (lips itîto Artemus Ward anîd Mark cf the. loncly rock lie fitîds ]lis peopile bowing dcxvii to a goldetn caîf, amid not.tam to brace Up the itntellect, and storc away a joke or two. 'l'le îlîeoîogy o the fornm cf a mîanî. Wliat ivas thc idea those pecople lîad as tlîey stood ai
attacks is cf tIsai kiisd wliicli xvas liard atîd narrow, and opposeci to ail t'le foot cf tIsai rock ?-- a ralible stiddetily liecomne a tiationi ; a laxvless gatng

seti, but ccxv is weIllîîigh olîsolete. lic teck fie miosi absurd and extrava- becomie att organized contctnnity. 'l'hat Ccd %vas att exaggerated and invisible
tl doctrines cf biell, and lîcaveti, and coniversion, aîîd prayer, and Providence Moses ? .I think uîcu. Did tliey mnake tlîeir Ccd? lVas jehovah-thc
r preaclied by men xvlo ktiew no better, but cîcant wliat tlîey said, and jehovali cf Gecsis aîîd Exodus-tse I AIN cf flic Peiitatenici-tle Civet cf
inst that [iery bell], atîd dulI insipid becavei lie lauglied and scoffed te the the Decalogue atnd cf tbat ittarvellotis mor al laxv aîtd civil code xvlîicl ame yettetît cf Itinîscîf aîîd audience. He seemed itterly umiaiare thai lie ivas tise foumîdatiotis cf aIl good govertiiiseisiis tîsat Jeliova. flie product of thathiîsg dead liorses. 'I'his champion, iil suvord cf' xii, nmade charges upotl disorganîsed atîd liaikrupî crcxvd cf Jexvs just fresis front a cruel exile? D)id

re sbadoxvs, aîîd every tinte as lie caime back for acother dash at then xvould Moses tlsink ont tuai Ccd, xvlîc keepetli csercy for tiiouisands --for-givicg
irish bhis xveapcti, auîd smnilc. and say-do you sec hoxv I cuit tlirotgh tlîem ? ttîîquity, transgression and sits-asd yet ill vîsit tise sins cf flie faîliers upoti,e has flie misfortunc 10 read a sermotn, il is certain te lie 0one by Moody, or tie childreti ? Did lie fasîmict frism ]lis cxvni itîitd tbat xvotîderfuil series of legis-by 'falmage, both carcesi mec aîîd able t0 carry on thîcir oxvn xvork, but lative etiacniemîts %vlii iin forty years civilized a peopsle, langlit theisi obe'nlitce
hier cf tlsem anit itellectual giatît, certaimsly. Evert amcîsg preachers Mr. le iaxv and xveided tent imîlo a comspact ccîniunily viith eqial rights for ail].ersoîl iniglt have foumind iten licIter ahie to exîscuiîd te him flise tenles cf Did Moses evolve front ]lis owti eotiseiousness tuati îîiglîî ticis. yieîcî [o riglîl,failli. Buti lie is tic licter advaniced iin itatters cf sciensce. Poor tiait-lie and mai iiust speak truili aîîd aci Wuitl strict justice ? Iiicl Moses imîvetît tlicgot mie furilier tItan Paîey anîd lits xvatcli, and iîemi lie lias crutslied that- gt'eat idea tîsat before flie xx crld xvas Gcd xvas, aîîd tisai Cod crealed flime orld-plate, wbeels aîîd iiiai-spriiig.--tiider flie lice] cf lits light logic, lie itiîsks and mnm, atîd ixas %vits mniai fronts flie begiîing, rewardig Iiisii eti obediemîtsas denoliied evety argumset iv bave ai conmmand xviich may sccrn 10 anid îîunisîîiig his Nvîsemi disobedietî? If Moses did mîcî, %îîo did ? Naiontsr in tlice directioni cf science. Ile %voumd up wvîat lie evideîstly coiisidered have aîxvays imsxecîed Iheir cxvi godls atîd mîade tIsent like tlsemnseixes, haveost tritimplias argumtient, by a niosi. pecuhiar climax-to tie effeci., ltat te ibey? Who imsvemted flie jeliovals cf Israel, Mmr. Iuigersoli, attd xvas lie likeLfcd %vas itmuh more curions Ilian the ivateit, for whule tie ivaicl bad a thensselves ? SureiY youî have mîci ltougîs cf ilsese îlsîcgs ai al. Surely yener, (;od liad noce. In trtulli, flise lectîrer appeared miel 1 lie qîmite sure bave evolved thens cut cf your oxvî prejudiced intd. Thli idea cf Cofd-froirnlier Palcy intemiced flie xvaîcl ho represemît tlie xvorld, or Ccd tlie maker cf il; wviecce is tuai ? Hoxv caise il 10 lic a tlsoutghtiun issenis iiu id ? Whl is thiete Came te tIse general conclusuin, iliat if tIse vatch. liad a niaker andl Ced felieauiug Of titis axvfuî siruigglc cf tttankiîd, cvcryxvlire and1( iii aIl tinte, tenoce, dieu it us very curionis, ansd "tîscre nmust le sonitseitg xvrcmg scitue- expsress le Iliensselves thsis utsvard sense cf reslsonsibiiy.