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GOOSEMartin gave the birds afeed of grain,I Ublessed thema, and bade themg hi
way, which they did in great order at
bis command. Wbether any geese were

- amongat those feathery worshipper is
not rlated ;hence we could not say that
it was on this account that the goose
was introduced into the popular liturgy

Few there Are wo have fot e d of St. Martin.
tFia ubjet, fewertilarwhocoui earduo If we now consult the work of Leooy
omething about i , but Many surelyl de la March, a great Frenob historin of

whomwud like t knowwhat theanient St. Matin, we find that the goose has,
eh ouand Gothie tonouhcript ty about indeed, no direct relation with the his-

il. The nth of November, being a da tory of the Saint's lfe, athongh froin

sacred te the memery of the Great O imeifmemnoral, "the goose"p la found -
Thaurnattargue o Western E to b. one of the "attributes," or «asym-SebolsofOurSaintsnd even "bore is ON WASDAY
aeeths to be an opportune day ta brosoh 1
the net uninteresting enignia; but ame but i merely conneoted with the A EVERY DAY.
ueak of the goose meant ne less to p festive celebration in honor of St. Mrtin.
Jthe saint whoeday we cellebrte. Iiake the inhabitants of Armories,twe ethe Brittons, tell us that the geese who
The name of Saint Martin la known preserved the Capitol from the hande of period or other, trans formed into festivals them. Moreover, the autumnal and bar.

and venerat ed every'where. His feat the Barbarians. are said to have de of a Caristian character and appearance. vet feasts were soon, and quite naturally
has always been a most popular ana nounced Saint Martin's place of con est- the Church purifying what she could not se, quite absorbed by and let in the
high cla>s one, both in the calendar of ment when the peuple of Tours searched easily suppreis, and conmb:-ning the popu Obrisnan festivals i nhonour of the new
the Church, being usually celebrated for hiinin vain in order to have him con- lar feeling with the sanctity ofb er doc. ptrnn, whilst at the banq'iets the toasts
with an octave, and in the calendar of ecrated Bishop. All this would not, trineandrites. Still, this opinion might to Woden, Things, and Thor were re-
the perple, wben popular rejoicinga, fée however, seem to b. a sufficient warrant be considered by soine rather h»z.trd- olaced by toast@ te the menrry of the
tivals, sports, fair, game shoting, and for the alhnoet universal rejoicigs car ous, had we not certain historic traces Ohr'stian hera; in the legend sand an-
other piastimes were weil calculated to ried on in honour of Saint Martin both which, we think. are topical reasons for oient leodghs (laye) Martin's namq was
mark in the minds of the people as a in France and elsewhere on the 11th of maintaiuing suchb an opinion. We find, subatituted for the mythological naIe.
red-letter day the 11th of November. in November, year after year, century after for instance, that inmsone dioceses in As Woden of old, so now M trtin pays
many Places the " Martini faira" ar. century. In the opinion of modern Germany, in the 16th century, open mysterioas visite, rewarding the children
held te this day, and in the legal calendar. critics the real reason for roasting-and, opposition was made to the celebration who are good and punishing the others,
on the continent, the " Martini Terme" of course, eating-the traditional gooee of Saint Martin's festival of the goose ; nd he la honoured by torchiight proces.
are aswell known as the "Hilary Terme' is : because this domestic bird, at this that sermons were preached in which sions, fireworks, etc., as Thingous was
in thês countries; and the peasants call epooh of the year, is at its zenith, and the matter was discusaed at length, ex before him.
our " poor man's harvest season" "Saint aao because the following seaon opened profeso, and that certain moral theolo- In France, from the earliest daya of
Martin's sumnier." There is etill morp about this day with the chase of the wild gians.considered the case as a matter of the monarchy. St. Martin's tmantle, in
than this about Saint Martin's feast-day, 2oose. In fact, in many countries the conscience, mince, in their treatisea and ,he shape of a cope, was always borne, as
and richtly se; for, from Pannonia to 11th November was the day for "goose- dissertations, they asked the question- a great and powerful relie, at the head
Armiens, from Tours te Auxprre, from shooting," a holyday pustime after the " an licea.tMartinalibus anserem. edere?' of the army. No other origin could be
Cologne to Mila.u, great waa Martin's re- morning celebration in the church. i.e., "lif i be liwinl to est a goose on assigued to the tight bond which con-
putation of sanetity, wonderlui the fame ln Parie, the pilgrima te the Shrine Saint Martin's festival ?" Such a query nects so closely in the hiatory ot France
of bis astounding miracles. Saint of Saint Martin-des-Champs bought necessarilv aupposes that the old custom the na me of the illustrions Roman Le.
Gregory of Tours, in the second Book ef tcheir piece de resistance in a street adjiin of Saint Mirtin's traditional festival of Vionary with the "War Office." Nor la
bis Bistory of the Franks, says tha' ing the Priory, and called ther "Rue the Goose had retained in the eyes of 'be extension of bis devotion due ta the
S>aint Perpetuus, who succeeded Saint aux Oies," to spend a nice evening at certain divines a eomewhat Pagan shade Merovingian Franks; the Gallo-Romans
Martin in the Sepeof Tours, establisbed, ione on their return (rom prayer with or " flavour." And, indeed, that was so. honoured him long before as a great
about the year 480. a second lenten ob their friends and guests, having "killed For, in point of fact, in those places the benefactor of their nation. Hie sepul-
servance. consisting of three fast days in two birds with one atroke." people did not simply "dish up " a chre was glorious from the time of Sul.
each week, frrm the feast of S. Nfartin to And if we enquire what was done in goose at their social gatheringa on Saint picieus Sevetus, who was St. Martin's
Christias Day; tbis was called 1S*int Germany in ti'res gone by, we fnd that Martin's Day, but, in accordance witb first panegyrist. Clovis and the Frank@
Martin's lent." And the frut Council of .here the traditionai festival of Saint certain ritualistic prescriptions, the peo. merely followed an etablished custom
Maccn, in 580, extended the same regu- Martin's Gose was observed with still pie, whilst killing the goose, indulged in by hnmbly askivg for inspiration, light,
lai ions tall M .nke, from the beginning ireater fidelity than even in France. cruel sports and fortune te'ling. The and strength at his abrine in Tours.
of December to Christmas; this was th Friom this fact we may fairly can. goose's head was firet cut off in a certain The changes which the Christian re-
origin of the fosting regulatiune during uade that the early Irioh Missionaries auperstitions manner, then the en ligion effected in the 'habits and man.
the holy season of Advent. likely connected with Saint Martiu's trails, the liver, and even the boues nie rof the people, in Germany as else-

