
22ND OVEMER, 888)THE CANAL)IAN MILITIA GAZETTE.

- A Field Day at Toronto.

When Ontario's two crack corps agree to bur n powder against each
other in a friendly way, there is certain to be someéthing interesting'in it.
The sham, flght whièh took 'place between the Queen's Own Riflés and
the Royal Grenadiers at High park was an event of more than passing
interest. The wèat4er'was ail that could be desired.

z.The scene of the encouniter was the northern part of High park.
It -was -bounded* on thé east- by the Indian road, on the west. by the
fence, and on the north by Bloor street. No better spot anywhere near
the ciL>' could have been selected. There were open spaces bounded,
by ravines, and his in some places heavily wooded. Parallel with the
Indian roati was a deep coulee which opened out in places to compara-
tively level patches of ground. A couple of paths crossed iL several
hundred yards south of Bloor street leading to the open common on the
west. To the west and south lay the Grenadier pond and-a winding
road which lead from the lake shore up through the park to Bloor street.

.Between Bloor street and West Toronto Junction the country was
ad.mîrabl>' adapted for the àdvance southward of the attacking part>'-
the Queen's Own. They represented the advance part>' of a brigade
engaged in feeling for the enerny. No doubt the heavy growth of-scrub
oak. that covered the country aided themn materiaily in their stealthy
advance. Their dark uniformi, too, was an advantage to them as mnuch
as the scarlet was -a disadvantage to the Grenadiers. The latter could
be detected as far as a man could see, while with the Queen's Own it
ivas difficuit to distinguish a soldier froai a stumip arnongst -the brush
unless the distance vas short. The Rifles, therefore, had certain impor-
tant advantages of which the>' were not slow to avait themselves. On
the other hand, the Grenadiers had the advantagc of acting on the de-
fensive and of selecting the best natural po.sitions in which to'await the
enemy.

The Grenadiers paraded 354 strong under Lieut.-Col. Dawson,
Majors Harrison and Mfason. Shortly after io a.m.. the>' procceded to
occupy a position suitable for defence. Scouting parties were sent out
to the front and flanks with instructions to watch the movements of the
enemy and to report thereon. Ail along the line the outlying pickcts
were engaged in watching for the eîiemy. No one knew where he would
fi-st rnake his appearance,and ever>' mati was burning for an opportuîiity
to distinguish himiself. 'The patrols of "H" conmpan>' penctrated as far
north as Bloor btreet and the Indian road. "C-" conîpany wvas to the
south of "H," and "A" compan>' to the south of "C." 'l'lic reserve wvas
posted in a naturally strong position on the road lcading up) through the
centre of the parkà%, and in a direction nearl>' so-ath-west of Higli l)ark
avenue. 'uie patrols of "F" company flt the country to the north of
the reserves and wcst as far as the park boundary, "E" ('ompany being
about midway betwcen theni and the Indian rcad, and sonme fis-e hun-
dred yards soutîx of Bloor street. "])" conîpan>' w'as still further to the
south, and "B" compan>' had its position on a trait whichi crosscd the
ravine anaL led up by the base of a smiali hill to the reserve. Of course
"'E,"y 4G,> "])" and "B" companies w-ere acting as supports to those in
their front.

B>' noon the patrols on cach side hegan to catch glinîpses of their
cnemy, and now and then a shot would ring out froni tlîe underbrush.
This would be the signal for a rush by the snall boys, 'who crow'ded the
militiamen on ever>' hand. In fact it was onl>' necessar>' to watch the
boys to know how the patrols were nîoving, a fact whiclî did duty for
both sides.

The Queen's Own Rifles under Lieut.-Col. Atlan, with Major Dela-
mere and Capt. Sankey, acting M ajor, paraded 5 5 1 strolîg at 8.30 a.mn.,
at the drill shed, ail the officers wearing service belts. The officers
dccided that the battalion sfiould march out to North Tôronto -J unction
instead of going by train, and after the day wvas over the' "-ere quite
satisfied with the resuit, as it provcd a good test of the endurance of the
nmen, and slîowed what could be expected of them in actual warfare.
Between the march out and back and ail the manoeuvres about twcnty-
six miles were traversed. After arriving at the junction ait were given
a short rest previous to making the attack. '[le disposition wa% then
made for the attack. Every oficer in the régiment carried in bis pocket
a photographed typographical rnap of the country lying to the south, the
work of Capt. Sankey. A deep coulée, wcll wooded, runs froni the

a junction to Lake Ontario, striking High park a littie to the west of the
Indian road, whîch forins its eastern boundar>'. 'l'lie coulee is admiir-
ably adapted for the opérations of riflemçn, as niost of tie trces aie
evergreens, and a inan in rifle green can niarcli througli unse.cn b>' the
pickets of the enemy until within a few bundred yards. l)oun Luis
ravine Col. Atlan determîned to direct the attack, extcnding lus forma-
tion so as to touch the wholc northern boundar>y' of the park. In this
order the conîpanies were cxtended : on the extrenie riglît A compiny,
under Capt Tliompson, and then within easy reach of ecd other to the
left, in the following order: Companies E, C, B, F, I, K and G. Each

