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wilderness in -as quiet a mannér as possible.
j- You will thexi, Pardon nie, Alice, should 1 dim-

inish your enjoyxnents, by requesting this gentle.' mani to postpone lus chant until a safer oppor.
tunity."

"You wvill ditninîsh themn, inideed,'' returned'
the arch iiI; "for neyer did I hear a miore un-
worthy conjunction of execution and language,
than that to which I have been listening; and I
was far gone in a learnied inquiry in the causes
of suc-h an unfitness between sourd and sense,
when you broke* the chatni of mny nusings by
that bass of yours, Diuncai!

4'l know not whut you eall ny bass," said
jHeyýward, piqued ai lier reniark, ,but 1 I<now

that your safety, and that of Cora, is far dearer
to mîe thanl could be any orchestra of Handei's
mnusic.- H1e pauised and turned hîs head quickly
towards a thieket, and theu bent his eyes sus-.

t piciously. on'- their guide, who continuied bis
steady pace, in undisturbed gravity. The young
marn smiled to himself, for. lie believed lie had

mstaken som.e shining berry of the woods for
t1e glistenting eyeballs of a prowling savage, and
lihe rode forwiard, continuing the conversation
which had been ixiYérrupted by the passing
thougbt.

Major Heyward was mistakev, only in suifer.
ing his youthfùl and generous pride to suppress
bis active watchfulness. The cavalcade had flot
long passed, before the branches of the bushes
that' forrned the thicket were ca.utiously moved
asunder, and a hurnan visage, as fiercely xvild as
savage 1art and unbridled passions could make
it, peered out on the retiring footsteps o f the
travellers. A gleamn of exultation shot across
the dàrkly-paiinted lineanents of the inhabitant
of the forest. as lie traced the route of bis in-
tended victims, -%%,o rode unconsciotxsly onward;
the lighit and graceful fornis of the females wav-

* ing among the trees, in the curvatures of their
path, followed at each bend by the rnanly figure
of Heyward, until, fiuxally, the shapeless person
of the singing master was concealed behind the
nunmberless tnxnI<s of trees, that rose in dark,
bines, ini the iliternmediate spaca.

CHAPTER III.

Yiefore these fields %vere shorn andti ti'd
11111 to the brini out rivers flowd

The mllody of waters fill*d
The fresh andi boundleas wood:

And torrents dash'd, anxd rivulets play'd.
And fountains spotuteti in the shade.

Leaving the unsuspecting Heyward and his
confiding companions to penetrate stili deeper
into a forest that contained stxch treacherous
mnmateb, we must use an author's privilege, and
shift the scenie a fcw miles to the westward of
the place wliere we have last seen tbemn.

On that day, two meii were lingering on the
banks of a srnall but rapid strcam, within an
liour's journey of the encanipmnent of Webb, like
those wlio awaited, the appearance of an absent
pers .on, or the approach of sorne expccted event.
TrhÇ vast canopy of -woods spread itsclf to the
m largin of thé river, over-lîanging the water, and
shadowing its dark currcnt* with a deeper hue.

* The rays of the sun w'ere beginnin1g to grow Iess
fierce,' and the int ense lieat of the day, was les-
seried, as the cooler vapors of the springs andI

fouintains rose above their leafy beds, and restedl
in the atiuospbere. Stili that breathing silence,i
uvhich marks the droxvsy sultriness of an Anieri.
can landscade ini JuIy, pervaded the secluded
spot, interrupted Only byýthe low v'oices of the
rien, the occasioxial and lazy tap of a woodpeck.
er, the discordant cry of somue gaucly jay, or a
swelling on the ear, fromn the dixil roar of a dis-
tant wvaterfall.

These feeble and brokeu souxîids werc, Iîow-
ever, too fanîjliar to the foresters, to druw, their
attention froni the more interestiing inatter of
their dialogue. While one of these loiterers
showed the red skin and wild accoutrements of
a native of the woods, thé other exhihited,
througlî the. niask of his rude and nearly savage'
equipïcents, the brighiter, thougli sun-burnt and
long-faced complexion of onîe who inight dlaim
descant froin a European parentage. The form er
was seated on the- end of a mnossy log, in a pos-
ture that permitted hiim to heighten the effect of
his earnest language, by the cahun but expressive
gestures of an Indian engaged ir*Il debate. His
body, wlvhicb w~as nearly naked, presented a ter-
rific enîbleni of deailh, drawn in iaterminglcd
colors of wvhite and bla.ck. His closely-shaved
head, on vhich. no other hair thali the well-
known and chivaîrous scalping tuft wus preserv-
ed, wvas withouit ornament of any kind, -%vith the
exception of a solitary eagle's plumne, that cross-
cd bis crown, and depended over the left shoul-
der. A toinahawk and scalping-knife, of Eng.
lisi nmanufacture, were ini lus girdie ; while a
short military rifle, of that sort with wlîich the
policy of the wlxites arnmcd their savuge allies,
lay carclesqly across bis bare and siiîewy knec.
Th-e expanded chest, full fornied limbs, and
grave comintenance of this uvarrior, woiuld denote
that lie had reached the vîgor- of his days,
though no synîptons of decay appearcd tço bave
yet weakcencd bis manhicod.

