
NOTES ON THE TREATMENT 0F

GOUT, RHEUMATISM, ,ETC.

It is admitted tbat the presence of an excess of uric acid in the system gives

rise to the symptoms of gout and rheumnatism.
It is& known that in such cases the normal aikalinity

of the blood current is muchi reduced, while the excre-

THE tions are strongly acid.
Ti lit is also known that the restoration of'the normal~

ELIMINATIO4ni alkalinity is followed by excretion of the uric acid and
by alleviation of the symptoms.

OF The difficulty hitherto bas been the bringing about

URIS ACIB cturrent and at the saie time securing ehimination of

the urliC artid in the system. Aikalies and alkaline

lithium saits have been employed with more or lesa

success, but the continued administration of aikalies tends to bring about

cystitis (B3. M. J., July, i895>, wvhilst lithium wvhen administered ili alkaline

solution does flot exert any great solvent action on hée

~ uric acid.
one of the most useful disoveries of recetnt years

TISE ACIO3i the determination, of the fact that in gojuty aid
ov rheumatoicý patients headministrato, f~îai

OF organic acids causes a much more rapid and satis-

OIQANIC factory restoratign çrf the allcalinity of the blood cur

rent ilhan whIen alkalies are emnployed.

AClOS \VLen the alkalinity is restored, and not tilt then,

L 2s2EEP-qj lithium will exert its solvent action on the luric acid

concretioris.

The further discovery has now been made by Dr. E. C. Kitk, and indepen-

dently by Dr. Haig, that by combining an organic acidi with lithium, an. AÇII

sait cjin be prep4tred winhch possesses mnuh greate

5-5252--Sý solvexnt properties in cases of uricacidapsia tlin i5

TlI possessed1 by lithiumn when administered alon, afe
THE exhibition of acids. The reason for this lies in thje

ABID SA LTS fact that the iitInim i set free in the~ systei at the
point where its activity is requiredl, and elenientary

OF bodies in the nascent state are always muclh more

LITHIIUM active than when in combination.
1This acid sait lias beean termed TART'AI3.
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