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THE SITUATION.

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, Chancellor of the FEx-
chequer, in a debate in the House of Commons, o 3
day, let drop some words in favoir of free trade wvith theu
colonies. Referring to, the interpretatîin whichi Sir
Wilfrid Laurier had put on the graini tax. a,, possiblY
opening the way to reciprocal prefereince, SirMihe
guarded himself against being understo-od to agree wvith
that interpretation; but he added, "Îf we coid have
free trade with the colonies, evei soie sacrifices ini
that direction might be made." The question ils whiat
the Chancellor meant by free trade. He probahlv
lias the samne idea of it that bas been expressedî by M-r.
Chamberlain and Lord Salisbury, olle of whiom
said soniething about an arranigement under whicIl
Canada wotild admit British goods free of duty
and the other that under Iniperial federation1
England would have to be supremle. This.-
notion is quite unlrealizable, and for two reasons Can-
ada could flot even admit that it is open to discussion.
The necessities of revenue forbid, and becaulse a systein
of avowed protection, first established under Sir john
Macdonald, and continiued to the present, under the
pretext of a revenue tariff, bias got too strongly rooted
to be disturbed. It is pretty clear, we think, what is
in the mind of these British statesmien, thiougrh their
thoughts are expressed with different degrees of direct-
nless, Perhaps these utterances would warrant the
conclusion that some deg-ree of mnutuai reciprocity may
be wîthin reach, if Canada be prepared to pay high
enough for it. If there is to be reciprocity, it muist
be what the tiane' im-plies. Canada's contribution to
the protection of the Empire is now conceded by the
commercial class as something which is fairly due.
H-itherto, Sir Wilfrid Laurier hias not fallen in with thi1S
idea; it appears as if he would oppose th'Q viewv
ex.pressed by the united organs of commerce through-
out the country. The answer of the Chancellor of the
Excchequer to Sir William Vernon Harcourt's enquiry,

whte ili or dtv %\;I- elttIt"ivelv a wxtrre cit

i.1)l\, it lu~ id tî~ite rjdc t ist~i
tîtat is tii ,k lc iitt)ç i na rties

An Im»tin nîe t f ian n fac'i utrer' Imt' 1)t'eîî
held at Belt.( )nî 1- t(Àr niîe Iip'i cti i\

along ht' ue. Tîex' inetuli :L1 satl.i entlist tIlic
aid of thenîiicîaiie hîtgternîeat fiîîially Ic

c r o w n t h e i f i ' i i î i î i~ ( ' I > a r l ip ; ' u t a v a i t t r t v

î î n i t d n î n i c i p l i t i - . a r e i e l t , î l î ji t . I t r

lad as1 niatter stIîl. wl' hetue street. rai.a corne

i aekli t- l ntnciîll" ciotiti,' tît.aei I i ll ait
ththe cil v uwîvii P. blie< e p xe riînti

intend ii cal! t il vnioi lif repre1%". ixes fri uiî

th11 alîn t' 'i nîcî 1i lie 1îîrse iii 'ltî o e

xx at Ilias licti ri l It,ý ý i pI i"li if. su fan a- sI tiwi e'1
ie of ih l eg IslI i'e t.111Il,» ii 1 Ci t co îenil TI î,'

ap lca i arc, usr f 1),wt'ir, attîlý ilt' are, : it I i( iî î\ti

Otis, to t it' ch rg if w ilIîî 1( t i\ I)lit .ý, i lii C cciii

sioni of othwir t. itis-, gr 1 if 1 f nailtre. VrIut i t
Falls to- Iteic i lie ( ul listaîc 1s îo 1 1iles, a Ii urn t w f thei

speker ailii IcTerliI înigIn auIIlmiIlcîl fluai 1l1o liiss
of pocwer- iii lra* 'tTI'II-i'suo i.> Iltt iiint1 wi l it b fi-ilî
10 tii 20 per, cenll, Iti rI, aises a[ qnîsti t if 1lie1( îc
tion of mattieirrs it ilie Hoilriuî'iue vdn

thliik that. iii sjliî'tuf t1 e loca t iise iliiat iitu ,itw ll
be, o i c hir atdv tîttage lu i, *1 t' fi,îni t1le Fails.1 If

Ill îrIll tî l lia Iî liceit \% il eo d rd ni tIiîs e. 'n

îiînfeîuer ii hbeii,1 CIn r d ll (le (Jul tii

Ilxet Itîierll ltieet oiffiit ti n o u
1)Ont.ir 1ali anIlt

Aocme sofiî lias \1tîîome lu rne iiîruîîîlt

enaton Ib1scss t'auada.Mn. Ilt \aigr,. tht' efiien

t onf pIrit. W il' dîfIîlt tii,( intenî'st frecl Iý
peopCl>e tn etiraîilt iicl clty whieh Ieei) t i

unde Spît'Frnei iititiion tîearv a -'iry;ndalui
as F'roliiias aay tha Fane cd te baov di

reviv i î'e mîcliale andr mort' n fao abl v
cusane ha ae existed lth past buI1t the,

icloieslgtlvp-Ilo of Frneda shtli,tit euigrand popun-

favourenil ofaci.iry W do flot sexp. uhfott

Las Palma, Caar las s, proeas t ave disth

otledst the use of chemican th prsicaly fthe