.The fraîne o 'f the -tvlitc uman, jud-irig by sucb
parts as %vere flot coîîcealed by bis clothes, xvas
like that of one whio liad know'îi liarclships ai-d
exertion froni bis carliesi yotb. I-lis person,
tlîougb muscula-, wvas rather attcnuated than
full; but every ficrve and muscle appearcd strong
and indurated by unire±mitted exposure aulx-I toil.
j -le %vore a hunting-shirt of forest-green, fringed

1with fadd yellow, and a s;uiner cap of Skiuis
wvhicli had becix slxorn of thteir fur. ' la also
bore a knifé in a girdie of %vanmpuiii, like tlliat
which confiined the scanty grmnents of the
Indian, buit no tomnaiawk. Tuls 1'nocccasixîs w
ornailiented aftar the gay fashion of the natives,
whiltc t'he 014l part cf bis, under druss wvhich
appeared below. the hxîntiing frock, wvas a. pair
of buckskimî leggiings, that laced at the sides,
and wb ich wveic gai îûcl above the L-nces, w-itlî
the sinews of a deer. A pouch and boni corn-
pleted lus personal accoutrements, thotigh a
rifle of great length, wvbich the tlîeoî-y of the
more ingeuioixs w~hites hiad tauglit dxini wvas the
nxost dangerous of aIl firearins, lcaiîed agaimîst a
neigliborimg sapling. The litntitng-eyce of the
limiter, or scout, wvhicliever bu, migbit be, va-s
siTiall, quick, ke(:en, and restless, roving while lia
spolie5, on evcry side.of bîmui, as if in qucst of
gainie, or distrusting the sudden. approitcb of
some iturking enleiiy., Notwitbstandîg these
1svîîîlptomls of habit laI suspicion, lîitscuteînc
NvaS noi: 011lv withoîi t gulIlile, but at * tuer moment

at which he is introduced, it wvas clx;rged v1.
an . xp)ression of sturdy bonesty.

"IIv'cî yotir traditions niake the casu in "WY
favor, Clhingueligool(," hie said, speakirig in the
tongue known to the natives wlio formierly iii-
habited the country betwcen the Hudson and
the Potonuack, and of which, we shail give a frce
translation 'for the benielit of the roader; en,
deavoring, at the saine time, to preserve soie
of the peculiarities, both of the individual and
of the language, "lYour fathers caile froin the
setting sun, c rossed the big river (the Missis'
sippi,} foughit the people of the country, andc
took the land; and mine carne froru the red sky
of 'the morning, over the sait lakc, anci did their
woik much. after the fashion that iîad been set
them by yours; then let God judge the iratter
between us, and friends spare their words!"

"Mý'y fathers fought with the naked red mnn!
returned the Indian, sternly, in the same lan-
guage. "lIs there no difference, Hawvk-eye, be-
tween the stone-beadcd arrow of the warrior,
and the leaden biullet with which you kilt ?"

"The.reis reason in an Inidian, thoughi nature
lias made with a red skin 1" said the -white inan,
sbaldng b-is head lil<e one on whorn snch an ap-
peal to his justice wvas not thrown away. For a
mnoment lie a 1 îpeared.to be consciaus of hiaving
the worst of the argument, then rallying again,
hc answnered the objection of bis antagonist in
the best inanner bis limited information would
aIlow: 'Il arn no scholar, and 1 cure flot wvho
]cnowvs it; but, judging from what I bave seen,
ut deer chases and squirît-1 1-iîts, of the sparks
below, I should thiîîk a rifle in the hands of
their grandfathers -%vas flot so diangerous as a
hickory bom, and a goud flint-beau! miglît bc, if
drawvn with Inidian judgnîent, and sent by an
Indian eove."

"lyou have the story told by oour fathers,'' re-
turried thle other, coldly waviig hlis band. ''Vhat
say x'our old nien ? do they tell the youing wvar-
riors, tilat the paie facus n4t the red men,
painted for xvar and aïrnicd with) the store
batchet and wooden gun ?"

''nnot a prejudiced man, nor one whio
vauints iiniself on bis natural pi-ivilepges, tboughi
the worst ceniy I ]lave on earth. ard 'lie is an
Iroqutois, daren't deny that 1 arn genuine whiito,"
the scout replied, surveying witli. se~rrot satisfaiu-
tion, the faded color of bis lbony and sinewy
liard, ; and 1 ani willing tc, owiî that iiv peo Ie
bave niany ways, of %vhicli, as an lionest mani, I
can«t appiove It is ona of thecir ctistoms tO
wvrite in books what they have clone and scen,
insteaci of teliing tbemn ini their villages, where
the L can be given to the face of a cowardly
boaster, and the brave soldier can eall on bilsconiradcs to wviness for the triith of bis words.
In consequence of this bad fasixion, a mail, wvlio

vh'o is tOO conscientious to inissptnd bis ciays
among the wvonicn, in: Iearning the naines of
black marks, may neyer hear of the deeds of his
fathers, nor feel a pride lui striving to outdo
thein. - For mvself, I conclude that ail the
BumipPoý could shoot. for I bav'e a naturai. turu
%vith a rifle, wliich tnust hiave bccn handeddcownx
froni generation to generation, as our hioly com-
miaDdinents teil us, ail good and evil gifts are
bestowed; though I should be loth to answer for
other people in sucli a miatter. But every storv
lias its two sides: so I ask youi Chingaebgook-,
ivhat passed, accordinig ta tlue traditionis of th~e
red menx. wSlîcii our fathers first inet ?e'
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