
I3TH !4ARdu, 1890] THE CANAD IAN MILITIA GAZETTE.

Mas;» itedto 'the pürpôosès of a-rtiàtonhal military trainiîhgground and
sbooting rangés.'He:Ônclded-by mvitîg the adôpion of h eot
wbich -was'tàken, aÉ rèàd. AThe monôffon ah ecne by Sir Henry
FIetèber, *Vice- Cbairràn of-thé cwicil.'

Captain ý-,ARNÉri (ý22ndMiddlseek-VR.Y. expressed the opinion
that it wôid l~é;necessary foindrease the-attràctiveness -of the meetings
of the atsociatbri.' Thé nèW recruit Pýizes,*weiei admirable, but he
tbougbt the coôuncil ;siild gofurther, and'apal to a larger constitu-

*en .Hb advôctèdthe openiing of -the presèht Volunteer comfpeti.
tdons » to the memitbertof ail'. Her Majèsty's'armied forces. The pro-
posai had bèên-nreÉàtived formeriy on àaccount of the want of accommo-

datira a Wiblèd .6 ut.this ojêctionwouId not'1io'whold good, and
lie ws'.q.uitë-ïùre that'tfieý*Voluiteerswo*uld welcoffe their comrades of

:1e reu1r eirvices -s c ompetito)rs 'with them foi the Queen's and- otherSim ia * ", ize. ! -. . : . .

QuârtérùiastèrýGRATWICKE, who was received with applause, said
he was sure all wouid feel grateful to the council for the devotion with
wbkch tbé'y bd ipplied ltberii5eiestô th«e ifiterestsi of-the aisociation in
conhection. with the change frôm* its old home at Wimbledon to its new

homeat risîy Asg~mater accoin mdation- would be at their disposai,
it seemed' to.him that the tiie had arrivèd when- the counicil might
make the meeting muitre attractive- and less expensive, because less
ieigthy, to thé great body of 'thé competitors. Careful examination
should be ffi'ade *of the v arious competitions, and those which did flot
pay should be: deait with accordingly.' The match-rifle contests, in
wbich a pureIýa fancy weapôn was empioyed*, had long entailed an annual
ioss on the as9ociaton. Ixistead of çontributing, as did the general
écintribùtïdoWs; a large surplus' té the fund of the association, these small-
bore tômpètitiorns alwàyÈshsowed.a balance on the wrong side. He did
iiot think t'iis condition of things sbouid be continued. The match-
rifle was rapidly becoming the relic of a by *n aead should be laid
up'ý aà -cùiiosity for the àdmriation Ôf future generations. His first
sûggesÉtionî wôi.ld be the relégation of the match-rifle to the second week
of the ùiieeting; And the greater encouragement during the first week of
shooting 'with the Martini-Henry at 700 and 8oo yards. The small-bore
riflemeri were few in number-about 70-and occasionally, when watch-
itg th eir performances, he bad beem reminded of the Ilold man of the
sea," wbo had brought down té the present time the Weaknesses of bis
youth, crystalized with the crotchets of advancing age. The match-rifle
shootists no doubt used a. fearful and à wonderful gun.. The appendages
were s50 nulierous that an attendant must be employed to bring them to
the'f'iýrig point. When« the match-rifle bad had attached to it a multi-
tude of devices, and when'the owner was finally ready to place the car-
tridge in his weapon, yet then a variety of performances had to be, gone
tbrough, and an enormous amount of time devoted to winding up the
gun for büÉiness, the resuit flot unfrequently being that a wind allowance
*asèrewed on from the right when the performer intended it should be
frdin the left ; or, if ctber things. were satisfactorily arranged, the shot
wvasi Perhaps, sent into target No 6, when in reality it should have gone
tô No. i o r No. 12 , a long distancte away. He- did flot think this merely
pretty play shouid be contii.ed at a loss to the association. His second
suggestion would be the abolition of the li-diurnai competitions, wbich
weê noi open throughout the whole meeting, and their replacement by
competitions wbich should bé opened and closed on the sanie day, and
which shouid be shot at the same -distance as that at which the great
general compétition of the day was -being fired. Sucb daily competi-
tiolhs for jJCýô wortb of prizes at a Ss. entrance fee, would command
populiity, and give much greater satisfaction to the competitors, and
greàter profit to the association than now resulted trom the present bi-
diùrnâis, wbich sim1ply provided prizes for'the man with the longest
pocjcet, who côuid makeé the greatest number of entries. The third

*proposai Woui-d be the inclusion of &Il tbè'Grand Agg'regate and general
Voluntéeier cemetitions, inciuding 'the final stage of the Queen's, and
the great Voluâer teamî contests in the first week of the meeting. He
th6ugbt this propôsitioni would c6mmènd itseif té' al. It must be
ïmtribered that witb the majority of volubteers their time was not their
own, and-tom~ahý limé nieanit money. The oniy other point to which
be wsbed to allude was the proposai, to admit veterans who had attained
the age of 5o, anid who had served 2 1 years in the force. He strongiy
supported, this proposai. If the veterans could bold their own against
the younger men so much the more would it be to their honour, and

*there was not a single effective volunteer wbo would grudge the veteran
al the distinction bis courage and pluck might bring him.