îliis cciîsciousîiesse." Tlo shiow hoîx dcepiy s erseci lie is lii ietapîtysics, aîîd scienîce gecrahly, that tlîey xvcrc utider flic t Ie oif cisc xvîo laicl a might to titeir ohediettie anîdmmd lic could miel imagmise that a îsoxvcr couîd er-cate amîytbiîîg indestructible, coeîId pittisît tîtemni fcr (lisobiecitce. A\s I t(ersi lmîamity, if memu madebliat force cati oîsly att umttion uthter. Six itiotls' stucy iiiflIce hue of ilicir oxvi gods uliey xvould cuakec flic", a; l ess uuami tliemsifelvýes, amîd servants 10sopliv aîîd iimlerîs sciemnce xvould mnake Iiim a iviser, amid .i dame say, a lie corntcanded. amîd te do fltir,, pleasi me b(I hi.iistead of tîtat, tlîey attribute hoci- itii i: buit lie xu'Ill mtt take tlie stumdy, f'Or lie knoxvs tat kmioxvedge tîtetî vcoidrous poixers anid imîvcst titemtxllu ish iarvellous xisdoi. Wîiei tliey
m.xcth t 5crmmx," an miiils cmced is: cmjoy life as icuicl as you cait. if lic catit«e te tîake ait oîîtxxard reîîresemîîaiom, attraîlly, thîy gave ex preCssioti 10
a good dceui imicre, 1 unt sure lie %votmld eîîjoy lits oxvm xvmttîcmsmîî antd argul tîmeir ihlIught by mcakiuig ai image cf ltai. ii'licî couîc luesi mepreseiîh te thlîema great deal lcss. 1 have ne liesilation in saying [liai Mr. Ingersoil is jutst as tlie higliest forti cf powver andc imntelligenîce. 'lime trulli is tbat flie doctrine efornsed comîcerîîîîsg flic matters lie brings uinder discussionu, and is as marrow Ced is iset liased uîpoîî iegic, for logic dcls muet iroe eIL; fu mhlicelct. aixvaysigotcd iri lus aîiueisin as flie veriesi sectarian ii lte Cihy of Montreai. proceeds froti cleflîsite hîremises amsd tmuist aixvays emîd ius defimuite amsd nîeasuredbeme is certaiîsly Il somcîhing xvrcng soitewliere," asd Mvieni Mr. Imîgersoil resmîts ,il cati omsiy argue frocs wvîat il. comîsîrchîends, fromt fixcd psoints amudecimriiug 1 fei sure ltai I liad îlot far te go 10 Iay itiy finger tio tie aioîsg lhes ltai tsay bc traceci, amid front tlie kîsoivahle youî camînot dedimce tlieUllcuiliouixvs , înkttowable, lier froîsi flitc fuite cami yoit deduce flie 1infiuste-ogicaIyý mor is\Jhu litie lecture on'lursclay evcmuung wsavcty iii digesîed anud 11i- it based upoti revelatiomi ibis lieokîîue Bible-assumnes, but il does îci lîrevered af«lai-r, [ picked out frot the geiseral chaos Hlie tmaini poinît upon xvhici -asserts, but dcs tiot argue; ýlie docrimne cf Ccd is bascd lipon iidividutuieh. aucd ivlitucii lue xvas amixiomîs te carry. .Vfter ttmeit. taik abolit lise riglut cetseiousniess ; il cotises clii of ut principie deep aîsd permnenctt iii mîan. Juslc speech, aîsd tisai. opiniioni is a isater cf civihization, ansd tisai xvc ueed as niai lias a biody ccnîsecîed ivitis the xvcrld cf matter-ever draxving 1life andf'end ai imifitite Ccd liecause Ile cats defemsd I-Iimself, amîd Ibat xve camînol pleasître frocs it, s0 tise somi cf him, is ccuiîected xviîi tie world of spirit,aunsi ami imtfimite Ccd becatîse God is miel cemsditiemsed cii uiytiig, but rooed ini Cei, ausd druuxs frots iit tisaI food xviîh cati satisfy tise spirittuale c-ani do Ccd an injustice by imputing tc lis lte creatjcn, or couîstrue senses amîd ahîpease tie spiritual ivauss. E,'ves Col. Ingersoîl ivas compelled teSvlitl vceaul bell-lie laid downi iis'firsi ihesis, tisai confess iliat "Ilicrer mtay lic a Ccd scusexvîcre, wbose every tlioutgbt is a star,