company sent forward two patrols two'or three.hundred yards in advance
Half of each -compeIny was extended in skirniishing ordeTij he other haif
acting as supports. Looking at the woods and, ravines north of Bloor
stréet one would neyer dreani that they. were fiMed with .rifiemen,, Oc-
casionally a faint whistle woàld be heard .as.,the...officers exchanged sig-
nais. One of the first men of'the.Queen's Own to emerge from the
woods was Sergt.-Major Crean. He dodged behind sonie bushes, seé-
ing several Grenadiers leaning up against Bloor street fence.to the right
of him., There 'was quite a crowd.-ý on -the road - t'this' .pèint. ,Just
opposite the'gate at High-park avenue nianiy of the onlobk rs lhad taken
up a position.- Crean looked at the crowd,'saw Mîiss ~j~ Campbell
talking to Commander Law anid other membersof'hèr party, 'and when
the Grenadiers had their: backs turned -he dash'éd *Xýross .the road,
through the, fence, and behind a tree.- He looke4- 'ýdowd 4I' ravine
through the woods into the paik -and -saw an ocà1~1 ~:~ot-thére;
but. that ivas .ail. He, turned, crossed h 'rôat ~gi'v odged'
behind i'hillock. Thesmail boy thetùgot his W6&* 1. !1,

"There's a Queen's Own,» some of them~ sh6ùeâed t hèGrens.
"Where? Where?» eagerly queried the red cÔâlý-s
"There, in them- bushes.>
A Gren cocked bis rifle, took aim and flred -the firùt slWt'at Crean.

The. attack had. comrnenced. -Then --thé QÙeen s 'Ow1hlrnihr
began io fire aiong the whole line and -the'advalice' pickéis of the
enemy fell back. A feint was ordered on the right, but the mnain
attack was not on tint point.. The~.-<tiflemen swarmed over the 1fence,
and, as the Grenadiers fell back, took up positions well on the ieft, the
ob)ject being to turn the.right flank-of 'the Grenadiers. Two comrpanies
under Adjutant Macdonald.,:took possession~ of the north-east corner of
thc. park. Then the boys in rifle green penetrated deep-aid 'd«eeper into
the coulée, and surprised ..the enemy . by developiiig.a héat'fièe on the
brow of the hili to the rigin of the Q.O.R. centre.. ý-Thé ýrèdte6ats were
in an exposed position and they fell bac.k. Two or three of thie*r coin-
panies that had been giving sorne lîttie trouble -on thé riglit'fell back,
and, crossing the ravine, formed a junction .with their main' bôid,.on the
right, upon hearing heavy firing on their cxtremei1éft &nd-thiikng that
th àt was on the point of the ma 'in attack. Some of the .Qu'ëêii's Own
scouts; supported by skirmishers, occupied the.woods to theri't of the
eneiny, and opened fire on a red-coated. picket aimost in- the ïýea'. - TIwo
companies of red-coats came in on the double -to. thé àâssistancc of this
picket, and ieft the:r 1une open. Then the bugles soufndéd. "ccasèe iring,"
at 1.10 p.m. Tlhroughout the' whole the Queenits OUiind'Grnadiesr
bchiaved with great steadiness, càrefully. taki ng advanta8,e 6f cyery tree
and depression in the grounid. *

Aftcr the engagement both çp mrcht. tePvlin hr
thcy. luniched. At 3 o'clock they were again formed up. and *inachie( to
the spot selected as the grotund for thé march past, which a-detàchnment
of "C" company, R.S.I., under Capt. Macdougaill ah-d cleared ,off the
sI)ectators, whose number wvas estîmnated at about io,ooo.

COL. OTTER'S ADDRESS.
After the rnarch past, Col. Otter addressed the two corps as fol-

lows:
O)icerâr aiti' ment of the Qteeli's 0w,: Rifles ana' Royal Gren:adiers:

* Just a few words before I dismiss you to express my entire satis-
faction-most unqualified satisfaction-with your conduct and bearing
throughout the whole of this day. This inspection bas been different
irom rnany of those hitherto had, and the departure bas .been made
because 1 thought it would be to your advantage, .and that you would
see and learn a littie more of the reat life of the. soldier--a fittie more of
what should be required of you in the fild. From the attention that
lias been j)aid to-day and the intelligence displayed 1 arn quite satisfled
%vith the result, and 1 arn sure that thie move. that . bas been made
a beneficial one to you ail. T1he work, no doubt, bas beq a-little
hard on some of you, but the cool, quiet and steady Manner in -which
the miovements this inorning were done must not only give sati5faction
to those in charge of tliem, but wiiI aiso, 1 amn sure, give satisfaction to
those bigher in authority. --

A certain code of instruction had been laid down for you. in the
beginning, and I amn happy to say thiat ail ranks have carried, themn out
to mny entire satisfaction. I do not mean to say that mistakes havie not
been miade in the different movements and the, positions taken up
during the day, but stili those were mistakes that migbt happen, and
would hikely happen, among the best soldiers; and what bas pleased'me
more than anything is the strict attention and 'tarnest endeavour that
lias becn exhibited by aIl to carry out the orders. On a day -of this
kind the gencrai desire in my experience is an anxiety-lo rush you on
and get you to the end of it, and that the moment the firing begins the
feeling is to go on with it and to think that the wbole thing is a noise.
To-day I have noticed tbroughout tbat the firing was at ail times comn-
pletely under the control of the officers, and that ail the movements
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