Mr. C. F. LowE (Queen's Westminster) was -rejoiced to find that
the chairîiian, from whât he had said about thetIlback position," agreed
that the true'policy of the assôciation should be to iead military opinion
atd flot -tô follow it. Re found that paper targets would flot do with
the inë* rifle. Thé btillet hole made'vias so small that it might be often
unperceived by the marker. He would, therefore, draw the serious at-
tention of the council to the desirability of reverting to the use of iron

targets as Bisley. After some remarks in favour of the permission to use
orthoptics,,'whicb, lbe. said, did- not realy difier from spectacles, be went.
on to say that he:couldnôt agree -with Mr. Gratwicke -in wishing to àee
the match rifle disused at the. N. R. A. meetings. It had done-gobd
service in the past,; and the science anxd skill brought to bear upon it
h4d resulted, intihe production of the new military rifle, and hie thoijght
th .ey ail owed a debt of gratitude to, those who bhad brought the m?,tch
tions; rifle and its use to such -perfection. 0 f course the competi-
for it should be so arranged. as not to involve pecunîary. loss -to. the
association ; but subject to this, hie would be glad to see room made at
Jiisley for ail kinds of rifl*es and revolvers, and he boped that no narrow
or tgparochial"» view would ever be taken of the funictions of the associ-
ation.

Sir HENRY HALFORD said, that the orthoptic sight was flot conyen-
ient for niilitary use, because the shooter, when looking through it, could
see nothing but the mark he aimed at.

Sergeant FuLTON, G. M. (Queen's Westminster), went at some length
into the defence of the use of ortboptics as adjuncts to military ri1gs.
He said thiat it was a mnistake to suppose that these sights were ch'iefiy
used byi elderiy men. On the, contrary, they were used mainly by
young mén with long sight, who found that the back sight was atways
Ilblurred," and who were, fromn the very fact of their having long sight,
the- most useful soldiers. If tbe orthoptics were used in the for m, of
spectacles, the left eye should neyer be. blocked up, as -was sonetinies
done. The shooter soon learned to take aim witb both eyes open, and
even if hie did not, be (Sergt. Fulton) had proved by actual experiment
that, looking through an orthoptic sight of the ordinary size of aperture,'he could command a front ot vision of about 30 Or 35 yards
wben aiming at 200 yards, and of about roo yards. when aiming .at
6oo yards. And the orthoptic sight, if used in the form of an
eye-glass fixed to the cap, cou)d be adjusted with the greatest rapidity,
and was most useful in field-firing. In fact there was much more to be
said for orthoptics ftom the military point of view than for verniers, bar-
rel-coolers, &c., which were now pcrmitted, and the use of which, indeed
hie should be sorry to see prohibited.

Major.BiRD (South Middlesex) said that the second week in July,
in which the N.R.A. meetings were held, was a very inconvenient time
i r many business men in London, and asked whether the date could-
flot be changed to the third or fourth week, or better stili, to the first
week in July.

Sir H. HALFORD proposed, and Colonel Burt seconded the re-elec-
tion of H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge as President of the association.
The motion having been carried, LoArd WEMYSS moved the re-election of
the Vice-Presidents and the confirmation of the election which had been
made by the council of Col.. Stanley Bird and Capt. E. St. John Mild-
may. In doing so hie paid a high tribute to Capt. Mildmay for the very
great services hie had rendered to the association as its Secret ary for
thirty years. No man could have worked harder or more indefatigably
than hie (Capt. Mildmay) had done, and it should be remembered that
the selection of Wimbledon Coînmon as the site of the meetings had
been entirely due to him. Capt. Mellish (4tb V.B. Sherwood Foresters)
proposed, and Col. Despard (3rd V.B. Royal West Kent) seconded the
re election of the nine out-going members of counicil, viz., Brigadier
General the Right Hon. J. H. A. Macdonald. Col. Marsden, Col. Vis-
count Bury, Brig.-Gen. Lord Wantage, Col. Wilson, Col. Sir. M.
M'Murdo, the Eart of Lathom, Major-Gen. Philip Smith, and Major
Eari Waldegrave, and the confirmation of the election by the counicil
of Lieut.. Gen. Sir Evelyn Wood and Mr. J. A. Doyle. Colonel Haddari
(4th V.B. Royal West Surrey) proposed the re-election of Mr. John
Gane as auditor of the association.

The following petition was laid on the table and was signed after
the meeting by most, if flot all, of the members preserit:

"To the Righi Honou rab/e the Lord Mayor of London- The mem
bers of the National Rifle Association, in view of the great expense con-
nected witb the preparation of their new ground, beg leave respectfully
to petition your L.ordship to preside at a public meeting to provide
funds for efficiently carrying out the objects of the association, viz : 1To
give permanence to Volunteer corps and to encourage rifle shooting
throughout the Queen's Dominions."'

That the Right Honourable J. H. A. Macdonald, Colonel con-i
mandant of the Queen's Edlnburgh Rifles, Brigadier of the Fourth
Volunteer Infantry Brigade, and Lord justice Clerk of Scotland, is a
many.sided man is pretty well known. He now, however, appears in a
character altogether outside the spheres of either his military or judicial
attributes. The high compliment bas been îaid to bis polyhedral capa.
bilities by the International Rugby Football Board, of appointing him
arbitrator in the dispute in 'connection with the game, recently stirring
to its deepest depths the hearts and souls of its votaries in the United
Kingdomn.


