
THE CANADIAN MILJTARY GAZETTE.

IIK " COMPANY QUEIEN'S OWN RIFLES.

We reproduce froil the Mlail the followitig excellent his-
torical sketch of Uîis organization, so muchi discussed of late :

A report wvas circulated a féw days ago* among the militia
officers of the city that the authorities contemplated the
abolition of the Unîiversity Company of the Queetn's Ovîî
Rifles, and tlîat IlK " voud in the niear future parade as an
ordinarv clown-town comipany of the regiment, and would be
no longer comiposed of* the students of the universiîy. Many
c\-otflicers and ex-nienbers of the company expressed their
sincere regret that such a course should be taken, anîd en-
qttiry at headquarters gave tlîern littîle hope of being able to

yve ld -K ý a iicw lease of life. l'le authorities seem 10o

ile lîardly awvare of the magnitude of the opposition which
their action is likely to arouse among the large body of
proinient inilitary meni scattered over the whole province
whic began thieir connection wvith tlhe Canadian volunteer
torce ini the ranks of what %vas at first known as the Uni-
versity Rifle Coînpan:.

The comipany wvas formied during the excilernent caused by
the T1rent. affair ini 1861, whichi may be said to have given
birth to the present voluniteer systern of Canada. At the
news of tlhe possibility of war between Great Britain and tlîe
United States, offers of iiîary service camne froni aIl parts
of thc country. Amnong the companies then formied wvas one
consisting uf professors and students of University College.
'l'lic nmeeting at whiclî the resolutions for the organization of
sucli a compati)' was passed was held ini Convocation hall,
and presided over 1w Rev. Dr. MIcCatil, thien presideîît of
LiiN-etsitv Lollege. Thei first oflicers chosen %vere Prof. H.
11. Croft as captain, Prof.' J. B. Cherrimiat as lieutenuant, anîd
.Nir. .Adani Ctrooks (afierwards Niîister of Educatioti for On-
tario) ats ensign ; anid anion- the privates enrolled were Sir
D)aniel (then Professor) W'ilson, Prof, Bucklaîîd, andi Mr.
WVillianm Mulock, now vice-chauîcellor of the university. The
tirst tinitorni chiosen w~as lighît grey, the conipany, being theil
itidependetît. In- 1862 the comipany w~as incorporated with
t le (.ueen's Own Rifles, whien the present uîîiform wvas
adopted. ln 1864 tlhe conipany obtaiîîed the first prize offer-
cd bv Col. Moutîtain, inspectiîîg officer, for the most efficient
and coiplele conîpaîiy in Canada.

Wlîen the Fenians iîîvaded Canada ini June, 1866, tlîe
coinîpany sent to the front 49 oflicers and meni, of wvhon,
howcver, o111V 29 were prcseîît at the skirmish which toolc
place at iillneridge on1Julie 21ld, the greater portion of tlhe
mieîîbers haviing left Toronto for their v'arious homes at the
close of thîe exarninations in May. Thev were led mbt action
by tlîe late Lieutenant Whitney, boîli Prof. Croft and Prof.
Clierriiian being detaitied in Toronto by order of the Gov-
eriiîment. The), advanced farther towarcls the cnemny than
any other portion of the force ini action, driving the enemy's
Icft laîik before them, and thus being the last to whom Ithe
order to retire was given. They lost thîrce killed, four
wotindcd, anîd iirce prisoniers, as shown in the following
list : - Killeci, ltes. Malcolnm Mackenzie. J. H. Mewhurn,
aïnd Williami F. Temipest. Wounided. l'tes. W. H-. Vander-
Smissen, R. E. Kitngsford, E. G. Patterson, and E. T. Paul;
takien prisoîlers, Corj,. T. D. Delamiere, Lance-Corp. WA. H.
ElIlis, Pte. David junor. The prisoners uiot wotinced were
taken to Fort Erie, iviere tîe%- were abandoned on the ap-
proach of the îroops. 'lhle Unîversity company also took
pîart in the rebellion ini tle North-W'est inii 88i. The
QUeen'>s Ownl fornîed part of the columin despatchied under
Lieut.-Col. Otter for the relief at Battleford. A successful
engagement %vitlî the li dian cliief Poundmnaker tookc place on
MNav 2id at Cul Knlife creek, in wliich a dctachmient of Il K ''
C'o.'took part. On this occasion Plte. Lloyd wvas seriouslv
wounded i i rcscuing a fallen conirade.

