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The County Councils Act,

The division of the countiesinto distr‘icts
is progressing rapidly. The commission-
ers are unable to satisfy all, and as a result
the New County Council Act is the sub-
ject of unfavorable criticism,

COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH,

The Peterborough Review says: “Under
the County Council’s Act passed at the last
session of the Provincial Legislature the
county has been divided ifito five county
council divisions. Each of these divisions
will be represented by two councillors, so
thatthecounty council after the next election
will be composed of ten members instead
of twenty-threc, as it isat present. This is
a decided decrease in the representation,
and the act as a consequence comes in for
a good deal of condemnation. Yet, that
ten good men can successfully and satis-
factorily conduct the business of the county
seems reasonable enough, but it will be
necessary that the districts should elect
the very best men resident within their
limits regardless of municipality or any
other consideration. The great danger is
that politics will enter into these elections,
If they do the system will be found to be
a dismal failure and a constant cause of
friction and dissatisfaction. Good men
will be overlooked in political fights, for
different reasons for giving 2 man nomin-

ation and support will come nto the case,

and ability will not be the one thing look-
ed at,

Now that the act has been passed
and the conditions are presented and have

to be faced, it is important that the county
council contests should be kept purely
non-political,

A reduction in the repre-
sentation could probably justly be made,
but it is the general opinion that, in the
case of Peterborough, at all events, the act
is a mistake.” We think we have pointed
out the only way in which the reduced
Tepresentation can be made satisfactory,”

Judge Dean referring to the division
said, the change was not a matter of burn-
ing interest in thig part of the province so-
much as in the west, There the county
councils had in some instances  sixty
members and the cxpense was heavy.
When the commissioners were holding a
preliminary meeting in Toronto a judge

stated that in his county the council met
three times a year,

———

The members of the n
represent larger districts and be elected
for two years. In counties where there is
Do county engineer, the reeves dispose of
the money appropriated for roads and
bridges and in many cases they use it to
good effact for the next election. The
money was not spent on any uniform plan
and it was not used to the best advantage.
His honor did not think men representing
a large division would be found doing
work of this kind.

COUNTY OF WELLAND,

. The division of the county of Welland
s referred to by the 7, ribune as “emi.

ew council will
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nently unsatisfactory, incongruous, and in

at least one material respect inequit-
able.”

Truly the act needs amendment, and
in no respect more so than in affording
the right of appeal from the arbitrary
dictum of a commission who themselves
know nothing of local circumstances and
conditions, and utterly refuse to regard
those who do. 'The warning to the Pro-
vincial Government was publicly given at
the sitting, and we but repeat it here, that
this act, and especially as it is being
worked out in utter defiance of local pub-
lic sentiment, if persisted in, will militate
strongly against the government that
passed it when the people get an oppor-
tunity to express their opinion. It is
quite true that under the present system
of county councils there is a crying evil
that needs remedy, but the remedy pro-
posed undoubtedly needs revision.

Judge Bell closed the proceedings of
the commissioners’ meeting by saying that
he was aware that the law was unpopular
with county councillors, but he had yet
to learn that it was unpopular with the
people. To the contrary, he had reason
to believe that the people of the county
in which he resided looked upon it as
affording relief from a county council so
large as to be cumbersome and unduly
expensive, He anticipated there would

some little difficulty in the working of
the measure at first, but after a few years
he believed this would disappear, and
people, instead of thinkimg of the muni-
cipality they resided in would think only
of the county council district as a unit ;
in short, that municipal boundary lines

would become obliterated with respect to
county council diyisions.

Descriptions in Deeds.

The title of 2 man’s home is no trivial
matter, and therefore the care and precis-
ion with which a conveyance should be
drawn is manifest and the importance of
such care in describing land becomes
more prominent upon the Court records,
showing as they do the vast amount of
money wasted, the worry and trouble in-
volved in litigation, and the cause of which
nine times out of ten, is traced to the abor-
tive attempt of some person to do some-
thing he knew nothing about,

It has frequently occurred that the seriy-
ener had confounded the courses and dis-
ances for bearing trees with the courses
and distances of boundaries, and it also
frequently appears ' where the measure-
ments are made in chains and hundredths,
that the hundredths have been mistaken
for full chains and thus they make a
confounded mess of it

Take for illustration the following ease:

The intention wag to convey j53.82
acres out of a tract of land which had been
surveyed, and the boundaries were as
plainly given as it js possible to write, and
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