The fest of Saint Martin was marked festival the autumu sacrifices of the old were examined, and certain prognostica where, extended to the "sacrifice of the
by the people in their social gatheringe German tribes. We find on the portal read therein, recalling to mind the an- goose," heretofore offered te the god of
by certain "Iixtras' at table, even as we of the Church of Saint Martin at Worms cient sacrifices and superstitions of quite war. Instead of trying te abaliah a
do still on Shrove Tuesday; they, in par- the gnose standing out in bold relief-as a heathen period and worahip. It was, time.honored custom the Church sancti-
ticular, tasted the newo wine as they et the Kilkenny cats lin the capitalse of the no doubt, for a aimilar reason that the lied it, Christianised it, as ahe Christian-
round the traditional Oie rotte, as la seen vestry doorway at Cormac's Chapel on Synod of Auxerre, in 59, condemned ised the Menhirs, by fixing a Cross-the
u the Menu of these days :ti-e .Rock of Cashel to immortalise a and forbade "certain practices " observ. sign of man's redemption-on top of

On Saint Martn's Day popular dictum. And at Martinsberg, a ed in honour of Saint Martin on the eve them. This was an excellent tacti-
Pour outyur Wi'ne, town which received is naine from the or "wake "of hie feast: "pervigilia quas one recommended by St. Gregory the
Cail In your Friendi. Saint, a pair of colossal silver candle- in honorem domini Afartina observant" Great, and by St. Sylvester, Pope before