'l'lie following is a list of former officers of the companv.
anl examnation of wlîich will shlow iliat niost of thenm have
silice lbeconie proiuiient in the civil or mîilitary affairs of the
couîitrv : Il.Il. Croft. captain î8g6î-67 ; J. B. Clierrinian,
lieutenant 1861 -67, ca1Ptain 1867-72 ; Adanm Crooks, ensîgil

\Vi t-; . C. Campbell, ensigu i8î6- ;XV. .I is
lieu tenant 1 8(-)066 ; \V. Il. Ellis, enisigti 0867, lieuteniant
1s(I>8.;2, capiaini 1882-85 ; T. 1). Dclamiere, ensigil 1867,
licutleiant l1867-72. c;tptaîn l1872 ; \V. Il. Xander Snîissen,
LeiiteŽi-11t 1872-85, capltain 1875-78 ; R. E. Kingsford, ensignl

127 :TliOs. Laingtoil, ellsigil 1872.75, lieutenant 1875-78;

Alfred Baker, lieutenant 1875-78, captain îS88-8o; F. F.
Manley, lieutenant 1878 ; George Acheson, Ilieutenant 188 ;
J. M. Delamere, captain 1886-87 : E. F. Gunîlier, lieutenant
1884-88 ; G. A. Badgerow, lieutenant 1886-90; H. I3rock,
caplain i888-90. The preseni otbicers of tie conîpany are.
Captaiti Rennie and Lieutenanits Coleman, Baker aîd White.

Naturally after a fiourishiîîg existence of 3o years in con-
nection with lise university, and an enrolinieni. during that
lime of mnîy înaines wlîich afîerwards becohie pronhinent in
thie aiffairs of the counîtry, a feeling of deep regret is aroused
among îîot ont)- those who have been coîînected wviîl the
conipanty, but also anîoîig ail the graduates and under-
grad uales of the university vho have an intcrest in tlîe main-
tenance of its institutions. Sinîce the first of February, 1890,
%%-len ail the arms anid accoutremients of I K" wvent up in
snîoke, tie company lias liad a struggle 10 regain old-tinme
efliciencv and sîtrength. I)uring the seasoti which has just
closed, hiowever, owing to the untiring efforts of ils junior
officers, the conîpany lhas almost fullv revived, and il now
appears as if an era of the greatest prosperîîy would follL)w%
the recent period of disorgaîîization. With such prospects,
suchi a liistory, a record of remarkable vigor and eficiency,
and so many'ex-niembers and ex-officers now npon the milît ia
roîls of the Doînmiion, il %vould lie a pty' indeed if its con-
tenîplated severance from the Provincial University is effected.

SOLDIERS A-ND SPIRITS.

In Surgeon Manîî's (U.S.A.> Il Medical Sketches of thec
War of 181 2,' hie gives the foiloxviîig as bis experience of the
effect of tlîe free use of alcholic beverages by' the Ainerican
soldiers of that day.

IlExamples may be furmished to demonst rate, that ardent
spirits are a useless part of a soldier's rationi. At those
periods, during the revolutionary w~ar, %%,lien the armiv receiv-
ed no pay for tlîcir services, anid possessed not the ieatis xo
procure spirits, it wvas liealthy. Thie 4bli Massachusetts regi-
ment aI iliat eventlul period, of wilîih1I was tlie surgeon,
lostin iiilrce years, b) sickness, not more than i or 6 nmen.
It wvas i a lime whcn thie ariy vas destitute of money.
During the winter of 1779-80, there was only one occurence
of fever ini the regiment ; and ihat wvas a ptîeunionia of a
nîild forni. Itl vas observable the last war, 1'frm Decenîber
1814, to Apt-il 181 il the soldiers at Plattsburgh were flot at-
tacked witlî fevers as they had beeti the preceding winters.
The troops, during îlîis period, were tiot paid ; a fortuniate
circuis tatice to the army -, arising- froni a wvant of f'unds.
This enîbarrassment, whichî%vas coîîsidered a national
calamiby, proved a blessing to the soldier. Wli<hen lie is
found poor ini money, il is always the case that lie ahouîîds
ini health. A fact worîli recordiîîg.

''leserters froni the British arnîv, of whoni sorte lhuîîdîeds
came to our posts, exhibited mîarks of higli lîcalili ; while
those of our soldiers w~ere pallid and eniaciated. The dif-
férence was lo obvious 10 have escaped thie observation of
the officers of the armiy. Ilb led me to seek tlhe cause. U p-
on enquiry it %vas learîîed that spirits %vere tio part of the
ration of tlie British soldier ; iliat tliese liquors could flot lie
proctired in the upper province of Canada for monev.
White, ini addition to their dailv rations, our sol diers, wlîeî
they liad l nîey in tlîeir pockets, lias frec access to spirits i
the stores of the suitlers.

IDiseases and mortalîty getierallv, but niot necessarily, fol-
lowed thie pay-masters of tlhe arnîv. XVith nîeans 10 niake
thenîselves comfortahle, soldiers frequently retîder their hv'
wretclied.

An unusually intercsting exilibîb in Ithe (anadiaui section of*
the Xorld's Fair xviIlieb a collection of 3;84 mililarv buttons,
artistically arranged oni a shield. They have been ohîained
froîîî th'- cloîlîing of Britisli officers, represeîitative of everv
hranch of the Imperial service, by Mr. %V. H. Love, of St.
John, N. B., and il îook hini îîiue years to collect t hem. The
aut'tiorities of thie Britishî Museumi are now correspondimîg for
the jurchase of the shicld, as thiere is uîot supposed to lic
anotlier collection as complcte as thîis in the world.