So said the peasantse of Aquitania in the sticks of exquisite beauty and workman. Most likely some practicea of tbe kind him. and of whom we read that when
7th century; so said the Germans at ship, adorned with the figure of the Holy muet have given rie. in Germany to the the first Christian Emuperor declared the
Augaburgh in the 17th century, as late Bishop of Tours, and bearing at the foot, above mentioned casuistical thesis, or religion of Christ to be henceforth. the
as 1655, according te a local ammanac of by way of claws, tbree geese with their else the Church would not have found official religion of the empire ho (the
that year. But now nomes the question: wings spread out, crossing each other fault with an otherwise innocent social Pope), on a visit te the Emperor at Con-
" What about Saint Martin's Gnose ?" two and two on the three facels of the custom. Surely the festivals of Christ. stantinople, consecrated the old heathen
This iç undoubtedly a question of deep base. EnglanRd, Holland, Denmark, mas and of Shrove Tuesday or Carnaval temples into Christian places of worship.
interest for every student of ha laungary, and even Poland, worshipped were tneu, in the calendar of plenty, as The sacrifice of the goose ceased with
giography and archomlogy, as will in like manner the great ThaumaturguS to-day, feaset days of double first-class the Christian ora, but the festival in
b. seen. At firet sight it la not of Tours; in Lmndon,inthe very heart eating and drinking; yet the Cnurcb honor of St. Martin, in which the
easy ta see wbat relation, if any of the old city, ne less than six large has never forbidden this part of those "roasted goose" formed a prominent
at all, the bird, which saved the Capital, thoroughfares are called after him, social celebrations. We may now ask feature in the traditional renu f the
and was roassted by our ancestors in whilst aevered ancient rural towns in when and why the Germans have adopt. day's banqueting, bas been kot upwith
honour of St. Martin, bas or eau possibly Ireland are oalled "Martinstown," te ed Saint Martin of Tours as the patron scrupultous fidelity on the Cantinent.
have with our Saint's person or his hia- show that even in this remote island he of their armies, instead of their old gode Unfortunately, in our own poor country
tory. But il ie true that such was the was not forgotten.. ln'France, the goose, of war, Mars Tainggus and Woden? If St. Martin'a goose je practically unknown
respect and veneration for the Great as Saint Martin's emblem, ii seen in the we analyse the question we find, firet, to-day. The reason l because for many
Apostle of Gaul that the people called seal of one of the Canons of Tours of the that Martinus is the diminutive of Mars, long years back an earlier gale blows
mnany thinge, even animals, birde,&c., by XIII. Century, the bird toucbing with and secondly, that theb heraldic emblems over the land-" the rent gale "-at
his name; moreover, througbout the its beak the halo surrounding the Saint's o Mars were aiso these of St. Martin- Miobaelmastide, sweeping the poor birds
middle age the nainetof SaintiMartin was head wbilst he la in the act of dividing namely, the horse, the swaord, and the whôlesale from off the green fields te
a regular houshold word ; se much so hie mantie. It is evident that beneath mantle. Moreover, the Germans, when supply a stock of new feathers and other
that in every flock of geese there was a the mysterous bird something more than once converted, found in Saint Martin aecessaries of life in generl for the in-
"martin." The people believed that a a mere coincidence of seson or date is the model of the Caristian soldier, fil'ing coiing season of many needs and re-
great blessing would attach to animals, bidden. Let us try t find what might such a function stil at the time when quirements-Irish Catholic.
&c., called after the wonderman of Tours. ho the reason. he immortalised hiesname by dividing
Besides, bis nane was used as a bye-word To begin with Germany, it ia supposed hie mantle te ahane it wi-h a poor beggarte emphasise, or put stiess on, au asser- that there the traditional fest of Saint at the gates of Amiene, sd they siply The tariff question i cauing sime
tien ; and we are informed that the Ven- Martin's G->oee goes back into mythology, "baptised" Lthe statues of their war god States and Spain,su btmay he neces-
erable Joan of Arc freely made use of where we find the goose to be the symbol ioden, with horse, sword, and mantleS
the rname of the soldier.bisbop : "Par of Mars, the god of war, who, in ancient jute so many Saint Martins," whilst the sary for tis country teresort tea ratalia-
mon sieur Sainct iMartin," she would say, hearldry, is represented as a warrior, inhabitants of the southern German tory policy.
even as our nieigbboure, te our days, with a goose, as hie attribute. Nay, land replaced their uacient Celtic godswould say: "By George !" more, under the Roman domination, the by new statues representing St. Martin The polyglot petition against the une

Ristory tells s, alseo, that in the course Germans, thoe at leaset who served lu on horseback, and dedicated the temples of 1:quor and deleteriys drugs will be
of his -missions, inu the province of Berri, the imperial army, offered the goose in of their idole into Christian church presented to Congress by the World's
Saint Martin wa on one occasion sud- sacrifice to a god named, in Latin, Mars. Nor were these the only changes Wom uaChristian Temper.nce Union
denly surrounded by a swarm of "feathi. Thingsus, or Tiws, Titrs-Things in their which the new religion effected. onFebrury_17_h
ered bipeds," listening attentively t his native toangue ; this my thical being was In Germany, as in Guli, manydiscourse. This wonderful avent had also their god of war. Now, as bas been eprings and fountains, innumerable Several cases et cholera are reported
been foretold by Sainut Ursinius, Bishop said, since in Gemmany thre religious rockesuad druidical monuments lu Roserio, Argentins. Great precau-
of that province. Hie people neglect- obervances in houer et Saint Martin in formerly dedicated Lo the faires, were' Lieue have been laken te prevent the
ing Lo hear his voice, he f. t them, say. general, sud Lb. festival et thre goose lu with Lb. change a religion, alled after' eprear et th. disease.
mug thuat a day would comne when threir partsicular, seem to have been observed' St. Martin, lun memory of faveurs ob.
fowls would go to the sermon, sud cry at all Limes better than elsewhere, iL la tained throngh bis interaession, éven as Rusas bas placed a prohibitive duty
into threir ears tire truths which threy re- net unreasonable to say .that theoir an- lu Ireland tirey were called after St. ef four and a hal' cente per pound on
fused Le hLsen La. .After the. sermon St, cient ouetpma were simply, :at saome Patrick, who had passed tirer, and blessed aotton.


